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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
    Holy Thursday – April 1, 2021               

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         “When Jesus Wept” (Billings) 
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “Were You There”     UMH 288 

1. Were you there when they   Refrain 
crucified my Lord?     Oh! Sometimes it causes me to 
(were you there)     tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they    Were you there when they  
crucified my Lord?     Crucified my Lord? 
(were you there)     (were you there) 

2. Were you there when they   3.  Were you there when they 
nailed him to the tree?    Nailed him to the tree? 
(were you there)     (were you there) 
 Were you there when they    Were you there when they 
 nailed him to the tree?    Nailed him to the tree? 
(were you there)     (were you there) 
Refrain      Refrain 
 

4. Were you there when the   5.  Were you there when they 
sun refused to shine?    Laid him in the tomb? 
(were you there)     (were you there) 
 Were you there when the    Were you there when they 
 sun refused to shine?    Laid him in the tomb? 
(were you there)     (were you there) 
Refrain      Refrain 
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*Call to Worship:   (1 Corinthians 11, John 13) 
Leader: Come to the table. Come, little children, come. 
People: We gather to listen, to remember, to love, and even to feast together. 
Leader: Christ invites us to worship, to sing, and to praise. 
People: We all are welcome at Christ’s table of love. 
    
Opening Prayer of Confession (Exodus 12, Psalm 116, 1 Corinthians 11, John 13) 
When fear holds us in bondage, and worry prevents us from following you, release us. When 
selfishness tempts us to oppress others and keeps us from serving those in need, forgive us. 
When forgetfulness and thoughtlessness distract us and keep us from paying heed to your 
teachings, awaken us. 
 
Words of Assurance (Psalm 116, John 13) 
Pastor: Little children, Christ calls us to love, serve, and remember. As we remember the times that 
we have failed, God hears our cries and offers us the cup of salvation. Love, serve, remember. . .We 
are God’s children, redeemed by Christ’s grace. 
 
Special Music “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” (St. Christopher)        Duet: Dana and Joy Shrader 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Holy One, Author of New Life, open our hearts, minds, and souls to enter again into the sacred 
journey of Christ’s passion, and death. Help us walk in the ways of Jesus. Help us find our place on 
this path. Invite our hearts to be moved and our faith stirred. Give us the courage to lay bare our 
own vulnerabilities, that we may see the sacred intersection of our lives and the passion of Christ. 
Help us to hold on to the hope that resurrection and new life and near.  

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

Hymn      “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”    UMH286  

1. O sacred Head, now wounded,   2.  What thou, my Lord, hast suffered 
with grief and shame weighed down,  was all for sinners’ gain; 
now scornfully surrounded    mine, mine was the transgression, 
with thorns, thine only crown:   but thine the deadly pain. 
how pale thou art with anguish,   Lo, here I fall my Savior! 
with sore abuse and scorn!    ‘Tis I deserve thy place; 
How does that visage languish   Look on me with thy favor, 
which once was bright as morn!   Vouchsafe to me thy grace. 
     

3. What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 

O make me thine forever; 
and should I fainting be, 
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Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love for thee. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Exodus 12:1-14 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on 
the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a 
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb 
shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until 
the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at 
twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the 
fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted 
over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover 
of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgements: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  

Psalter Reading: Psalm 116         UMH 837 

RESPONSE: The cup of salvation I will raise, and call on the name of the Lord. 

Leader:  1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice and my supplications, 2 and has inclined his ear to 

me whenever I called. 

ALL:  3The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered                  

distress and anguish. 

Leader:  4Then I called on the name of the Lord: 

ALL:  “O Lord, I beseech you, save my life!”   R 

RESPONSE: The cup of salvation I will raise, and call on the name of the Lord. 

Leader:  5Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

ALL:  6The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought low, the Lord saved me. 

