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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
July 11, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE      “This is My Father’s World” 
                                                                                                                                
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn              “Blessed Assurance”        UMH 369 

1. Blessed assurance,    Refrain 
Jesus is mine!    This is my story, 
O what a foretaste    this is my song, 
of glory divine!    Praising my Savior  
Heir of salvation,    all the day long; 
purchase of God,    this is my story, 
born of his Spirit,    this is my song, 
washed in his blood.   Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

    2.  Perfect submission,    3.  Perfect submission, 
         perfect delight,         all is at ret, 
         visions of rapture         I in my Savior 
         now burst on my sight;        am happy and blest, 
        angels descending         watching and waiting, 
        bring from above         looking above, 
        echoes of mercy,         filled with his goodness, 
        whispers of love.         Lost in his love. 
       Refrain           Refrain 
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Call to Worship: (Psalm 24, 2 Samuel 6,Ephesians 1) 
Leader: The earth is the Lord’s! Everything in creation belongs to God. 
People: Lift up your eyes! See the mighty works of the Lord! 
Leader: This is the Lord’s house! All who hope in the Lord will be called children of God. 
People: Lift up your hearts! Receive the gracious gifts of the Lord! 
Leader: This is the hour for worship and song. 
People: Lift up your voice! Praise the Lord with all your might!  
Opening Prayer (2 Samuel 6, Psalm 24) 
God of all creation, everything that you have made lifts its unique voice to praise you in all of 
your glory. Even as we worship here, we join our voices to the one true song— the song the 
morning stars began, the song King David danced, the song the angels echoed at the birth of 
your Son. Glory to you, Holy God! Glory! 
Let this hour of worship be wholly to the praise of your glory. Amen. 

 
Special Music   “There Is Another in the Fire” (Hillsong)            Wayne Trout, soloist 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Holy God, 
as we come into the presence 
of your divine holiness, 
we confess our many shortcomings. 
Our hands are not clean; 
our actions do not glorify you; 
Our hearts are not pure; 
our motivations do not glorify you; 
Our words are not true; 
our deceitfulness does not glorify you; 
Our allegiance is fickle; 
our idolatry does not glorify you. 
By your mercy, O God, 
give us hands that are clean, 
hearts that are pure, 
tongues that are true, 
and souls that worship you alone, 
that our whole lives may glorify you. 
 
Let us take this moment to lift up the prayers of confession from our own hearts . . .  
 
All you who seek God, and who have set your hope 
on Jesus Christ, hear the good news: 
we have received forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of God’s grace. 
As forgiven and beloved children of God, 
let us set our hope on Christ, 
and live for the praise of his glory. 

As we lift up the joys from our week. . . .  

We ask your healing touch on those who need your healing. 



3 
 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn          “What Gift Can We Bring”                          UMH 87 

1. What gift can we bring,    2.  Give thanks for the past, 
what present, what token?    For those who had vision, 
What words can convey it,    who planted and watered 
the joy of this day?     So dreams could come true. 
When grateful we come,    Give thanks for the now, 
remembering, rejoicing,    for study, for worship, 
what song can we offer    for mission that bids 
in honor and praise?    Us turn prayer into deed. 
 
3. Give thanks for tomorrow,   4.  This gift we now bring, 
full of surprises,     this present, this token, 
for knowing whatever    these words can convey it, 
tomorrow may bring,    the joy of this day! 
the Word is our promise    When grateful we come, 
always, forever;     remembering, rejoicing, 
we rest in God’s keeping    this song we now offer 
and live in God’s love.    In honor and praise! 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. David and all the people with him 
set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name 
of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. They carried the ark of God on a new cart, 
and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. David and 
all the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their might, with songs and lyres and 
harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.  

 It was told King David, ‘The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to 
him, because of the ark of God.’ So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of 
Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing; and when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone 
six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. David danced before the Lord with all his might; David 
was girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord 
with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.  

 As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the window, 
and saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart.  
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 They brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had pitched for it; 
and David offered burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being before the Lord. When David had 
finished offering the burnt-offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name 
of the Lord of hosts, and distributed food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both 
men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the 
people went back to their homes.  

Psalter Reading: Psalm 24   

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;  

2for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.  

3Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place?  

4Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do 
not swear deceitfully.  

5They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their salvation.  

6Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah  

7Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.  

8Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.  

9Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.  

10Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah   

Gospel Lesson: Mark 6:14-29 

14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer 
has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15But others 
said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod 
heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”  

17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, 
and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 
and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked 
to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even 
half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, 
“The head of John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want 
you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet 
out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king 
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sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 
28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his 
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:      “Praise God at All Cost”                         Rev. Shari McCourt 

Today’s text from the Hebrew scripture lesson and the gospel reading are full of fine lines.  

These texts challenge us to look at how we make the little decisions to live out our Christian 

discipleship. 

The story from 2 Samuel 6 begins with King David, and 30 thousand Israel men having just 

prospered in battle, and they were moving the Ark of the Covenant to out of the house which was on 

a hill. The house was owned by Abinadab, who was a priest. He had provided sanctuary for the Ark of 

the Covenant for many years, after the return from capture of the Philistines. 

The Ark of the Covenant has a great deal of significance about it.  If you look it up in 

commentary or Bible dictionaries, the information goes on for pages. The Ark of the Covenant 

symbolizes God’s presence with the people of Israel, and in turn God’s covenant with them. This 

represents God’s protection of God’s people.  

David had brought with him two men who were sons of Abinadab, Uzzah, and Ahio. It was a 

nice political move to have them with him. David and the men of Israel, were dancing with joy to Lord 

by singing, playing lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. They were traveling, caring the 

Ark on a new cart, when the Ark seemed unsteady. Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the Ark. 

