Johnsville United Methodist Church
Union Bridge, MD
Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with
God and to share His word and His love with the larger community.
PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION
Easter 3 – April 18, 2021
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRELUDE

“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” (Doane)

WELCOME
Opening Hymn

“Easter People Raise Your Voices”

1. Easter people, raise your voices,
sounds of heaven in earth should ring.
Christ has brought us heaven’s choices;
heavenly music, let it ring.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Easter people, let us sing.
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2. Fear of death can no more stop us
From our pressing here below.
For our Lord empowered us to
Triumph over every foe.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
On to victory now we go.

3. Every day to us is Easter,
with its resurrection song.
When in trouble move the faster
to our God who rights the wrong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
See the power of heavenly throngs.
Call to Worship:
(Luke 24)
Leader: See and you will believe. Believe and you will see.
People: In the midst of our sorrow and grief, Christ comes to ease our pain.
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Leader: See and you will believe. Believe and you will see.
People: In the midst of our doubt and fear, Christ comes to bring us hope.
Leader: See and you will believe. Believe and you will see.
People: In the midst of our sickness unto death, Christ comes to bring us life.
Opening Prayer (1 John 3)
Merciful God, you come to us in our darkness and fill us with your light; you come to us in our
weakness and do not put us to shame; you come to us as we wander like orphans and call us
your children. Help us purify ourselves, as Christ is pure, that we may be fit vessels to carry
your light to the world. Amen.
“Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)” (Hillsong)

Special Music

Solo: Rachel Morgan
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
Spirit of the Risen Savoir, when we fail to recognize you, we become reluctant to follow in your way.
Just as the disciples struggled to comprehend how the Christ could have been the suffering servant,
we find it difficult to see you in those who suffer today. We resist starting down the path you have
shown us until we know exactly where it will lead. Free us from cynicism and fear. Liberate your
world from suspicion and prejudice. Forgive us, Living Lord, and lead us where you will. We ask that
you heal those in the world in which we live that they will also seek you and your will. Use us to
bring others to the hope of your son, Jesus who taught his disciples to pray….
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
“Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”

Hymn
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Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
look full in his wonderful face, (wonderful face,)
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim
in the light of his glory and grace.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Epistle Lessons: Acts 3:12-19
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus,
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him.
But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. “And now, friends, I
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know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had
foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so
that your sins may be wiped out,
1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who
sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:36-48
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be
with you.’* 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to
them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my
feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have.’ 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.* 41While in their joy
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 42They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’
45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You
are witnesses of these things.
Response to Scriptures:
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:

“Our Identity is with the Resurrected One”

Rev. Shari McCourt

The post resurrection stories from the Bible often cause us to raise a number of questions, just
like the disciples of Jesus did. Our story this morning from the Gospel of Luke chapter twenty-four, is
a continuation of the story, we may remember as the “Road to Emmaus.” They had just heard the
story from Cleopas regarding his walk to Emmaus. The disciples had been sitting around the table,
when Jesus took bread, blessed the bread, and broke it. He gave this blessed bread, which mirrored
the Last Supper in some ways to each one of them. When they ate it, their eyes were open, and they
recognized the risen, Jesus. Then he vanished right in front of them. They questioned themselves,
talking about how their hearts had been stirred when on the road to Emmaus, but they could not put it
3

