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 Johnsville United Methodist Church 
Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     December 13, 2020              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                   “Shout to the Lord”                                                                                                              
 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 

*Opening Hymn     “O Come All Ye Faithful”      UMH 234 

1. O come all ye faithful,     Refrain 
joyful and triumphant,     O come, let us adore him, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.   O come, let us adore him, 
Come and behold him,     O come, let us adore him, 
Born the King of angels;     Christ, the Lord. 
 
2. True God of true God,     3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
Light from Light Eternal,     sing in exultation; 
lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;   O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Son of the Father,      Glory to God, 
begotten, not created;     all glory in the highest; 
Refrain       Refrain 
 
4. See how the shepherds,     5.  Child, for us sinners 
summoned to his cradle,     poor and in the manger, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;   we would embrace thee with love and awe. 
we too will thither      Who would not love thee, 
bend our joyful footsteps;     loving us so dearly? 
Refrain       Refrain 
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6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing: 
Refrain 

 

*Call to Worship:    (Isaiah 61)   

   Leader: The spirit of the Lord God is upon us:  

    People: to bring good news to the oppressed; to bind up the brokenhearted; to proclaim 
liberty to the captives; and release to the prisoners. 

                         Leader: The spirit of the Lord has anointed us:  

 People: to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor; to announce the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort those who mourn; and give them a garland instead of ashes, 
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 Leader: Come worship the Lord who clothes us with the garments of salvation.  

 People: Worship the Lord!  

*OPENING PRAYER         

God of power and might, restore your people that we might be like those who dream.  Fill our 

mouths with laughter, our tongues with shouts of joy.  From times of old, you have done great 

things for your people.  May we be known to the nations as oaks of righteousness, the 

plantings of the Lord.  We rejoice in your salvation, O God, and exult in your glory.  Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

People: God of peace, when your Son Jesus was born of Mary, tyrants ruled, and the 

people were afraid.  But you love justice; you bring your peace in the midst of great 

trouble and strife.  Free us from fear; bring us to your joy.  Hear our prayers and accept 

our thanksgiving.  Make us ready for the coming of Christ Jesus, our Lord, in whose 

name we pray.  Amen. 

Leader: On the third Sunday of Advent, we light three candles.  Our hope grows stronger, and 
our joy grows brighter as we prepare to celebrate Christ's coming.  We remember also in this 
time of shadows those whose tears still water the ground with sadness. 

Special Music  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”          Sherry Hohl and Diane Jones, soloists 

Children’s Story Time 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn                               “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”       UMH 218 

1. It came upon the midnight clear,                       2.  Still through the cloven skies they come 
that glorious song of old,                                       with peaceful wings unfurled, 
from angels bending near the earth,                     and still their heavenly music floats 
to touch their harps of gold:                                  o’er all the weary world; 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men,                 above its sad and lowly plains, 
from heaven’s all gracious King.”                          they bend on hovering wing, 
The world in solemn stillness lay,                          and ever o’er its Babel sounds 
to hear the angels sing.                                         the blessed angels sing. 

3. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load,                4.  For lo! The days are hastening on, 
whose forms are bending low,                              by prophet seen of old, 
who toil along the climbing way                            when with the ever-circling years 
with painful steps and slow,                                  shall come the time foretold 
look now! for glad and golden hours                     when peace shall over all the earth 
come swiftly on the wing.                                      Its ancient splendors fling, 
O rest beside the weary road,                               and the whole world send back the song 
and hear the angels sing!                                      which now the angels sing. 
 

Scripture Readings 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
   because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
   to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
   and release to the prisoners;  
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 
   and the day of vengeance of our God; 
   to comfort all who mourn;  
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
   they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
   the devastations of many generations.  
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8 For I the Lord love justice, 
   I hate robbery and wrongdoing;* 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
   and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations.  

EPISTLE LESSON: 1Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.  

 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 
will do this.  

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him.  

8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, ‘Who are you?’  

20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’*  

21And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’  

22Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?’ 23He said, 
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

javascript:void(0);
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“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 
as the prophet Isaiah said.  

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you 
are neither the Messiah,* nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’  

26John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know,  

27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’  

28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:     “Go Tell It on the Mountain”      Rev. Shari McCourt 

One day when I worked as a chaplain, I was sitting at the desk in the Spiritual Care office in 

the hospital. It is an office that all of the chaplains share. I was working on making the list of patients 

that I would visit for the day. The list comes from patient, family, physician, and nurse referrals. The 

list is combined with the shift report which contains follow-up referrals.  It takes time to create the new 

list. I had not been in that hospital for a couple of days so the list was a mess. 

 I looked up for a second to see a staff member point his finger at me and say, “Do you have a 

minute?” Chaplains provide spiritual care for the entire hospital which includes the staff. This man had 

been coming to see me occasionally since the summer of that year. For a middle aged man, he had 

many challenges over the last few years, death of a spouse, and loss of position in a prominent 

company. He has had to raise his children by himself.  He had confessed that “he has not always 

been a Christian man even though his Mama raised him right.” It was through the death of his wife 

that led him back to live life as a man of faith.   