This was the part of the reading that was left out of the lectionary reading for the day but is very 

significant. This guy stepped before the Ark of the Covenant which represents God, and then put his 

hand on it. The hand on it demonstrates NO respect to God. We learn from this story that God 

demands respect. Our God deserves respect in all things! When the man put his hand on the Ark of 

the Covenant the oxen began to shake, and a lightning bolt came from nowhere, and that guy was a 

crispy critter! 

David was angry about this. David judged God as God having lost God’s temper. This loss of 

temper would cause people to judge David as to the importance of worshiping our God over other 

gods, and asking the people to joining in worshipping our God. This part of the story reminds us that 

our God is a living God. They were all partying when zap! This guy was gone. Everything was good, 

and then this man who was there as a sign of peace, and harmony between the neighboring regions 

was toast…burnt toast. David was angry with God for God losing God’s temper. 

This also put David in a strange place. We can only imagine how David must have felt. He 

prayed for God’s will – he and all who were with him were singing and dancing God’s praises and 

God stopped the party. This happens to us. We are going about life singing, and dancing God’s 

praises, and we are hit with some problem from out of the blue. God’s ways are different, and we, like 

David don’t always understand why God does what God does. 
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There are these two people that I know. Both were widowed in their 50’s. They had been 

single for a few years uncertain as to whether or not they would ever find love again. After I officiated 

the wedding of the woman’s son the previous year, the couple became engaged to marry. They are 

both people of great faith who have sung God’s praise for bringing them together for a second chance 

at love. A few months after their engagement was announced he was diagnosed with cancer. Life has 

had its challenges for them, but the groom-to-be’s attitude was good. The couple had continued to 

shout God’s praises. They never faltered in their belief that God, and God alone, would see them 

through this time. They trusted that God would care for them. 

This couple went to all of the doctor visits, and they spent time in prayer, others prayed for 

them. These were all prayers prayed in faith. Two weeks before they were to marry, the man was 

found to be cancer free. He is still cancer free. There is victory in Jesus. There is victory through 

prayer. 

David struggled with God’s calling of him to move the Ark. David left the Ark of the Covenant 

on that hill, and went on to the City of David. We all face fine lines in our faith walk, between the 

worldly ways, and God’s ways. Three months later, David received word that the town where the ark 

had been left, was prospering. David went back to the town, and brought the ark to the City of David 

with great rejoicing. 

This was an important time for David as he established himself as the earthly king who 

represented God on earth. As God’s people, we represent God on earth to people who do not know 

God. How are we looking at this daily in our own lives?  What fine lines are we keeping or walking 

right over the line? David was judged harshly by Saul’s daughter at the end of this part of the story.  

And he was mocked. We should not expect anything different from those who do not know the Lord, 

or trust in the ways of the Lord. 

David was criticized for combining the symbols of politics with those of God. This is a fine line 

that all generations, and people face when combining the values of the people. It is difficult for those 

who believe in God, and those who don’t believe in God, and how to govern countries. Not all of 

God’s people agree on the values. This is something that we are called to keep in prayer, as we pray 

for God’s wisdom for our world. It is easy to fall prey to those who would condemn us for our faith. We 

heard read that this is the example that we should esteem to follow the Lord regardless of the world’s 

ways. 

In the midst of criticism David continued to sing praises to God. His job as king could have 

been on the line, and he sang praises to God and invited all to do the same. How many times has 

someone asked you to give up worshipping God to do something else? When it is an employer, and 

you are trying to put food on the table, and keep a roof over your head, it is a fine line of necessity 

that sometimes causes us to cross that line until God provides another way.  

You know that it is contagious when we sing and praise to our God. Even those who did not 

believe sang, danced and praised God with King David in the midst of it all. Today we are challenged 

with dancing and singing God’s praises when we don’t always understand God’s will. 

Let us pray. 
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O God we don’t not always understand your ways or your will.  It is often difficult for us like David to 

trust where you are leading us.  Please give us strength and courage to trust you more completely, 

and seek your will even when it does not make sense to us.  Inspire us to sing, and dance your 

praises even on the dark days of our lives.  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
OFFERTORY                   

 
     DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
(Psalm 24, 2 Samuel 6, Ephesians 1) 
True God, accept our gifts: gifts of our lives, our souls, and our treasure. Multiply and bless 
these gifts and consecrate them to the praise of your glory. Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn     “Lord of the Dance”      UMH 261 

     1. I danced in the morning    Refrain 
         when the world was begun,    Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
         and I danced in the moon    I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
         and the stars and the sun,    And I’ll lead you all 
         and I came down from heaven   wherever you may be, 
         and I danced on the earth.    And I’ll lead you all 
         At Bethlehem I had my birth.    In the dance, said he. 
 

2. I danced for the scribe    3.  I danced on the sabbath 
and the Pharisee,          when I cured the lame, 
but they would not dance         the holy people said it was a shame; 
and they would not follow me;        they whipped and they stripped 
I danced for the fishermen,         and they hung me high; 
for James and John;         and they left me there 
they came to me          on a cross to die. 
and the dance went on. 
Refrain           Refrain 
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4.   I danced on a Friday    5.  They cut me down 
     and the sky turned black;         and I leapt up high, 
     it’s hard to dance          I am the life, 
     with the devil on your back;         that’ll never, never die; 

          they buried my body          I’ll live in you 
          and they thought I’d gone,         if you live in me; 
          but I am the dance,          I am the Lord of the 
          and I still go on.          Dance, said he. 
 Refrain           Refrain 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Children of God, celebrate the life 
you have been given. 
Live your life with all your might, 
as a dance to God’s glory. 
Live to the praise of God’s glory! 

 

POSTLUDE                               “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

 
                                                                                                                      


