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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     July 18, 2021               

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK      
                                                                                                    
PRELUDE          “The God of Abraham Praise” 
                                                                                                                          
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “I Will Call Upon the Lord”     TFWS 2002 
 
Part 1 (melody)      Part 1 
I will call upon the Lord     So shall I be saved  
Part 2 (echo)                 from my enemies 
I will call upon the Lord     Part 2 
Part 1        So shall I be saved  
who is worthy to be praised.               From my enemies 
 Part 2        All 
who is worthy to be praised.              I will call upon the Lord. 
Part 1 
So shall I be saved 
from my enemies. 
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Refrain 
The Lord liveth, 

and blessed be the Rock; 
and let the God 

of my salvation be exalted. 
The Lord liveth, 

and blessed be the Rock; 
and let the God 

of my salvation be exalted. 
 
Call to Worship: (Ephesians 2, Mark 6) 
Leader: Are you weary from your labors? Here you will find rest. 
People: We are weary from our work. 
Leader: Are you burdened by demands of the crowds? Here you will find peace. 
People: But there are always others who need our help. 
Leader; Do you seek renewal in fellowship with our shepherd? Here you will find strength. 
People: We need strength for the journey. 
Leader: Come to the shepherd and draw courage from the one who gives us peace. 
*Opening Prayer (Ephesians 2, Mark 6) 
Shepherding God, lead us in the paths of peace, that we may lay aside all hostility within us. 
Heal our vision, that we may see our adversaries as members of your household and not as 
our enemies. Be our Shepherd, and we will be the sheep of your pasture ,through Christ 
Jesus, our guide and guardian. Amen. 
 
Special Music            Linda Wood, soloist 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Rock of our salvation, 
your love nourishes us 
like a spring in the desert. 
Even as we yearn for your presence, 
we fall back in fear of your holiness, 
for your righteousness and justice 
bring judgment on our lives. 
Like the psalmist before us, 
we take you for granted: 
as eternal and predictable 
as the rising and setting 
of the sun and moon. 
We shrink at your invitation to find peace, 
not through strength of arms, 
but through the love of a shepherd 
who lays down his life 
for the lost sheep of our world. 
Heal the hardness of our hearts, 
and do not abandon us 
when we trust earthly power and might 
over a love that heals and brings life. 
 
Heal those who need your healing touch . ..   
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Help us to continue to look for your presence in our lives  . .  
 
In the name of our shepherd, amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn            “Heal Us, Emmanuel, Hear Our Prayer”    UMH 266 

1. Heal us, Emmanuel,   2.  Our faith is feeble, 
hear our prayer;         we confess we faintly 
we wait to feel thy touch;        trust thy word; 
Deep-wounded souls        but wilt thou pity 
to thee repair,         us the less? 
and Savior, we are such.        Be that far from thee, Lord! 
 

3. Remember him    4.  She, too, who touched 

     who once applied         thee in the press 

     with trembling for relief;        and healing virtue stole, 

     “Lord, I believe,”          was answered, 
     with tears he cried;         “Daughter, to in peace: 
     “O help my unbelief!”         thy faith hath made thee whole.” 

5. Like her, with hopes 
and fears we come 

to touch thee if we may; 
O send us not 

despairing home; 
send none unhealed away. 

 

Scripture Readings 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Psalm 89:20-37  

I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him;  

21my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him.  

22The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him.  

23I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.  

24My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn shall be exalted.  
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25I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.  

26He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’  

27I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.  

28Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him, and my covenant with him will stand firm.  

29I will establish his line forever, and his throne as long as the heavens endure.  

30If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my ordinances,  

31if they violate my statutes and do not keep my commandments,  

32then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with scourges;  

33but I will not remove from him my steadfast love, or be false to my faithfulness.  

34I will not violate my covenant, or alter the word that went forth from my lips.  

35Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David.  

36His line shall continue forever, and his throne endure before me like the sun.  

37It shall be established forever like the moon, an enduring witness in the skies.” Selah  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said to 
them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming 
and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted place 
by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot 
from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them 
many things.  

53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When they 
got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and began 
to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or 
cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the 
fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:    “Living into the Balance of New Life”                Rev. Shari McCourt 

Today I am excited about being together. We have started into our fifth and third year together. 

I have been giving thanks and praise to God for having this time with you all. I enjoy all you so much! 
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Our story from the gospel of Mark begins with the disciples, who Jesus refers to as apostles, 

standing around Jesus reporting all that they had done. The reference to “apostle” means those who 

are sent out.  Apostles are personal messengers. This term is different from “disciple”, which means 

follower, one who studies the beliefs, and shares the principals and teachings. Jesus had taught the 

disciples to not only go out two by two to teach, heal, and share the good news, but now they were to 

act as personal representatives. We see clearly in this text Jesus inspiring those with him, as 

commissioned agents to work in the world carrying on Jesus’ work through the church. The model for 

our calling is to do as the disciples/apostles did. They returned to Jesus each and every time that they 

were sent out for more instruction. 

In this text, there were people coming to them from all over, and there were many of them. 

Jesus instructed to pace themselves. They had been so busy in ministry that they had not eaten. 

