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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
May 23, 2021-Pentecost Sunday 

              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit” (Spiritual) 
                                                                                                                            
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “Holy, Holy”                 TFWS 2039 

1. Holy, holy, holy, holy,    2.  Gracious Father, gracious Father, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty;        we’re so blest to be your children, 
and we lift our hearts before you            gracious Father; 
as a token of our love,         and we lift our hearts before you 
holy, holy, holy, holy.         As a token of our love, 

             Gracious Father, gracious Father. 
 
     3. Precious Jesus, precious Jesus,   4.  Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
        we’re so glad that you’ve redeemed us,       come and fill our hearts anew, 
        precious Jesus;          Holy Spirit; 
        and we lift our hearts before you        and we lift our hearts before you 
        as a token of our love,         as a token of our love, 
        precious Jesus, precious Jesus.        Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit. 
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5. Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
hallelujah, hallelujah; 

and we lift our hearts before you 
as a token of our love, 
hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

Call to Worship: (Acts 2, Psalm 104, Romans 8) 
Leader: Call upon God’s holy name. 
People: For in calling, we are saved. 
Leader: Listen for the wind of the Spirit. 
People: For in listening, we will hear the Spirit who brings new life. 
Leader: Hope in the promises of Christ. 
People: We wait, we hope, we worship— for just as Christ came in days long gone, so Christ 
comes to us even now in the power of the Spirit! Opening Prayer  (Acts 2) 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Blow through our lives with the breath of life. Blow through our 
church with the power of prophecy. Blow through our world with the promise of peace and 
justice. Work in us even now, that we may be your people on earth, your Church, your work of 
the Spirit. Gather all peoples together, that all may know of your powerful and life-giving love. 
Amen. 
 
Special Music 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Spirit of gentleness, 
whisper words of assurance and mercy to us. 
As we reflect upon the many ways 
that we do not live out the new life you offer, 
forgive us. 
Refresh us to be your people. 
Renew us to be your Church. 
Rebirth the hope and faith that help us live 
as children of vision and parents of wisdom. 
Strengthen our courage 
to be brothers and sisters of Christ 
in unity and love with all of creation. 
All who call upon God’s holy name are saved. 
As we call, God hears;  
We call on you now for healing . . .  
God loves; God forgives. 
In the name of Christ, we are all forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 

We give you thanks and praise for the joys in our lives  . . . . 

Thank you Gracious One for your Spirit that is with us always.  Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
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who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn       “Spirit Song”      UMH 347 

1. O let the Son of God enfold you   Refrain 
with his Spirit and his love.    Jesus, O Jesus, 
Let him fill your heart    come and fill your lambs. 
and satisfy your soul.    Jesus, O Jesus, 
O let him have the things that hold you  come and fill your lambs. 
and his Spirit like a dove 
will descend upon your life 
and make you whole. 
 

2. O come and sing 
this song with gladness 

as your hearts are filled with joy. 
Lift your hands in sweet 
surrender to his name. 

O give him all your tears and sadness; 
give him all your years of pain, 

and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. 
Refrain 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Epistle Lessons: Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.  

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  

6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each.  

7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  

8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  

9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia,  

10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes,  

11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 
12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  
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13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  

15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  

16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  

18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy.  

19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist.  

20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great 
and glorious day.  

21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  

Romans 8:22-27  

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.  

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  

27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

Gospel Lesson: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 ‘When the Advocate* comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes 
from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me 
from the beginning.  

4But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told you 
about them. 

‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.  

5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?”  

javascript:void(0);
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6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.  

7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate* will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about* sin and righteousness and judgement: 
9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father and you will see me no longer;  

11about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.  

12 ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  

13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, 
but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  

14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:     Pastor Shari McCourt 

Sermon: “The Advocate Has Come”  Pastor Shari McCourt 

Happy Pentecost! I love all of the red and bright colors. All of the churches I have ever 

attended or served, have always worn bright red, orange and gold to represent the tongues of fire 

coming down on the congregation by the Holy Spirit. It is an exciting day because it is Pentecost!  

Pentecost means 50th day. So today is the final celebration of The Great 50 days we know as the 

season of Easter! The 50th day is was used by Diaspora Jews as a celebration of the harvest festival. 

It was called the “Feast of Weeks.” Today’s celebration is truly a summary of all of the season. 

It is a day that we celebrate the new-birth we have in Jesus through his resurrection in the life 

to come, but also in the new life we celebrate happening right now through Christ! We often think 

about today as the birth of the church. And, we do celebrate this new birth today, but the church had 

already begun with the Holy Spirit, the Advocate working in, and through Jesus disciples. Today we 

celebrate the new life, and new birth present in the church through the Holy’s Spirit’s work through us 

as Christ’s church. Jesus had spoken about the, work and presence of the Advocate in many texts 

before those listed today which helped prepare the disciples for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

The interesting thing about the famous text from Acts the one we often think of as “The” text for 

Pentecost is that all of the people were together at one time in one place. I often marvel at what it 

might look like if all of our members were together all at one time in this place. In this dramatic 
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unifying presentation, they were all there when the sound of the rushing wind filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. Tongues of fire appeared among them, and one rested on each one of those 

present. The text says that they were filled with the Holy Spirit!  They began to speak in others 

languages as, they were given the ability. Pentecost is a celebration of the fulfillment of prophesy, 

and an answer to the prayers that had been prayed. 

