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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
    Palm Sunday - March 28, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE        ““All Glory, Laud and Honor” (Teschner)                  
                                                                                                              
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 

Opening Hymn    “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”       UMH 278 

1. Hosanna, loud hosanna,    2.  From Olivet they followed 
the little children sang;    mid an exultant crowd, 
through pillared court and temple   the victor palm branch waving, 
the lovely anthem rang.    And chanting clear and loud. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them   The Lord of earth and heaven 
close folded to his breast,    rode on in lowly state, 
the children sang their praises,   nor scorned that little children 
the simplest and the best.    Should on his bidding wait. 
 

3. “Hosanna in the highest!” 
that ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer, 

the Lord of heaven our King. 
O may we ever praise him 

with heart and life and voice, 
and in his blissful presence 

eternally rejoice! 
 

Call to Worship:   (Psalm 118, Mark 11) 
Leader: Give thanks to the Holy One, for God is good. 
People: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
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Leader: With hosannas and praise, we greet the One who calls us. 
People: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Most High! 
Leader; This is the day that God has made. 
People: Let us be glad and rejoice in it!    
 
Opening Prayer   (Psalm 31, Mark 15) 
Leader: Be gracious to us, Holy One, for we are in distress. 
People; Like those who ran away as Christ was crucified, we have forgotten your promises, 
and our days are ruled by fear. 
Leader: Like the disciples who in their despair thought that the death of Jesus was the end of 
everything good, we feel like broken, empty vessels, afraid to share what we have lest we be left with 
nothing. 
People: Our strength fails when we see the misery around us, and we forget our task to love 
the world as you have loved us. 
Leader: Forgive our weakness and our fears, O God. 
People: And deliver us from doubt, that we may put our trust in you rather than in ourselves. 
 
Words of Assurance (Psalm 31) 
Leader: The radiance of God pours over us even before we ask, melting us like the sun that warms 
the earth after a cold, hard winter. Trusting in God’s promise of overflowing grace, 
in the name of Christ, you are forgiven. 
People: In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen. 
 
Special Music   “O Lord, You're Beautiful” (Green)          Owen Merryman, soloist 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, when reading the story of your passion and death, 
it is easy to criticize the actions of people 
who turned their backs on you, 
who betrayed you, 
who mocked you, 
and who murdered you; 
it is harder for us to see ourselves reflected 
in the worst of human behavior. 
Forgive us when we’d rather blame others 
than take responsibility for ourselves. 
Help us see in our own lives: 
where we have failed to stay close to you in prayer, 
where we have denied you, 
where we have betrayed you, 
where we have stood by silent 
while others mocked or hated another. 
Forgive us, Lord, 
and have mercy on us. 
Save us in your steadfast love. 

We also ask for your healing hand to be place on all those who need your healing touch those 
mentioned in our time together and those people whose names are listed in our bulletin.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

Hymn         “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus”                  UMH 277  

1. Tell me the stories of Jesus   2.  First let me hear how the children 
I love to hear;     stood round his knee, 
things I would ask him to tell me   and I shall fancy his blessing 
if he were here:     resting on me; 
scenes by the wayside,    words full of kindness, 
tales of the sea,     deeds full of grace, 
stories of Jesus,     all in the lovelight 
tell them to me.     Of Jesus’ face. 
 

3. Into the city I’d follow 
the children’s band, 

waving a branch of the palm tree 
high in my hand; 

one of his heralds, 
yes, I would sing 

loudest hosannas, 
“Jesus is King!” 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord God has given me 
   the tongue of a teacher,* 
that I may know how to sustain 
   the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
   wakens my ear 
   to listen as those who are taught.  
5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 
   and I was not rebellious, 
   I did not turn backwards.  
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 
   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
   from insult and spitting.  

7 The Lord God helps me; 
   therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
   and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
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8   he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
   Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
   Let them confront me.  
9 It is the Lord God who helps me; 
   who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment; 
   the moth will eat them up.  

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you 
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting,  

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
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11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:   “Palm Sunday-Leading the Way in Humility”   Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today we are going to have a traditional Palm Sunday sermon. The stories from the scriptures 

prior to this text have been: healings, teachings of discipleship, how to share our many blessings, 

miracles, and covenant themes. They have included references as to who Jesus is, but Jesus has 

told his followers not to tell anyone. They were told to keep the secret!  Jesus still had much work to 

do. We have learned what kind of people follow Jesus . . . everyday people, (just like us), tax 

collectors, harlots, lepers, the sick, the blind and folks that no one would want in their company! 

Today’s story begins with Jesus heading to Jerusalem. The Mt. of Olives is on the way. This is 

a well-known place.  It is a place in which they grew olive trees. Olives were a very high commodity.  

They used the oil for their lamps, for medicine, food, cooking, anointing, and in scarifies. The wood 

was used for furniture. The olive branch was a symbol used for peace, and it was brought back to 

Noah on the ark as a symbol of hope of the new world God had promised. The Mt. of Olives is 2 miles 

east of Jerusalem, and it sits upon a hill. It was a look out area for the city of Jerusalem. It was a 

place that they built fires each month to signal the start of the month. Jerusalem communicated to the 

world from this place. The temple was in open view from on top of the hill. Jesus liked to come here to 

pray in the garden area, a place that they processed the olives, called the Garden of Gethsemane. 

