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 Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     January 31, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE                  “There Is a Balm in Gilead” (Afro-American Spiritual)   
                                                                                                            
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Jesus, United By Thy Grace”                       UMH 561 

1. Jesus, united by thy grace   2.  Help us to help each other, Lord, 

and each to each endeared,   each other’s cross to bear; 

with confidence we seek thy face   let all their friendly aid afford, 

and know our prayer is heard.   And feel each other’s care. 

3. Up unto thee, our living Head,   4.  Touched by the lodestone of thy love, 

let us in all things grow;    let all our hearts agree, 

till thou hast made us free indeed   and ever toward each other move, 

and spotless here below.    And ever move toward thee. 

5. To thee, inseparably joined,   6.  This is the bond of perfectness, 

let all our spirits cleave;    thy spotless charity; 

O may we all the loving mind   O let us, still we pray, possess 

that was in thee receive.    The mind that was in thee. 
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*Call to Worship:   (Psalm 111, Mark 1) 
Leader: Listen, Christ is teaching. 
People: We sit at the feet of our teacher. 
Leader: Watch, Christ is setting the captives free. 
People: In him we see the power of God. 
Leader: Rejoice, Christ is in this very room. 
People: We gather in awe and wonder. 

Opening Prayer      (Mark 1) 
God of power and might, when your awesome presence was too much for your people to bear, 
you sent prophets to guide, to teach, and to call us back to the ways of life. In the fullness of 
time, you again dwelt powerfully with your people, sending your Son Jesus to open our eyes, 
that we might see your ways anew; to open our hearts and minds, that we might understand 
and proclaim your teachings for all to hear. Amen. 
 
Special Music 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Holy One we lift our hearts to you in praise and thanksgiving for the ways in which you provide for 
us in such abundance. When the happenings in our world do not make sense, you are our rock and 
redeemer. We ask that you send out your Holy Spirit into the places that are in need of justice, 
healing, mercy, hope, and your peace that passes all understanding. Grant wisdom to all you called 
to lead throughout the earth that all will seek your will in all things. Be with those who have lost their 
ways or do not know your Son Jesus. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

  

*Hymn      “O Christ, the Healer”                UMH 265  

1. O Christ, the healer, we have come  2.  From every ailment flesh endures 
 to pray for health, to plead for friends.  our bodies clamor to be freed; 
How can we fail to be restored   yet in our hearts we would confess 
when reached by love that never ends?  That wholeness is our deepest need. 
 

3. How strong, O Lord, are our desires,  4.  In conflicts that destroy our health 
how weak our knowledge of ourselves!  We recognize the world’s disease; 
Release in us those healing truths  our common life declares our ills. 
unconscious pride resists or shelves.  Is there no cure, O Christ, for these? 
 

5. Grant that we all, made one in faith, 
in your community may find 

the wholeness that, enriching us, 
shall reach the whole of humankind. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

5The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall 
heed such a prophet.  

is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I 
hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.”  

17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said.  

18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the 
mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command.  

19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable.  

20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a 
word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:21-28 

1They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.  

22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes.  

23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy 
One of God.”  

25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.  

27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”  

28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon    “All Authority Rests on His Shoulders”        Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today’s texts both from the Hebrew scripture reading, and New Testament, have to do with the 

authority of God through Christ, as the one God sent to show us the way of life. Deuteronomy 18:15-

20 is a reading that attempts to encourage the readers to listen to the prophets’ wisdom of the hope 

that is to come. God wants God’s people to know how to trust the prophets that are sent to give them 

hope. 
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It is interesting how we, as humanity, have not changed that much over time. We are still 

skeptical of warnings and good news. We can hear the day’s weather forecast, which is only about 

80% accurate, and not take an umbrella out of disbelief.  

So, here, in Deuteronomy, God is trying to prepare the people for the hope that is to come to 

them. “They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 

their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who speak to them everything that I 

command.  Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I will 

myself hold accountable.” This is to help the people of God to understand and trust that God will send 

hope to the world through Jesus the Christ, and the prophets will instruct the people how to get ready. 

God will destroy any prophet who speaks about other gods or words that are not of God. From the 

Hebrew scripture prophets, we learn that God will only send those with authority that comes directly 

from God. The reading from Psalm states this very clearly. 