They were tired. Spiritually they were running low. Jesus called them to come away with him, to a 

quiet place, to rest, and replenish. The disciples did as Jesus told them to do. They got into a boat to 

get away from the shore, and the many people who saw them. 

There are times that we get to thinking that everything depends on us to care for everyone. 

The wisdom we see, very apparent in this text, is that Jesus recognizes our fatigue, and encourages 

us to take care of ourselves, to get away from it all, to rest, to renew ourselves for ministry. As Jesus 

sent the disciples to retreat, he retreated with them to aid their restoration. Jesus showed the way of 

healthy balance between Christian responsibility, good spiritual and physical care of one’s self. The 

disciples trusted Jesus to handle the situations that might arise. They never doubted. He taught them 

balance in their new life in him. We too, are to practice balance in our ministry, and in our new life in 

Jesus. The rest and solitude helped them to be better prepared to meet the needs of others, and 

share the hope that comes from Christ. 

When Jesus brought the boat to the shore, many had run on foot, from all of the surrounding 

towns, to meet them. The news of Jesus’ popularity and miracles was traveling ahead of them where 

ever they went. Mark 6:34 said, “Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.” The 

phrase in verse 34 that is striking is, “he had compassion on them.” It does not say that Jesus simply 

felt sorry for the crowds of people. The Greek word for ‘compassion” literally means “gut wrenching.” 

The Greek word relates to the splanchnic nerve that connects to the stomach. This means that Jesus 

seeing the crowds of people’s needs felt it in his gut. It pained him. 

Jesus being fully human, and yet fully divine, hurt along with those who were suffering. He felt 

their pain! It twisted his stomach in knots. Jesus meets people where they are and identifies with their 

pain. No matter what is happening in our lives, this same Jesus meets us in our pain, suffering, and 

fear. As with the people of that day, Jesus reaches out to us as the Good Shepherd gathering us to 

be with him. This Good Shepherd gives direction when our lives seem to be a miss, in our 

wanderings, and misguidedness. Scripture said, “Jesus immediately began to teach them many 

things.” 

The part of the story left out of the lectionary reading is the feeding of the five thousand. It was 

getting dark, when the disciples came to Jesus. They were very practical in reminding Jesus that they 
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were in a place that was out from the towns. People were getting hungry, they were tired, and there 

was nothing around. They suggested sending the people home. 

Jesus met more than the crowd’s physical need of hunger. He also fed them spiritually. He 

gave them hope! He loved them just as they were. He taught them that they were worthy. They 

belonged to God! The disciples were to use what they had. The disciples provided five loaves of 

bread and two fish. Jesus had those in the crowd sit on the green grass of the pasture. Jesus looked 

up to the sky, and blessed the meager offerings of the disciples. 

We too, have meager offerings in our ministry and doubt that Jesus can do anything with what 

we have. Like those of that time we often discount Jesus blessings on what we do that they might be 

actually used for his purposes. The story of the blessings of the loaves and fishes we learn that the 

Lord does not just bless to provide barely enough. The Lord blesses in abundance! They had twelve 

baskets of fish, and bread left over. The abundance of the Lord’s blessings are overflowing in our 

lives as well. After the feeding of the multitudes, Jesus sent his disciples away from that place in the 

boat to go ahead on the other side of the shore. Jesus went up the mountain to be alone and pray. 

Again, we see the model of retreat to renew, pray, and prepare. These texts show balance in 

ministry in several ways. Balance between spiritual, and physical care for those who follow as 

disciples and Christ’s representatives in accordance with teaching and preaching the good news. Still 

maintaining the care, and nurture of the disciples along with meeting the social justice needs of those 

we are called to serve. We need to take seriously the model of ministry Jesus that is taught by 

reading the Word, and prayer. May we trust in Jesus to bless the ministries of these churches that 

they will meet the needs in abundance like the meager blessed loaves and fishes. 

Let us pray with hope looking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Planning and taking time to 

see what and where, God may be leading us to consider for our present and our future. Let us do all 

of these things in the love of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
OFFERTORY                   

 
     DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
(2 Samuel 7, Ephesians 2, Mark 6) 
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Nurturing God, before Israel became a great nation, you shaped your people and gave them a 
home; before you built David a house of cedar, you gave him rest from the labor of protecting 
and defending his people; 
before we became part of your household, you called us to feed in your pasture 
and to rest safely in your fields. In gratitude for your steadfast love, receive the gifts we bring 
this day, that they may be signs of our love for our shepherd. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn     “Cry of My Heart”               TFWS 2165 

Refrain      1.  Teach me your holy ways, 
It is the cry of my heart         O Lord, 
to follow you.           So I can walk in your truth. 
It is the cry of my heart         Teach me your holy ways, 
to be close to you.          O Lord, 
It is the cry of my heart         make me wholly devoted to you. 
to follow 
all of the days of my life. 
 

2. Open my eyes so I can see 
the wonderful things 

that you do. 
Open my heart up 
more and more, 

and make me wholly 
devoted to you. 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Jesus is our shepherd. 
Jesus brings us peace. 
Jesus is our shepherd 
Jesus heals our land! 
Jesus is our Shepherd. 
Jesus brings us peace. 

 

POSTLUDE                                “El Shaddai”                                                                                                                           

 

 
 


