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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
Easter 7-Ascension-May 16, 2021 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRELUDE         “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (Converse) 
                                                                                                                           
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 
 
Opening Hymn          “My Tribute”     UMH 99 

To God be the glory, 
to God be the glory, 
to God be the glory 

for the things he has done. 
With his blood 

he has saved me; 
with his power 

he has raised me; 
to God be the glory 

for the things he has done. 
 

Call to Worship:  (Psalm 47:1, 6) 
Leader: Clap your hands, people of God. 
People: Shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
Leader: Sing your praises, people of God. 
People: Sing praises to our king, sing praises. 
Leader: Look to the heavens, people of God. 
People: See the power of the Most High God. 
Leader: Clap your hands, people of God. 
People: Shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
      
Opening Prayer (Acts 1, Luke 24) 
Most High God, as Christ ascended into the heavens, may our hearts ascend to you. Open our 
eyes to the power of your Spirit, that we may strive for more than the pedestrian ways of this 
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world. Open our lives to the fullness of your power, that we may be clothed with power from 
on high. Help us wait patiently for the baptism of your Spirit, that we may be found worthy of 
your great gifts. Amen. 

 
Special Music 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Merciful God, 
when offered the promise 
of your glorious inheritance, 
we settle for so much less. 
Rather than lifting our gaze to see and live 
with the eyes of our hearts enlightened, 
our eyes are fixed on the ground; 
our hearts are set on earthly power; 
our aspirations are limited to getting ahead. 
Forgive us. 
Teach us anew to wait for your Holy Spirit, 
that we may be clothed with power from on high, 
in the name of the one who ascended to heaven 
to show us the way to live here on earth. 
 
When we have the patience and the courage 
to wait, empty, for your Spirit, O God, 
you justify the hope to which we have been called, 
you fill us with your Spirit, 
forgive our transgressions, 
and clothe us with power from on high. 
Heal those who need your comfort . . .  
 
Thank you for the blessings that you give us . . .  
 
Bless those in leadership in our world, country, community and our church with wisdom and  courage.  
Please bring your peace to all, thank you Holy God for the oneness you have called us into by our 
Son Jesus Christ in whose name we pray now and always.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
  

Hymn      “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”   UMH 173 

1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies,  2.  Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Christ, the true, the only light,       unaccompanied by thee; 
Sun of Righteousness, arise,       joyless is the day’s return, 
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triumph o’er the shades of night;       till thy mercy’s beams I see; 
Dayspring from on high, be near;       till they inward light impart, 
Daystar, in my heart appear.       Cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 
 

3. Visit then this soul of mine; 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, Radiancy divine, 
scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Epistle Lesson: 1 John 5:9-13 

9 If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that 
he has testified to his Son.  

10 Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe 
in God[a] have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his 
Son.  

11 And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  

12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. 

Gospel Lesson: John 17:6-19 

”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.  

They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  

7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you;  

8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  

9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours.  

10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  

11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A9-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30617a
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12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me.  

I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled.  

13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 
made complete in themselves.  

14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world.  

15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.  

16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  

17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  

18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  

19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: Rev. Shari McCourt 

The Ascension 

 Today we celebrate Ascension Sunday! Technically, Ascension Day is always on Thursday. 

Some churches move the celebration to Sunday, due to not having a Thursday service. It is strange 

to me that the church at large doesn’t discus this subject very often.   

The Ascension is an integral part of God’s love story for us. This part of the story follows the 

betrayal, crucifixion, and resurrection. The Ascension is an important part of the love story God has 

for God’s people, because this part of the story signals the completion of the saving action God has 

for God’s creation. 

The Ascension proves these points: 

What God begins - God finishes! 

The Jesus who ascended will come again by descending to us. 

This tells us that God is dependable. 

There is unity in Divine action that judges, and counters all of the disunity, and incompleteness 

of our mortal existence.   
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The signal of completion takes place like this: because Jesus was fully human and fully divine 

through Jesus suffering at the crucifixion; and being raised from the dead in the resurrection as Jesus 

returns to God in the Ascension. Jesus takes with him the fullness of human life experience which 

includes the worst of earthly agony. We should never doubt that God understands our most personal 

struggles, sorrows and defeats, because God came through the person of Jesus and lived among us. 

 We understand from the Ascension that by the power of the Holy Spirit, the Risen One is 

unconfined by time and space. There is not only victory over the earthly death, but by all concepts of 

times and space. Jesus is free to move mysteriously throughout time and space to be with us always. 