Leader:  7Return, O my soul, to your rest; 
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ALL:  for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 

Leader:  8For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; 

ALL:  9I walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

Leader:  10I kept my faith, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” 

ALL:  11 I said in my consternation, “All humans are a vain hope.”      R 

RESPONSE: The cup of salvation I will raise, and call on the name of the Lord. 

Leader:  12What shall I return to the Lord for all my benefits? 

ALL:  13I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 

Leader:  14I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 

ALL:  15Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. 

Leader:  16O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid. You have loosed 

my bonds. 

ALL:  17I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the Lord. 

Leader:  18I will pay my vows to the Lord, in the presence of all his people, 

ALL:  19 in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!       

RESPONSE: The cup of salvation I will raise, and call on the name of the Lord. 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my 
body that is for* you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 25In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

Gospel Lesson: John 13:1-17; 31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The 
devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 
3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 
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my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but 
is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, 
and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that 
you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are 
blessed if you do them.  

18I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfill the scripture, ‘The one 
who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it 
does occur, you may believe that I am he. 20Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send 
receives me; and whoever receives me receives him who sent me.” 21After saying this Jesus was 
troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22The disciples 
looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 23One of his disciples—the one whom 
Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; 24Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of 
whom he was speaking. 25So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26Jesus 
answered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when 
he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27After he received the 
piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.” 
28Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29Some thought that, because Judas had the 
common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. 30So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 
night.  

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 
him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to 
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:  “Just as I Have Loved You, You Should Love One Another”     Pastor Shari McCourt 

Tonight is our last service for the Lenten season. On Sunday we will celebrate with colors of 

white, and gold, as the season of Easter begins.  Let us refresh ourselves in remembering the story of 

God’s love for God’s people. 

God created the heavens, and the earth out of chaos.  God created every living thing. 

(Genesis) God loved God’s creation so much that we were given free will to choose to believe, love, 

and obey God, or not believe, not love, and notobey. Through time, we as humans did not believe, 

love, or obey God with our whole hearts, and we began to enslave ourselves to sin and death. God 
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sent prophets to try to teach us, and lead us to a better life. God made covenant with God’s people. 

God’s love is steadfast so, God kept the covenant to love us and protect us. 

When God had reached the end of God’s patience, God sent a flood to cover the earth and 

wipe out every living except Noah and his family. God made a new covenant with God’s people, and 

placed a rainbow in the sky to remind us all that God will never do that again. God vowed to love 

God’s people unconditionally.  

When humans continued to struggle, God kept covenant with humanity, and decided to save 

us from ourselves by coming in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, God’s only begotten Son. Jesus was 

born in a humble stable. Jesus did not come as the people thought. He came born from a woman, not 

riding into the world on a glorious white horse. The King of Kings, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, 

Messiah of all, came into this world teaching how to serve. His earthly father was Joseph, a 

carpenter. Jesus learned the trade of his earthly father, and also became a carpenter.  

John the Baptist was sent to baptize Jesus, so that all would know without a doubt, that Jesus 

is the “Beloved to whom God is well pleased,” the son of the Almighty. Jesus went out among 

average, ordinary people to recruited for God’s ministry, and made fishers of people. Jesus healed, 

performed miracles, fed the five thousand plus their families from a few loaves of bread, and fish. 

Jesus and his disciples went from town to town proclaiming the good news that God has come to 

save us from ourselves. This past week, we celebrated Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, and 

the people threw down their cloaks as he rode into town, and cried loud Hosannas to the King of 

Kings; and proclaimed, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

Tonight we look at Jesus last Supper. People had traveled far for the festival of the Passover 

meal. Jesus knew that his time on this earth was coming to an end, and it was time for him to go 

home to the Father. He knew that he was with the Father, and the Father was with him, the Father 

had given him all things. It is believed that Jesus had much wisdom. 

As the meal was being served, the devil placed into the heart of Judas, one of Jesus disciples, 

seeds of betrayal. In the midst of the meal, Jesus got up from the table, took off his outer garment of 

clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. (John 13) He poured water from a pitcher into a large 

basin. Jesus knelt down in front of each disciple in the position of a servant, and washed the feet of 

his disciples, and dried their feet with a towel. 