He returned to this place the night he is betrayed. This is the setting for today’s story.   

Jesus came to this place, and he sent out two disciples to make ready, to prepare the way. 

They are to go into the village up ahead of them. They are told that there will be a colt tied there that 

has never been ridden. They were told to untie the colt, and bring it to him. We don’t know how Jesus 

knows that there is a colt waiting there. There are questions that we have when we read this story. 

Did he make arrangements ahead of time?  Did God show him the way?   

Here is what we need to look at in this story.  We need to look at the symbolism of it all. Jesus 

was taking the first ride.  He is rode humbly. He could have ridden on anything. A magnificent horse 

could have been the choice, but instead he humbly takes the first ride on a burrow, a colt. He told his 

disciples how to handle the situation, what to say.  When asked, they answered, “The Lord needs it.”  

As Jesus rode these two miles into town, people are placing their cloaks on the ground for 

Jesus to ride on. These cloaks are not fancy clothes they are the rags worn by everyday people. They 

might have been torn, and tattered, but maybe the best that they had. This detail that is told in Luke’s 

version of the story is important. Pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem would often travel this path, but it 

was also traveled by conquering Kings.  The Kings would come into town riding a horse being 

greeted by soldiers, and the people of the town. This is a kings welcome, but this is not ordinary king. 

Luke is an excellent evangelistic story teller. Luke throws in all of the details to prove who this king 
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really is!  Luke uses bits, and pieces from the wording in the songs and scripture of prophesy from: 

Zechariah 9:9-10, Genesis 49:10, I Kings 9:13, and 2 Kings 9:13. These texts describe this story. The 

Messianic secret is told-- Jesus is the Messiah, the King of Peace!   

When we read this well-known story, we often think of Mark’s version of the story, with the 

palm branches and the shouting of “Hosanna’s.” Many of us acted out this story of Jesus that we all 

like to hear, when we were children. In the version from Luke is nothing more than just a story unless 

we look at who Jesus is to us. Some of us hear this story and say, “so what?”  Who cares?  What is 

this story supposed to mean for me? 

This story reminds us that there is more to life in this world. The One God’s people have been 

waiting to break their oppression from the Romans has come to save the people and set them free. In 

the story this group of ordinary people found hope!  They begin praising God.   

The Psalm that was read this morning may have been the song they sang: “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  This is the day that the Lord as made; Let us be 

glad and rejoice in it! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. The Lord is God, and has 

given us light. And the people also sang, “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven!” This is 

no ordinary king! God came in the person of Jesus to show us the way to the riches of a new life.  

Jesus came to be that corner stone in our lives.   

Our text from Philippians explains to us how God came in the person of Jesus by empting 

himself into human form, so that God through Jesus will be for us the ultimate sacrifice. Today’s story 

points to Jesus as the one, and the only one who can break us free not just from the people, and 

things of this world, but from the sin, and death that would hold us to the death of this world. Jesus is 

the King of Peace for all of God’s people for all of time! It is this Jesus that is the hope that we have 

through his death on the cross and his being the first to be resurrected from the dead! 

God loves us so much that God through Jesus came to us in total humility by his birth in a 

lowly stable. Jesus walked among us. He is the King of Peace, fulfilling the scriptures, and became 

the ultimate sacrifice for our sins through his humiliating death on a cross, so that we might have new 

life through the resurrection. Jesus took the first ride on that colt humbly for us, and for our sake, so 

that we might also have new life through him. It is Jesus who lights the path. It is Jesus who through 

his suffering, death and resurrection initiates God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

Philippians invites us to: put on the mind of Christ, become obedient and serve the Lord our 

God. “Let every knee bend in heaven, and on earth and every tongue confess that it is Jesus Christ 

that is Lord of heaven and earth.” The scriptures for today, have revealed this truth through Jesus the 

Christ. Our lives have hope now, and in the life to come.  Praise be to God!  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 
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mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

OFFERTORY   
                 
DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”       UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
  
Offering Prayer (Isaiah 50, Psalm 31) 
God of steadfast love, even when all seems lost, you fill us with renewed hope. Bless these gifts of 
bread and wine, fruit of the vine and work of human hands, that they may nourish our hungry souls for 
the days that are before us, in the name of Christ, who lived and died and rose again. Amen.  
   

Closing Hymn    “Open the Eyes of My Heart”            W&S 3008 

Chorus      Verse 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord   To see You high and lifted up 
Open the eyes of my heart    Shining in the light of Your glory 
I want to see You     Pour out Your power and love 
I want to see You     As we sing holy holy holy 

Bridge 

Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 

I want to see You 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Let us go forth with the eyes of our hearts open to all Jesus has done for us. Let us live with a new 

courage to help others understand all that He has done for them. Let our lives bear witness to His 

love. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                                    “This Is The Day” (Garrett) 
 

 

 