We are truly connected through the Spirit of Christ for all time. We are never apart from one another 

we are all one body now and forever.   

 Through the power of the Spirit of Christ, we become the embodiment of the Spirit of our God. 

Jesus prayed for his disciples prior to his ascension in John 17:7-11, from The Message by Eugene 

Peterson says this way:  

“They know now, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that everything you gave me is 

firsthand from you, for the message you gave me, I gave them; and they took it, and 

were convinced that I came from you. They believed that you sent me. I pray for them. 

I’m not praying for the God-rejecting world, but for those you gave me, for they are 

yours by right. Everything that is mine is yours, and yours mine, and my life is on display 

in them. For I’m no longer going to be visible in the world; they’ll continue in the world 

while I return to you. Holy Father, guard them as they pursue this life that you conferred 

as a gift through me, so they can be one heart and mind as we are one heart and mind.” 

 We are called to be one heart and mind of Christ, his hands and feet of his body serving as one.  

Christ is the head, and we are to be the action of body that the head, calls to move through this time 

as saving agents of God’s people. We were chosen by him and are called to serve, empowered by 

the Spirit. Our focus is to look at ourselves with new eyes as members of the household of faith called 

to work together by God’s unfailing grace.   

Scripture does not guarantee our calling by God to be seen by the world as a place of 

popularity, in fact just the opposite! Jesus prayed out of concern for his disciples, and how they would 

be viewed by the world. John 17:13-20, from The Message by Eugene Peterson says this way:  

“Now I am returning to you. I’m saying these things in the world’s hearing so my people 

can experience my joy complete in them. I gave them your word; the godless world 

hated them because of it, because they did join the world’s ways, just as I didn’t join the 

world’s ways.  I’m not asking that you take them out of the world but that you guard 

them from the Evil One. They are more defined by the world than I am defined by the 

world. Make them holy—consecrated—with the truth; your word is consecrating truth. In 

the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, I give them a mission in the 

world. I’m consecrating myself for their sakes so they’ll be truth-consecrated in their 

mission. I’m praying not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me, 

because of them and their witness about me.” 
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When we read that passage out loud, we hear our commissioning by Jesus to live, to serve, and to be 

ONE with Jesus in order to bear witness to the world of his love. We are protected by the Spirit of our 

Lord, when we are called in places that make us uncomfortable in order to bear witness. God kept 

God’s word in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We are to live the word of the Lord as the 

Lord’s joy will be complete in us and us in him. 

In this prayer, we receive Jesus final instructions before he ascended. The Oneness that Christ 

has with the Father, we are to have. This was an affirmation of the expectation of intimacy in our 

relationship with him. Our connection with Christ is to be always, and in all things, and parts of our 

lives. We are not to have a Sunday self and worldly self. We are to be in unison with Christ always, 

through the Spirit! We thank God for the unfailing love God has shown us through the death, 

resurrection and Ascension of his Son Jesus the Christ within in whom we are one body. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

OFFERTORY   
                 
DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer (Psalm 47) 
O God, we praise you for your power and might; we praise you for your love and mercy; we 
praise you for giving us your Spirit; we praise you for your every blessing. In gratitude and 
thanksgiving, for all we have received from your hand, we return to you the fruit of our 
industry, in the name of the one who ascended to heaven, that we might have fullness of life 
here on earth. Amen.       
 
Closing Hymn     “My Life Is in You, Lord”    TFWS 2032 
 

My life is in you, Lord;    With all of my life, 
my strength is in you, Lord;   with all of my strength. 
my hope is in you, Lord;    All of my hope is in you. 
in you, it’s in you.     My life is in you, Lord; 
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My life is in you, Lord;    my strength is in you, Lord; 
my strength is in you, Lord;   my hope is in you, Lord; 
my hope is in you, Lord;    in you, it’s in you. 
in you, it’s in you.     My life is in you, Lord; 
I will praise you     my strength is in you, Lord; 
with all of my life,     my hope is in you, Lord; 
I will praise you     in you, it’s in you, in you. 
with all of my strength; 

 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Lift up your eyes to the heavens. 
Christ ascended to show us the way. 
Trust in the power of the Spirit. 
Christ ascended to clothe us with power. 
Go as witnesses of the risen Lord, and celebrate the Oneness we have through Christ Jesus. 
 

POSTLUDE                            “Bind Us Together” (Gillman)                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 


