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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     August 22, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE   
                                                                                                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”     UMH 514 

1. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,   2.  Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
ye soldiers of the cross;    the trumpet call obey; 
lift high his royal banner,    forth to the mighty conflict, 
it must not suffer loss.    In this his glorious day. 
From victory unto victory    Ye that are brave now serve him 
his army shall he lead,    against unnumbered foes; 
till every foe is vanquished,   let courage rise with danger, 
and Christ is Lord indeed.    And strength to strength oppose. 
 
3. Stand up, stand up for Jesus,   4.  Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
stand in his strength alone;    the stride will not be long, 
the arm of flesh will fail you,   this day the noise of battle, 
ye dare not trust your own.    The next the victor’s song. 
Put on the gospel armor,    To those who vanquish evil 
each piece put on with prayer;   a crown of life shall be; 
where duty calls or danger,   they with the King of Glory 
be never wanting there.    Shall reign eternally. 
 
Call to Worship:   (Psalm 84, Ephesians 6) 
Leader: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to worship in this holy place. 
People: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to walk with you all of our days. 
Leader: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to live as your people on earth. 
People: How lovely, Lord, how lovely to be strengthened and blessed by your grace.  
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*Opening Prayer (1 Kings 8, Psalm 84, Ephesians 6) 
God of heavenly hosts, we come before you with songs of praise. As we gather in this earthly 
sanctuary, we are reminded that your presence is not limited by these walls. Be with us now 
and always as we call upon your name. Hear our prayers, and speak to our souls. Embrace us 
with the strength of your mighty love that we may go forth with our faith emboldened and our 
courage strengthened to do your will. 
 
Special Music 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Holy One, you have called us to this place, a place where we find your Spirit. We have gathered 
here to pray and to be forgiven, to love and to be loved, and to hear the word boldly proclaimed as 
we apply it to our lives. Open our hearts to the mystery of your Word. Remind us that your word is 
proclaimed in the life of Jesus, the Christ. Help us believe in you and in your love for us. Heal us and 
those that need your healing, and heal the world in which we live that all will come to know your son, 
Jesus. Lord of All, grant wisdom to those in leadership, help all to seek the peace of your son who 
taught his disciples to pray… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn      “Standing in the Need of Prayer”    UMH 352 

Refrain      1.  Not my brother, not my sister, 
It’s me (it’s me), it’s me, O Lord,   but it’s me, O Lord, 
standing in the     standing in the need of prayer. 
need of prayer. (Hallelujah,)   Not my brother, not my sister, 
It’s me (it’s me), (Lord, it’s me!)    but it’s me, O Lord, 
it’s me, O Lord,     standing in the need of prayer. 
standing in the need of prayer.   Refrain 
 

2. Not the preacher, not the deacon,  3.  Not my father, not my mother, 
but it’s me, O Lord,     but it’s me, O Lord, 
standing in the need of prayer.   Standing in the need of prayer. 
Not the preacher, not the deacon,   Not my father, not my mother, 
but it’s me, O Lord,     but it’s me, O Lord, 
standing in the need of prayer.   Standing in the need of prayer. 
Refrain      Refrain 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Psalter Reading: Psalm 84  

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!  
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2My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the 
living God.  

3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at 
your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.  

4Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. Selah  

5Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.  

6As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it 
with pools.  

7They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion.  

8O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah  

9Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed.  

10For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness.  

11For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good thing does the Lord 
withhold from those who walk uprightly.  

12O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.    

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 6:10-20 

0Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  

11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  

12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places.  

13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, 
and having done everything, to stand firm.  

14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness.  

15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.  

16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows 
of the evil one.  

17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  
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18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints.  

19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the gospel,  

20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:     “The Gift of Strength in the Lord”              Pastor Shari McCourt 

     This morning we conclude our four week study from Ephesians about the gracious gifts from God. 

During this study we have discussed: 

• Gifts of the Spirit and what many of them are 

• The Gift of Christian disciplines that help us to become the Fragrance of Christ for one 

another, and the world  

• We have studied the gift of Spiritual Guidance 

Today in the last chapter of Ephesians, Chapter 6 we will take a look at the gift of the Strength. 

The strength of God is Divine power that is always with us. We are encouraged to fill ourselves with 

the strength of God, and to wear it, in the whole armor of God. The Divine Power, and Strength of 

God comes to us through Jesus, who died for us, for our sake and salvation. It was God through 

Jesus, who triumphed over all evil through his death, and resurrection. In this act of God’s justifying 

grace, through Jesus’ death, our debt was paid by God. The battle was fought, and won for our sake, 

and salvation. 

The text from Ephesians that was read today, is believed to have been written by Paul who 

was a former soldier. The graphic imagery of going into battle against the spiritual forces of this world, 

help us to not only understand Paul better, but they help us to understand what we are up against. 

How many of us feel the challenges of spiritual warfare daily? You might start off the day with the best 

spiritual disciplines, and practices; and before you know it, you are facing things that do not seem to 

appear anything like God’s peace. The text talks about protecting ourselves against the arrows, and 

spears that will be coming toward us. These arrows represent the sins of speech, or words that are 

against God, and God’s people. 

