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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
August 29, 2021             

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE      
                                                                                                                            
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Lord I Want to Be a Christian”     UMH 402 

1. Lord, I want to be a Christian   2.  Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart, in my heart;    in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian   Lord, I want to be more loving  
in my heart. (in my heart)    in my heart. (in my heart) 
In my heart, (in my heart)    in my heart, (in my heart) 

in my heart, (in my heart), (in my heart)   in my heart, (in my heart), (in my heart) 

Lord, I want to be a Christian   Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart. (in my heart)    in my heart. (in my heart.) 

 
3. Lord, I want to be more holy   4.  Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart, in my heart;    in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more holy   Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart. (in my heart)    in my heart, (in my heart) 

In my heart, (in my heart)    In my heart, (In my heart) 
in my heart, (in my heart)    in my heart,(in my heart) 

Lord, I want to be more holy   Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
 in my heart. (in my heart)    in my heart. (in my heart) 
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Call to Worship:  (James 1:22, 25) 

Leader: Let us be doers of the word and not hearers only.  
People: For those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, 
being not hearers who forget but doers who act— 
Leader: they will be blessed in their doing. So may it be for us. 
 
Opening Prayer (James 1, Mark 7) 
Life-giving God, it is so easy to confuse our righteous indignation for the true demands of 
your justice; it is so easy to assume our anger is your anger. Forgive us when our unbridled 
tongues speak evil and render our religious fervor worthless in your eyes. Teach us the 
difference between our human precepts and your life-giving word. Help us to be doers of your 
word, that we may be disciples 
in more than name alone. Amen. 
 
Special Music 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God, forgive us for living our lives without passion and purpose you embodied in Christ 
Jesus. When we settle into the comfortable position of hearing your word without living your word, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. Do not let your mercy end with forgiveness, O Lord. Call us 
forward into new life. Pull us out of the darkness of complacency and into the light of compassion 
and care. Help us to live as doers of the word that all whom we meet are cared for  in the their 
distress and laugh with their joy. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn                  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”    UMH 629 

Refrain 
 
You satisfy the hungry heart   1.  As when the shepherd calls his sheep, 
with gift of finest wheat.    They know and heed his voice, 
Come, give to us,     so when you call your family, Lord, 
O saving Lord,     we follow and rejoice. 
the bread of life to eat.    Refrain 
 

2. With joyful lips we sing to you   3.  Is not the up we bless and share 
our praise and gratitude,    the blood of Christ outpoured? 
 that you should count us worthy, Lord,  Do not one cup, one loaf, declare 
to share this heavenly food.   Our oneness in the Lord? 
Refrain      Refrain 
 
4. The mystery of your presence, Lord,  5.  Yoou give yourself to us, O Lord; 
no mortal tongue can tell;    then selfless let us be, 
whom all the world cannot contain  to serve each other in your name 
comes in our hearts to dwell.   In truth and charity. 
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Refrain      Refrain 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 

My heart overflows with a goodly theme; 
   I address my verses to the king; 
   my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.  

2 You are the most handsome of men; 
   grace is poured upon your lips; 
   therefore God has blessed you forever.  
6 Your throne, O God,* endures for ever and ever. 
   Your royal scepter is a scepter of equity;  
7   you love righteousness and hate wickedness. 
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
   with the oil of gladness beyond your companions;  
8   your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia. 
From ivory palaces stringed instruments make you glad;  
9   daughters of kings are among your ladies of honor; 
   at your right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir.  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 
them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus 
observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash 
it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about 
you hypocrites, as it is written,  

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”  

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is 
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For 
it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.”  

Epistle Lesson: James 1:17-27 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he 
gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  

javascript:void(0);
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You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and 
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to 
save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for 
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who 
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers 
who act—they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their 
tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon            “When Hearts Are One”    Pastor Shari McCourt 

The scriptural texts for today contain the stirrings of the heart. Psalm 45 is a wedding song. A 

king and a princess were about to marry, and professed their love for one another. They also 

expressed their love of our God who brought them together as one. Both the epistle, and gospel 

lessons, talk about living our love for one another, and God, instead of just using, pointless, useless, 

and meaningless words. 

 I was working with a couple a few years ago, who were preparing to marry. I asked them the 

all too familiar question, “What has brought you together, and to this place in your lives where you 

want to marry?” The groom-to-be was very upfront with me and told me straight out that he was not 

Christian, and was not certain that he believed in God. I said, “Fair enough. The question still stands.” 

He said, “Well, obviously we love each other, so marriage is the next step.” I asked him to explain 

how they met, and their relationship had progressed to this point. 

He described a cute story of two people with very different interests, backgrounds and ways of 

looking at life literally running into one another. They were knocked off of their feet on impact, and fell 

to the ground. They were laughing, as they found themselves wrapped in each other’s arms, in an 

attempt to protect the other from the fall. The groom expressed amazement that he did not lose his 

temper, and say something stupid when they met in a crash. He told me, that he might have blamed 

her for being clumsy, but their chance meeting changed him. 

