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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     June 20, 2021- Father’s Day               

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         “This is My Father’s World” (Trad. English melody) 
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn:     “Lift Every Voice and Sing”        UMH 519 

1. Lift every voice and sing,    2.  Stony the road we trod, 
till earth and heaven ring,               bitter the chastening rod, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty;             felt in the days when  
let our rejoicing rise               hope unborn had died; 
high as the listening skies,            yet with a steady beat,      
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.       Have not our weary feet 
Sing a song full of the faith              come to the place for which 
That the dark past has taught us;             our fathers sighed? 
Sing a song full of the hope        We have come over a way that  
that the present has brought us;             with tears have been watered; 
facing the rising sun               We have come over a way that with 

of our new day begun,         tears have been watered; 

let us march on          we have come, treading our path 

till victory is won.          Thru the blood of the slaughtered, 

     out from the gloomy past, 

                till now we stand at last 

                where the white gleam 

                of our bright star is cast. 
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3. God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the 
places, our God, where we met thee; 

lest our hearts drunk with the wine  
of the world, we forget thee; 
shadowed beneath thy hand, 

may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 

 
Call to Worship: (1 Sam 17, Ps 9) 
Leader: Sing praises to God, 
People: our courage and our strength. 
Leader: Sing praises to God, 
People: who is faithful and true. 
Leader: Sing praises to God, 
People: that we may be steadfast in our faith 
and true in our discipleship. 
 
Opening Prayer  (1 Sam 17, Ps 9, Mark 4) 
Mighty God, we come to sing your praises 
and to strengthen our faith. Help us find our courage and strength when we need it most. Help 
us reclaim our faithfulness when we are filled with doubt. Help us discover our hope 
when we are plagued by worry and despair. 
May our songs and praises rise to heaven. 
May they also rise in our hearts and strengthen us each and every day. Amen. 
 

Special Music   “The Lord is My Hope” ( M.D Ridge)                  Solo: Jenna Daly 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Father’s Day Prayer    BOW 441 

 For our fathers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them respect and love, we 

pray to the Lord . . .  

 For fathers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them hope, and their 

family and friends support and console them, we pray to the Lord . . .  

 For men, though without children of their won, who like fathers have nurtured and cared for us, 

we pray to the Lord . . .  

 For fathers, who have been unable to be a source of strength, who have not responded to their 

children and have not sustained their families, we pray to the Lord . . .  
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 God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all things.  Bless these men, that they may 

be strengthened as Christian fathers.  Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  Grant that 

we, their sons and daughters, may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect.   Grant this 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

*Hymn     “God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale”    UMH122 

1. God of the sparrow    2.  God of the earthquake 
God of the whale     God of the storm 
God of the swirling stars    God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature say Awe   How does the creature cry Woe 
How does the creature say Praise  How does the creature cry Save 
 
3. God of the rainbow    4.  God of the hungry 
God of the cross     God of the sick 
God of the empty grave    God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Grace   How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Thanks  How does the creature say Life 
 
5. God of the neighbor    6.  God of the ages 
God of the foe     God near at hand 
God of the pruning hook    God of the loving heart 
How does the creature say Love   How do your children say Joy 
How does the creature say Peace  How do your children say Home 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Galatians 2:19-20 

19 For through the law I died to the law,  

so that I might live to God. I 

 have been crucified with Christ;  

20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.  

And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,[a] who loved me and gave himself 
for me.  

Matthew 5:1-12 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2:19-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29085a
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When Jesus* saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  

11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely* on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon     “Fathers! Christ Living in You”   Rev. Dr. David Highfield 

The parents had growing children and they decided to discuss their living wills which give directions 
to family and physicians in the event of a life ending illness. 
  
The father expressed his desires by saying, “Just so you know, I would never want to live in a 
vegetative state. I would never want to be dependent on some machine and fluids from a bottle. If I 
ever get in that state, I just want you to pull the plug. I want to be free to die.” 
  