 There are times that we fool ourselves into believing that this is some Biblical super hero story, 

but it is not real. Spiritual warfare is real! We can look at things going on in the world, and the way 

situations are reported as examples. The focus on individual desires, and wants over what is best for 

family, and community has grown throughout our country. There are more people, just ‘losing it’, and 

willfully taking the life of another person, or group of people. Guidelines used to protect, are not being 

followed, from simply wearing a mask, to traffic violations, and much more. These are indicative of a 

lack of respect for the quality of life of others, and God’s will for all. The debates over scriptural 
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interpretations have grown. Our own denomination is facing splits and fracturing. These are only a 

few examples spiritual warfare. 

 Individually, we experience spiritual warfare. Some of us struggle with riffs, and fracturing 

within our families, or long term friendships. Addictions maybe used to divide us from following the 

teaching of our Lord and Savior. The text from Ephesians is to help keep us spiritually fit, and 

protected from the temptations that can tear us apart, and lead to sin and death.  

As new creatures, made new by God’s justifying grace, we are instructed to cloth ourselves in 

the strength, and power of the God-the Divine by putting on the whole armor of God.  

This text instructs us several times to wear the whole armor of God. Ephesians 6:11-13, says, 

“11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 

the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to 

withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.” We are to fasten the belt of 

truth around our waist. I like this one. How many times have you had that feeling in your gut that 

something was just not right? The belt of truth will help you with that. 

Then place the breastplate of righteousness over you. In our time of prayer we need to be right 

in our hearts to be truly seeking God’s will in all that we do. We need to be right in our hearts. 

Ephesians 6:15, says, “15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 

gospel of peace.” Our intension should be to walk in the way that leads to God’s peace. This cuts our 

desire to take a walk on the wild side, but instead discern God’s will for ourselves in the paths that 

lead to peace. Ephesians 6:16, says “16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be 

able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.” Strengthening our faith, or asking for stronger 

faith helps us to quench the flaming arrows that may come our way. Has anyone felt flaming arrows 

coming their way? It is faith that protects us and gives us further strength. We should never put down 

our shield of faith, not even in anger!  I was talking with a woman recently who was very angry with 

God, because her cancer has returned. She said, “I am so angry that I don’t want to have faith in God 

anymore!” She had every right to feel angry, but her faith is the only thing to shield her in the process 

of recovery. 

We are to wear the helmet of salvation. This one is interesting. We need to always keep in 

mind who we are, and whose we are, but not to allow our own ego to get in the way of our salvation 

through Christ. Ego is dangerous in our self-deception. We are to have with us the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God. In years past church people memorized scripture. Memorizing scripture can 

be very helpful. We are called to study the word of God. God’s word contains wisdom that we need 

for our spiritual well-being. 

Our last instruction is to pray always, and without ceasing. The instructions from today’s lesson 

are a form of prayer of intension to begin our day clothed in the Spirit of God.  This will help us and 

protect us, so that no matter what comes our way, God is with us. When we pray through this text, we 

have already invited God to be a part of our day in all matters. The invitation is the gift of strength. We 
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do not have to fear anything when we put on the full armor of God! Let us challenge ourselves to do 

so this week! Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

DOXOLOGY         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
We offer these gifts to you, God of heaven and earth, that a bit of your heavenly presence may 
touch the peoples of this earth. Through our offerings, may your realm come; may your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
       
Closing Hymn    “Onward, Christian Soldiers”      UMH 575 

1. Onward, Christian soldiers,   Refrain 
marching as to war,     Onward, Christian soldiers, 
with the cross of Jesus    marching as to war, 
going on before.     With the cross of Jesus 
Christ, the royal Master,    going on before. 
leads against the foe; 
forward into battle 
see his banners go! 
Refrain 

2. At the sign of triumph    3.  Like a mighty army 
Satan’s host doth flee;    moves the church of God; 
on then, Christian soldiers,    brothers, wee are treading 
on to victory!      Where the saints have trod. 
Hell’s foundations quiver    We are not divided, 
at the shout of praise;    all one body we, 
brothers, lift your voices,    one in hope and doctrine, 
loud your anthems raise.    One in charity. 
Refrain      Refrain 

4. Crowns and thrones may perish,   5.  Onward then, ye people, 

kingdoms rise and wane,     join our happy throng, 

but the church of Jesus     blend with ours your voices 

constant will remain.     In the triumph song. 

Gates of hell can never     Glory, laud, and honor, 

gainst that church prevail;     unto Christ the King, 

we have Christ’s own promise,    this through countless ages 

and that cannot fail.      Men and angels sing. 
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Refrain       Refrain 

 

BENEDICTION    

The God of steadfast love blesses you. Jesus, the living bread feeds you. The Spirit of wisdom guides 

you. Go forth with delight to walk in God’s ways, rejoicing in God’s faithfulness. Amen.                                                                                                                          

 

POSTLUDE                     
 