Michael Card sang a contemporary hymn, called, “The Basin and the Towel,” the lyrics speak 

to my soul. I am called to share them with you: 

 

The Basin and The Towel By Michael Card 
 
In an upstairs room, a parable 
Is just about to come alive. 
And while they bicker about who's best, 
With a painful glance, He'll silently rise. 
 
Their Savior Servant must show them how 
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Through the will of the water 
And the tenderness of the towel. 
 
Chorus: 
And the call is to community, 
The impoverished power that sets the soul free. 
In humility, to take the vow, 
That day after day we must take up the basin and the towel.  

 

The scripture from today’s gospel reading that Michael Card put to music, has been a guiding text for 

me as a Christian as well as a pastor. 

A Sunday ago, we celebrated, and studied the last of Jesus teaching ministry by his speaking, 

or sharing a parable. Jesus last supper with his disciples, he taught with few words. Instead, Jesus 

shows the followers the way to life. Our servant leader knelt down in total humility to wash the feet of 

his disciples. He washed away their sins from after their baptism. Jesus is the One who washes away 

our sins. He explained that this was not a bath. He was not concerned over the dust on the body that 

may have accumulated by their travels. Jesus was concerned about the cleanliness of their soul, and 

of their Christian character! 

Jesus modeled serving, and as his body, the community of faith, in total humility are to serve 

one another as servants. He initiated the intimacy that we have with Him and God his father. As he 

knelt in front of each disciple, he gave his love to each one individually as well as the whole 

community. Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you should love one another.” The King of Kings 

taught to lead with the heart of a servant. In this act Jesus reveals who he is and who we are to be in 

His name. Through the tenderness of the towel, he demonstrated his love and grace for all even 

those who betray him. And…that is all of us at one time or another. 

John 13:12-17, says, “12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 

returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  

13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  

14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet.  

15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  

16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 

greater than the one who sent them.  

17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 

Jesus blesses the community as we serve together in Him name. 

At this very gathering, Jesus knew that not all of the disciples were clean, or pure of heart. He 

knew that it was Judas who would betray him. As we continue to read the passion of Jesus, spending 
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time on the story of Judas betrayal, we are reminded that we all fall short of the glory of God. We all 

betray our Lord and Savior. By the grace of our Lord, we are forgiven. It is HE who died for our sins 

that we celebrate new life in him. 

 Our homework is to continue to read and pray through the Passion of Christ. Spend time in 

meditation on the One who was without sin, and yet died for the sin of the world. I pray that your heart 

may be open to his Holy Spirit calling you into a deeper relationship. Amen.  

   

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

OFFERTORY   
                 
 
DOXOLOGY        “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Offering Prayer (Psalm 116, John 13) 
Loving God, we love you and praise you—for loving us, for trusting us to be your servants, for 
strengthening us to be your disciples. Live and love through these gifts that others may feast 
at your table and know of your grace. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.    
        
Closing Hymn      “Jesu, Jesu”        UMH 432 
 
Refrain      1.  Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
Jesu, Jesu,      silently washes their feet, 
fill us with your love,     Master who acts as a slave to them. 
show us how to serve    Refrain 
the neighbors we have from you. 
 

2. Neighbors are rich and poor,   3.  These are the ones we should serve, 

neighbors are black and white,   these are the ones we should love; 

neighbors are near and far away.   All these are neighbors to us and you. 

Refrain       Refrain 
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4. Loving puts us on our knees,    5.  Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
serving as though we are slaves,    silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you.   This is the way we should live with you. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 
BENEDICTION  

People of God go forth continuing to trust in our Lord and Savior. Be filled with Holy Spirit, and walk 
with Christ to the end. He is the way! Go in His peace and love. Amen.                                                                                                                             

POSTLUDE                           “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” (Wilson) 

 

 

 
 