Over the last few months he had shared with me his struggles to answer God’s calling of him.  

Some days it had been almost painful to watch him struggle with how to live his faith.  Each day on 

his break he went into the hospital chapel, and prayed for the Spirit to help him discern. He read 

scripture each day, and attended church twice each week. The last time he walked into the office to 

talk with me he began a conversation over how difficult it is to walk as a child of the light. He shared 

with me his concern regarding worldly temptations, attitudes, and the worst . . . apathy. At the end of 

our time, the Spirit prompted me to ask him, ‘when he would be willing to own the maturity of faith that 

God was trying to give him?’ He looked at me strangely and said, “That is a good point.”  I prayed for 

him. 

So the next week he came to the office, with the biggest smile I have ever seen on his face. I 

could see the Spirit of God had filled this man’s heart. He told me that, he had been praying every 

day and he appreciated all of the prayers that have been said for him by so many friends. He 

reminded me of the scripture we discussed from the summer and early fall from Genesis to Exodus, 
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readings from the Epistle lessons, and gospel texts. He smiled, when he shared how God had given 

and he accepted the anointing of a mature faith in the Lord. He shared how liberated he felt from his 

bent toward the worldliness of this world. His new understanding of who Jesus Christ is for the 

individual, and for the world. 

In the text from Isaiah 61 the prophet reassures God’s people that they have not been 

abandoned, and that there is freedom in our faith as God’s holy people. “The spirit of the Lord God is 

upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 

instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.” We are all called to walk in the Light of 

Christ our Savior!  This is good news!   

This text from Isaiah affirms the liberation available to us through our faith in Jesus. We are to 

follow the teachings from our hymn this morning is a hymn that is the favorite of many of us. “Go Tell 

It on the Mountain,” is an African American spiritual. This is a hymn that was most likely sung in the 

fields by slaves as they were working. We can imagine them praying for freedom, justice and equality, 

as they worked. Their faith is a testimony in their belief that through Jesus Christ their liberation would 

come, and they would be free at last. There are times in our lives that through our choices we enslave 

ourselves in sin. Jesus is again the answer. 

In the resource, Companion to The United Methodist Hymnal, (pp 360) says, “This spiritual in 

the typical call-and-response pattern is a simple, compelling, and straightforward retelling the Lukean 

natal narrative.” The birth of Jesus told through this hymn was by people enslaved, humiliated, who 

endured and suffered great cruelty, and who were uneducated. Yet, in the midst of such oppression, 

the Holy Spirit of our Lord was upon them giving them hope, and assurance of God’s love for them. 

They were not forgotten people! We are not forgotten people! They sang, “Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere; that Jesus Christ is born.” 

In this hymn they recognized that the lowest of the low, the shepherds heard the good news 

first. God does not forget those that the world deems the lowest. Jesus comes that the last may 

become first. It is no wonder that this hymn continues to grow in popularity. 

Today’s Epistle lesson in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24: “6Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 
18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench 

the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
22abstain from every form of evil. 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The 

one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. The man I spoke with had worked hard and practiced 

the spiritual disciplines that we find in scripture. We too, may live in the mature faith that God is trying 

to give us if we will open our hearts to the movement of the Spirit of the Lord. 
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 This is the season to prepare the way of the Lord and live the fullness that God has for us. This 
does not mean that we will be without challenges and trials because these will continue so that we 
will learn spiritual lessons that make our faith strong still. Through each lesson and its trials, we are to 
give thanks and praise to God and pray without ceasing and share in our faith in the Lord so that 
others may grow stronger in their faith. We are called to walk in the Light of the ONE who gives us 
strength, hope, faith, joy, peace and love.  Praise be to God our Lord and Savior. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
  
OFFERTORY  
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is:  Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

* DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer  
As those whom Christ has sanctified to his purposes, those whose hopes and dreams have been 

restored, let our deeds reflect the light we have been given.  May our offerings express the joy and 

exultation we feel for the gift of our salvation through Christ Jesus, our Lord.  Amen. 

* CELEBRATION SONG                     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”          UMH 240 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing,    2.  Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
“Glory to the newborn King;    Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild,    late in time behold him come, 
God and sinners reconciled!”    offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise,     Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
join the triumph of the skies;    hail the’incarnate Deity, 
with th’angelic host proclaim,    pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”    Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Refrain       Refrain 
Hark! the herald angels sing,    Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!”    “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

 
 



8 
 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 
Refrain 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

* BENEDICTION 

   May we go forth telling the good news of God’s son come down to us. Let us tell this story on top of 

the mountains, over the hills and everywhere that Jesus Christ may be born in your heart again this 

day! Amen!                                                                                                                           

 

POSTLUDE    “Sing We Now of Christmas” (French Carol) 

 

 
                   