Our text from Romans talks about this great birthing process that we have been going through, 

and so has all of God’s creation. Jesus death, and resurrection signaled the new life we all celebrate 

in Him, and through Him. The second part of this text refers to the ways in which the Holy Spirit 

intercedes on our behalf. There have been many times in my life, and our lives when we were too 

sick, or weak, or distraught, and could not think of the words needed to pray to the Lord. 

Both in the lessons from Romans, and John give credence to the Holy Spirit as our Advocate. 

In Eugene Peter’s The Message, Romans 8:26-28, words it this way: 

“Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s spirit is right alongside 

helping us along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. He does our 

praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He 

knows for better than we know ourselves, knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us 

present before God. That’s why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love 

for God is worked into something good.” 

Many days when I served as a chaplain, patients shared with me that they wish that they had 

the words to pray. Many of them had lived their life until the point of their illness without a desire to 

pray. They claimed that they knew God was out there somewhere, but their life was going “just fine,” 

and they didn’t need God. One man told me that he, and God were good, until that moment. For 

some, they didn’t understand the intimate relationship our God, through the Holy Spirit wishes to have 

with us. 

 The lesson from Romans reminds of the call to intimacy with the Lord. This passage makes it 

clear that Jesus understands our impatience, our willfulness, and our desire for control. The Spirit is 

there to help us in our rebirthing process, and understands our vulnerability. The free will to which we 

were born, makes this challenge for us. This same free will, desiring to be born new through the 

Spirit, and live by the Spirit, will make us strong through the Spirit! We will be different, and not like 

the world. Our focus will shift from a life of concentration on self to a life of Oneness through the 

Spirit. This rebirth, if we yield our free will towards Spirit, will happen in each one of us individually, 

and as the church! 

So, recently I was reading devotionals related to allowing the Spirit of God to work in our lives, 

and the vision of impact the submission of our will to that of God's will has. I ran across a devotional 

that was more of a how to prayer. I found it on Renaissance Unity. 
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“Spiritual Surrender”  
 
"How many times have we called on God and then ignored the opportunities God sent? Maybe we 
didn't recognize them because they didn't take the form we expected. Spiritual surrender requires 
faith, but it also requires paying attention to opportunities and taking action. We need to look to 
God for guidance, to keep us on the right course, but we can't expect God to kick-start us every 
morning and deliver breakfast in bed."  
~Kathy Cordova  
 
Today's Affirmation  
 
Strengthened by faith, I act upon the opportunities God provides.  
 
Today's Meditation  
 
Dear Mother/Father/God,  
 
I surrender the pictures I have long held of the way I think things should happen.  
I surrender the outcomes I have attached to my goals and plans.  
I surrender the problems and challenges I have been holding onto by reliving and retelling them 
over and over.  
I surrender my stubbornness and rigidity.  
I surrender the pain from the past and fear of the future.  
I surrender any outmoded beliefs I still cling to.  
I surrender everything that is not part of Your plan for me.  
I accept and act on the guidance You provide when I ask.  
I say yes to the new life You are creating in and through me.  
I say yes to the rebirth of the Christ in me.  
I accept Your will as my own and I let it be. 
Amen.  

  

Our challenge is to each work on our ONENESS with the Spirit of God for ourselves 

individually, and for these communities in which we are called to serve. We need to seek the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit to live into God’s will for us in process of our rebirth in Him. Let us be open 

to the Spirit of God! Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD       
 

Many thanks for your faithfulness in supporting the ministries of the church. 

 

As an act of worship, please consider keeping current in your tithes and offerings.  Even 

though the church building is closed, we still have financial obligations we need to meet.  The 

mailbox will be checked daily.  The address is: Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 

Green Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD 21791 

OFFERTORY   
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DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer (Psalm 104, John 15) 
O God, how amazing are the works of your creation, the gift of your presence in our lives and 
in our world! We praise you and thank you, even as we return a portion of these gifts to you. 
Send forth your Spirit in and through these gifts, 
that your loving presence may be felt and known through every ministry, every life, and every 
need touched by these gifts. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn     “I Will Call Upon the Lord”         TFWS 2002 

 

Part 1 (melody)     Refrain 
I will call upon the Lord    The Lord liveth, 
Part 2 (echo)     and blessed be the Rock; 
I will call upon the Lord    and let the God  
Part 1       of my salvation be exalted. 
who is worthy to be praised.    The Lord liveth,  
Part 2       and blessed be the Rock; 
who is worthy to be praised.   And let the God 
Part 1       of my salvation be exalted. 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
Part 2  
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 
All  
I will call upon the Lord. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

May the Spirit of God, sent forth to create, stir in your hearts, minds, and souls a vision of new 

creation. Go, Spirit-filled people of God, make disciples in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                               “My Hope is Built” (Bradbury)                                                                                                                            

 

 

 