The story from the gospel lesson of Mark begins with the disciples who were recruited and 

they are: Simon (Peter), Andrew, James, and John. Jesus nicknamed them “Sons of Thunder.” They 

set off for Capernaum. The scene begins on the Sabbath with Jesus teaching. The people were 

amazed by Jesus’ teaching because he taught with such authority. When we take the time to study, 

and read our Bibles, the words and teachings of Jesus are very powerful. Jesus was understood to 

have authority more powerful than even the scribes. 

There was a man in the synagogue where Jesus was teaching who was possessed with 

demonic spirit/or unclean spirit. This man knew exactly who Jesus was. Those who are filled with truly 

evil spirits always recognize the Spirit of God many times before anyone else. Jesus healed the man 

of the unclean spirit by commanding the spirit out of him. 

Jesus saving this man from a life of hosting an unclean spirit was a way of symbolically stating 

the authority Jesus has over sin and death. These are not just words from our liturgy, or from Bible 

stories. Jesus does have the power, and the authority over sin, and death, now, and always! 

When I was a kid, when my children were younger, and when I have talked to some of you, 

there is a voice somewhere inside us, which is often rebellious. That voice says, “You are not the 

boss of me.” We sometimes refer to this as free will.  

Free will is one of the ways that we are made in God’s image. God made us with free will, so 

that we may freely choose to believe, love, and obey our Lord of our own accord. Understanding that 

God through Jesus as the authority of all helps us to understand who is truly in charge, and from 

whom our gift of free will comes. It is from God who has authority over all things in Heaven and earth 

who has given us this freedom. It is the same God of love, who knows us well enough to know, that 

we can get ourselves into trouble. This trouble causes us to fall into the slavery of sin and death. We 

need to submit our free will to the authority of all things. It is through our ego, desire to control, and 

have our own way, that leads us through the small thoughts, and decision, moment to moment during 

the day. The further we step away from our God, the more chains of slavery of sin that we form. 

When we look at Jesus’s teaching in the synagogue, they too were skeptical. The text quotes, 

those in attendance to say, “They were amazed and kept on asking one another, What is this? A new 
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teaching—with authority! He commands even unclean spirits and they obey him.” This continues 

prove that Jesus is the One, God’s only son, who was sent to save us from ourselves. He has the 

authority to perform miracles of healing, and command unclean spirits. It is by His paying the price for 

our new life in Him, with His own life, that we have hope. Our chains of sin and death are broken by 

Jesus. God’s authority rests on Him! 

Today is a day to recommit ourselves to the One who God sent to show us the way. The One, 

Jesus, this very day is able to set us free from the chains that we have forged. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious Loving Lord of all, this day we ask that you will send Your Holy Spirit to guide our hearts 

and minds to a place of recommitting our very selves to you and your service. Lord Jesus come into 

our often skeptical hearts, with all authority that you have been given to wash us clean, and renew in 

us a clean and right spirit. Help us to know the sound of your voice when you call us, and claim us as 

your own. We thank you that your love and sacrifice has taken away the chains of sin and death. 

Thank you God, thank you Jesus, thank you Holy Spirit! Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 1791 

DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer  
       (Deuteronomy 18, Psalm 111) 
God of splendor and might, you lead us across the wilderness of our lives, setting our hearts aflame; 
you teach us the ways of life and death and send us prophets to bless us with new understanding and 
wisdom. May these offerings be a sign of our thankfulness and our commitment to grow ever deeper 
in your ways, through the one who leads us into life. Amen. 
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CELEBRATION SONG      “He Touched Me”     UMH 367 

1. Shackled by a heavy burden,   Refrain 
neath a load of guilt and shame,   He touched me, O he touched me, 
then the hand of Jesus touched me,  and O the joy that floods my soul! 
and now I am no longer the same.  Something happened, and now I know, 
       He touched me and made me whole. 
 

2. Since I met this blessed Savior, 
since he cleansed and made me whole, 

I will never cease to praise him; 
I’ll shout it while eternity rolls. 

Refrain 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Go now to serve as living signs of Christ’s presence and love in this world. Go to transform the world 

with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                                 “In His Time” (Ball)                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


