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Numbers 6:24-26
Uneasy Peace
When I was young, I often walked my grandmother’s mail to the post office. One snowy afternoon at the
post office, I waited while a woman dropped off her mail. She saw me and said, “Bless you child. Your
patience is a gift.”

I didn’t know how to respond. I felt uncomfortable. Why would she bless me? What does that mean? That
evening, I was uneasy, but I experienced an awesome peace remembering that moment at the post office.

I think about that little boy sometimes when I think about Aaron’s blessing for Israel. Did Israel feel uneasy
receiving his blessing?

I’m in awe of God caring so much for so many people or for a particular person like me. The Lord blessing,
keeping, shining, favoring, and gifting you peace—awesome!

Then to remember Jesus walked among us teaching, eating, blessing, suffering, and then conquering sin
and death with even more teaching, eating, and blessing—awesome!

Wow, God’s Awesome!

Prayer

Lord, you who held Israel, and showed them peace, so they may be your people and keep your ways:
provide us with peace, that we may remain in you and the ways of resurrection life.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and
forever. Amen.

Peter Geoffrion — Winchester, VA
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Envisioning a world without hunger, in which physical and spiritual hungers are met by God's abundance and grace through Jesus
Christ, the Society of St. Andrew brings people together to harvest and share healthy food, reduce food waste, and build caring
communities by offering nourishment to hungry neighbors. The Society of St. Andrew is a 40-year old national nonprofit hungerrelief ministry that improves the environment by keeping good food out of landfills and feeds hungry people by sharing rescued
fruits and vegetables with front-line feeding agencies (soup kitchens, shelters, food banks and food pantries, etc.) across the
country. More information is available online at EndHunger.org.

A weekly prayer for the Baltimore-Washington Conference from the Appointive Cabinet.
"O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our
shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home;
A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last, And our eternal home."
(O God, Our Help in Ages Past, UMH 117)
Most gracious God,
We give you thanks for your steadfast love.
You have not changed in loving and caring for us.
We confess that the past year has been challenging in many ways. We are uncertain whether the
new year is going to be better. Yet, we hope and expect that you will remain steadfast as you have
been in the past.
As we begin this year, we yearn for God, who brings us new hope each day.

We pray that:
the pandemic will end soon,
no more people die of the Coronavirus,
the economy will recover,
justice prevails in our society, and
no family will suffer from hunger.
Gracious God, grant us a strong faith that withstands all the things life throws at us. We lack nothing
as long as we have you, O Lord.
Together, we call out in the words of Habakkuk 3:17-18:
"Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls,
yet we will rejoice in the Lord,
We will be joyful in God, my Savior."
Amen.

St. Paul UMC is selling RADA Cutlery. During the last 70+ years we have earned a reputation for
remarkable quality and tremendous value. Our employees and their families appreciate you
choosing to use Rada Cutlery in your kitchen! This can all be ordered online. The link is
https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=4880802.adaee2

Missions Group will make 20 bagged lunches for the Night by Night Shelter in Westminster on the
second Saturday of the month (1/9, 2/13 and 3/13) to be delivered the following morning.
We will meet at Jacque Wilhelm’s at 10:00 a.m. Anyone may volunteer.
Donations appreciated:
Paper bags
Fruit - apples, oranges
Bread
Lunch meat
Sliced cheese
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Snacks - cookies, crackers, fruit rolls, granola bars
Juice boxes

Please contact Jacque Wilhelm at 443-974-0541 for details.

Attached is a flyer for Johnsville UMC Soup Sale. Orders are due by January 10, 2021.



























Louise Grabill
Patsy Eyler
Pam Bailey – sister of Wayne Trout
Peace for the unrest in our world.
Brantley Hess – recovery for healing following surgery and fighting leukemia
Dempsey Price
Joe Cavanaugh III
Carla Wilhelm
June Keck
Tom and Donna Downs for healing
Bill and Kathleen for healing
Pat Yeardon
Linda Thompson for healing
The Fleming family for healing, special prayers for Grant Fleming
Austin Choate for healing
Alexa Peach for healing and recovery
Joni Eareckson
Marian’s grandson Nick for healing
Altvaters family for grieving
Joy for Mack who is doing well after surgery
Marian’s daughter Allison
Winnie Freyer for healing
Ruth Lease for healing
Bernice Richburg for healing