The groom-to-be claimed that she had soften his harsh ways of responding, and opened his 

heart to new ways of being. He said that just the way she is, makes him want to be a better man. He 

reported becoming much more willing to forgive, slower to anger, and a desire to show how he feels 

about her; rather than to just ‘say’, what he thought she would want to hear. 

 I asked him, what had made the difference in this relationship with her. What made this 

different than other relationships that he had. The groom recounted that she was someone that he 

could count on in all circumstances. She was kind, slow to anger, patient with him, forgiving, and 

listened. Most of all, she showed him love, by living love towards him. She reached over and 

squeezed his hand. 
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 I asked her the same question, “What has brought you together, and to this place in your lives 

where you want to marry?” The bride-to-be shared that she believed that the Spirit of God had 

brought them together. They were both pretty stubborn, headstrong people that God had to awaken 

to new possibilities, by having them meet head-on, and knocked off of their feet. The Lord brought 

them together in each other’s arms, laughing with the joy that comes with the perfect gifts from God. 

She said that she felt that God’s grace had been poured on them in such a way, that they were living 

love for one another, instead of just speaking meaningless words. The bride-to-be described a belief 

in a calling for the two of them to be joined in a covenant relationship. She claimed not to be looking 

for anyone to marry; reading God’s word, and prayer had opened the eyes of her heart to loving this 

man. 

His eyes grew large before us. The groom-to-be turned to the bride-to-be, and said, “You 

never told me that you believed in God, or that you are a Christian! I thought you were just a kind 

person. Where did you get all of this?” 

She said, “I was raised in the church. I am a changed person because of the love of Christ. I 

read the word of God in my Bible. I believe in his truth and wisdom. You have claimed that you are a 

changed man. I did not change you, but the love of God has changed you. You are becoming a better 

man, because Jesus believes in you, and is claiming you.” He asked her, what did she read, that 

makes her believe these things. 

She asked me for my Bible, and looked up these words from James 1:17, “Every generous act 

of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation or shadow due to change.” She explained to him that the heart of God is 

steadfast. God gives every good thing that comes to us, and in every act of kindness is God working 

through us. When God works through us, and pours grace upon us. We want to be better people, and 

we want to live the love of Christ, not just talk about it. 

She read on, “James 1:19-20, 22-24, ‘You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be 

quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce righteousness. But be 

doers of the word, and not merely hearer who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word 

and not doers they are like those who look at themselves in the mirror; for they look at themselves 

and, ongoing away, immediately forget what they look like.” The groom sat quiet for a while.  

We all got up to look at the church, and its beauty. The bride-to-be reminisced about growing 

up in the church, and the activities of her involvement. Following an array of others topics of 

conversation, the groom brought the conversation back to a God who loves with action rather than 

words. He expressed his understanding that she had been Christ to him. Everything that he 

expressed loving about her, were from the words that she read to him from the Bible. He held her 

hand, turned her face toward his, and told her that he did not want to short change her in anyway. He 

too wanted to live those words, and promise to live the love of God to her all of the days of their lives 

together. As I worked with them over nine months, the Spirit of the Lord changed his heart the man’s 

heart giving him a strong gift of faith, as he became a doer of the word. 

The challenge for us this week is to look at how we individually, and as a community live out 

our faith as doers of the word. Our prayer is to be doers of the word that the Lord may use to bring 
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others into their faith, as the Lord used the bride-to-be, by being Christ to one another and to the 

world. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
  
DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer (James 1) 
God of light, every generous act of giving and every perfect gift is from you. As you gave birth 
to your word of truth, that we might bear the first fruit of your Spirit, may our offerings be 
evidence of this harvest, to testify to your glory. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.   
         
Closing Hymn     “The Lily of the Valley”     TFWS 2062 

1. I have found a friend in Jesus,   Refrain 
he’s everything to me, 
he’s the fairest of     He’ the Lily of the Valley, 
ten thousand to my soul;    the bright and Morning Star, 
the Lily of the Valley,    he’s the fairest of 
in him alone I see     ten thousand to my soul. 
all I need to cleanse 
and make me fully whole. 
In sorrow he’s my comfort, 
in trouble he’s my stay, 
he tells me every care 
on him to roll. (Hallelujah!) 
 

2. He all my grief has taken,  3.  He will never, never leave me, 
and all my sorrows borne;   nor yet forsake me here, 
in temptation he’s my   while I live by faith 
strong and mighty tower;   and do his blessed will; 

I have all for him forsaken,   a wall of fire about me, 
and all my idols torn    I’ve nothing now to fear, 
from my heart, and now   with his manna 
he keeps me by his power.   He my hungry soul shall fill. 
Though all the world forsake me,  Then sweeping up to glory, 
and Satan tempts me sore,  to see his blessed face, 
through Jesus I shall   where rivers of delight 
safely reach the goal. (Hallelujah!) shall ever roll. (Hallelujah!) 
 
Refrain     Refrain 
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BENEDICTION 

    We are God’s anointed! Let us go forth in Jesus name giving glory to our Lord and savior! Amen.                                                                                                                          

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 

 
                     