all together. As they traveled to Jerusalem, they talked about how Jesus had appeared to Simon, and
then on the road to Emmaus. They were becoming convinced that Jesus had risen! (Luke 24:30-35)
Today’s lesson begins with Luke 24:36, as the disciples kept taking about Jesus’ appearances,
and what it was like. Then in the middle of their conversation, Jesus appeared to them, and said,
“Peace be with you.” When we think back about the character of the disciples, they were average
everyday people. Some of them were a little rough around the edges. They were strong! Jesus’ nick
name for some of them was “sons of thunder,” because they were considered to be brash, rude,
noisy, cocky, and maybe a little arrogant at times. When Jesus appeared to them and spoke,
scripture said they were “startled, terrified, and thought that they saw a ghost. Jesus didn’t
understand why they were scared, and doubted. He told them everything before he was crucified.
One of the things that resonates with my soul is the way that Jesus met them exactly where
they were, and invited them to look at him, and touch him. Jesus met them in the midst of their
doubts. Before he appeared, they were talking about their experiences with the resurrected Jesus,
and yet when it happened again, they doubted. This doubt is what happens to many of us. We
experience Jesus in our lives, talk about it, share with others, and when it happens again…we doubt.
Jesus also helps us to understand that He is risen!
In this text we read where Jesus tried very hard to help the disciples understand that he was
not a ghost. They were able to see the piercings on his hands, yet he was alive in a resurrected body.
Jesus communed with them by sitting at the table and eating bread and fish. Jesus having a meal
with them is a glimpse of the already initiated Kingdom of God.
While they ate, he quoted to them what they had been told before, that he would suffer, die
and on the third day rise again, and “that repentance and forgiveness of all sins is to be proclaimed in
his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” Jesus instructed them that they were to be
witnesses of all these things. Jesus commissioned the disciples to go forth and share the good news!
Jesus prepared them to receive the power of the Holy Spirit, and they were to remain in the
city until it had come. Jesus guided them away from the city to Bethany, where he lifted his hands and
blessed them. We are to hear this instruction and receive this blessing to proclaim the good news of
Jesus the Christ.
Our epistle lesson from 1 John 3:1-7 helps us to understand our new identity. As humans, we
often identify ourselves in many ways, according to the different hats that we wear. We might see
ourselves as: sister or brother, daughter or son, husband or wife, grandparent, aunt or uncle, and that
doesn’t even include what we do for a living. We also may have personas related to different clubs or
groups to which we belong. Our identity, and the way that we think of ourselves changes, depending
on how we see our connection to others, and how we believe that they see us.
1 John chapter three helps us to better understand what matters most is how God sees us in
relationship with God. When we focus on the way in which we believe that those of this world, see us,
we react in struggle, and frustration. We feel pressure, and temptations. There is a song that the
Christian band, Casting Crowns sings that makes this point very well. The song is called “Nobody.”
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“Nobody: by Casting Crowns
Why You ever chose me
Has always been a mystery
All my life, I've been told I belong
At the end of a line
With all the other Not-Quites
With all the Never-Get-It-Rights
But it turns out they are the ones You were looking for All this time
'Cause I'm just a nobody trying to tell everybody
All about Somebody who saved my soul
Ever since You rescued me, You gave my heart a song to sing
I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus
I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus
Moses had stage fright
And David brought a rock to a sword fight
You picked twelve outsiders nobody would've chosen
And You changed the world
Well, the moral of the story is
Everybody's got a purpose
So when I hear that devil start talking to me, saying
"Who do you think you are?" I say
I'm just a nobody trying to tell everybody
All about Somebody who saved my soul
Ever since You rescued me, You gave my heart a song to sing
I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus
I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus
So let me go down, down, down in history
As another blood-bought faithful member of the family
And if they all forget my name, well, that's fine with me
I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus
So let me go down, down, down in history (Go down in history)
As another blood-bought faithful member of the family
(It's all I ever wanna be) And if they all forget my name, well, that's fine with me
I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus, yeah
I'm just a nobody (Nobody)
Trying to tell everybody
All about Somebody
Who saved my soul (Oh, saved my, saved my soul)
Ever since You rescued me
You gave my heart a song to sing (You gave me a song to sing)
I'm living for the world to see
Nobody but Jesus (Nobody but You, Lord)
I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus
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I'm living for the world to see nobody but Jesus
This Epistle lesson from 1 John not only spells it out that we are called to be part of God’s
family, but that is our new identity! We are God’s own children, because of what Jesus did for us. We
are made in God’s image! We continue to purify ourselves by seeking to be like Jesus in all that we
do. We are to not only be His hands and feet, but we are to look at one another as He sees each one
of us, and love as He loves. The world may see each one of us as a “nobody,” but God uses each
one of us to be a “nobody” who helps the world to believe in the “Somebody,” who is Jesus that calls
one, and all into God’s family. We are His and He is our brother!
Maybe we have been struggling with our identity, this text teaches that we belong to the Lord
of all. We are somebody to God through Jesus! We are in the family of the Risen One! The Risen
One could not be kept down by all of the evil in this world! He is risen! We are His! Amen.
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church.
As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings. Even
though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet. The
mailbox will be checked daily. The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106
Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791
OFFERTORY
DOXOLOGY

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Offering Prayer (Psalm 4)
O God, your love gladdens the heart more than the choicest bread and the finest wine. As you
have filled us with every good thing, we offer you our thankfulness in these, our gifts. Amen.
Closing Hymn
1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
His love in death shall never die.

“Christ Is Alive”
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2. Christ is alive! No longer bound
To distant years in Palestine,
He comes to claim the here and now
And dwell in every place and time.
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3. Not throned afar, remotely high,
untouched, unmoved by human pains,
but daily, in the midst of life,
our Savior in the Godhead reigns.

4. In every insult, rift and war,
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
he suffers still, yet loves the more,
And lives, though ever crucified.

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and all creation ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

BENEDICTION
Christ is alive and has met us here. Now let us meet God’s Spirit among friends, strangers, and in
all creation. For God’s live lives today and forevermore! Amen.
POSTLUDE

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Elvey)
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