His wife thought for a moment, got up, unplugged the TV and threw out his bottle of Snapple iced tea. 
  
In Galatians, Paul is referring to another kind of freedom. The Bible reading is in the context of non-
Jewish people becoming Christians and no longer being bound by Jewish law. Paul is promoting 
freedom from the law to the Galatians. Telling his own story he says "...I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me." Another translation reads  “So I quit being a law man so that I could be God’s man.” 
  
This is Father’s Day 2021 and I use these words from the Bible to encourage every father to be God’s 
man. To be God’s man means to depend on the freely given love of Jesus Christ at work in your life. 
To become God’s man does not mean to obey certain rules, to try to impress others, or even to try 
and impress God. Rather, to be God’s man is to have faith in Jesus Christ and let Jesus live in and 
through you, Jesus who loves you and gave himself for you. 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
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Being a man of God is not only being loving, forgiving, and tender – just like Jesus – but also a father 
who is a strong, not wimpy parent, who models loving relationships with others, and who provides 
supervision for those under your care – just like Jesus! 
  
A postal worker told how a customer came to the post office in an angry mood. “I went out this 
morning,” the customer said, “and found a card saying the mailman tried to deliver a package to our 
home, that nobody was there, and now I had to come in here to pick it up. I don’t understand 
this,” she said, “because my husband is home all day.” 
After apologizing, the worker got the woman’s package. 
“O good,” said the customer, “we’ve been waiting for this for weeks.” 
“What is it?” asked the clerk. 
The customer replied with pride, “My husband’s new hearing aid!” 
  
Fathers, listen carefully to this Bible reading this morning. Fathers, Christ’s life will show you how to 
live and Jesus will enable you to be that kind of father that God wants you to be. Embrace the 
spiritual qualities taught by Jesus in Matthew 5, the Beatitudes, including humility, mercy, having a 
pure heart, being a peacemaker. 
  
After he was mature and out of the house, a son wrote this to their father: 
  
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you make my favorite cake for me, and I learned that the 
little things can be the special things in life. 
 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I heard you say a prayer, and I knew there is a God I could 
always talk to and I learned to trust in God. 
 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you make a meal and take it to a friend who was sick, and I 
learned that we all have to help take care of each other. 
 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you give of your time and money to help people who had 
nothing, and I learned that those who have something should give to those who don’t. 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you take care of our house and everyone in it and I learned 
we have to take care of what we are given. 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw how you handled your responsibilities, even when you didn’t 
feel good, and I learned that I would have to be responsible when I grow up. 
 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw tears come from your eyes, and I learned that sometimes 
things hurt, but it’s all right to cry. 
 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I learned most of life’s lessons that I need to know to be a good 
and productive person when I grow up. 
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I looked at you and wanted to say, “Thanks for all the things I saw 
when you thought I wasn’t looking.” 
  
Fathers, listen carefully. Your children are watching you. As Paul said in Galatians 2, so you want to 
say to your children and to their mother: 
“The life you see me living is not ‘mine,’ but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me. I am not going back on that.” 
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Fathers, you will have a powerful impact upon your family if you connect in three crucial areas. 

First, the role of the father is to connect with God. It has long been observed that our children, 
especially our sons, get their view of God from their fathers. The way a father treats his child, 
speaks to his child, disciplines his child plays a major role in the formation of that child’s 
understanding of God. If dad is supportive, loving, and attentive then the child grows to see God 
as their intimate and caring Heavenly Father. Fathers, every aspect of your life, and especially 
your faith practices, will influence your child’s spiritual development and their relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ. 

You fathers are spiritual leaders in your family. That leadership can be shared with your wife. I 
believe that spiritual leadership in the family can be a partnership. But it is important for fathers to 
be clearly men of God, setting an example for sons and daughters. 

When I look back on my early Christian nurturing, I first remember my father, then Mr. Conner, 
the male Sunday School teacher, Mr. Huffman, the male youth counselor, and male seminary 
students who served as assistant pastors in our church, and Mr. Nafzinger, my 5th grade public 
school teacher who was also a Mennonite pastor. Oh, the women were there – also teaching, 
nurturing, and supporting me, but I was most influenced by the men. The church needs men, 
fathers and grandfathers, to be involved in ministries with infants, children and youth, men 
connected with God. 

Second, the role of the father is to nurture his family. Fathers are called upon to be nurturers. 
One of those positive things, it seems to me, is that society has been rethinking what the role of 
the father should be. It is not enough, dads, just to be the breadwinner and to mow the lawn. You 
need to help with the nurturing as well. Fathers who say, “I love you.” Fathers who comforting 
crying children. Fathers who take their children to the grocery store. Fathers who meet their 
children’s teachers. Fathers who hug.  Fathers who turn off the screen and help their children 
with homework. 

Research shows that the majority of youth suicides, high school drop outs, children with 
behavioral disorders, and youths sitting in prisons are from fatherless homes. (**) God bless 
those fathers who are doing good for their children. By the grace of God! 

Third, as a man of God, you will lead others to Christian faith. Others will look at your life and 
wonder what's going on. Maybe they will be influenced to become men of God and nurturing 
parents. Your example will strengthen families, marriages, and our communities. 

Todd Walker, who was a professional baseball infielder for 12 seasons and who has four children, 
said, "My faith in Jesus Christ has played a huge role in my life from day one. Sometimes I've drawn 
upon his strength, and sometimes I've tried to just figure things out for myself. When I've been closest 
in my relationship with Christ and when I've drawn on his strength is when I've been the most 
powerful person." 
  
My hope and prayer for fathers and grandfathers this morning, and that includes me, is that we will be 
men of faith in Christ who are in a personal relationship with God. To connect with God and our 
families is so important. I hope and pray that, as it says in Galatians 3, we fathers will be clothed with 
Christ, so that in every commitment we undertake, within our families, job, congregations, and friends, 
we will lead others, especially our children and grandchildren, to faith in God through Jesus Christ. 
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Back in 2004, when Michael Regan spoke about his father, President Ronald Regan, near the 
president’s burial place in California, he talked about his father’s faith in Jesus Christ. What he said 
next sent me scrambling for a piece of paper to write it down. Referring to his father’s Christian faith, 
Michael said, “I can’t think of a better gift for a father to give his son.” 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD      
        
DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer (2 Cor 6, Mark 4) 
Grant us the courage, O God, to recognize the gifts you have given us and to faithfully share these 
gifts 
with others. As we share these gifts generously and lovingly, bless them and strengthen us in our 
giving, 
that your love may be multiplied and our faith may grow to bless your creation. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn    “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”    TFWS 2146  

 

1. Why should I feel discouraged?  Refrain  
Why should the shadows come?  I sing because I’m happy (I’m happy) 
Why should my heart be lonely  I sing because I’m free (I’m free) 
and long for heaven and home,  for his eye is on the sparrow, 
When Jesus is my portion?  And I know he watches me. 
My constant friend is he: 
His eye is on the sparrow, 
and I know he watches me; 
his eye is on the sparrow, 
and I know he watches me. 
 

     2. “Let not your heart be troubled,”  3.  Whenever I am tempted, 

          his tender word I hear,        whenever clouds arise, 

          and resting on his goodness,       when song gives place to sighing, 

          I lose my doubts and fears;        when hope within me dies, 

          though by the path he leadeth       I draw the closer to him, 

          but one step I may see:        from cares he sets me free: 

         His eye is on the sparrow,        His eye is on the sparrow, 

         and I know he watches me;        and I know he watches me: 

         his eye is on the sparrow,        his eye is on the sparrow, 

         and I know he watches me.        And I know he watches me. 

          Refrain          Refrain 
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BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Go with the blessings of almighty God: purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, 

genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of our Lord. Go in peace and be a blessings for 

everyone you meet. 

 

POSTLUDE                           “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (Lemmel)                    


