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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
     August 8, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE        
                                                                                                                          
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “Hope of the World”         UMH 178 

1. Hope of the world,    2.  Hope of the world, 
thou Christ of  great compassion,   God’s gift from highest heaven, 
speak to our fearful     bringing to hungry 
hearts by conflict rent.    Souls the bread of life, 
Save us, thy people,    still let thy spirit 
from consuming passion,    unto us be given, 
who by our own false hopes   to heal earth’s wounds 
and aims are spent.     And end all bitter strife. 
 

3. Hope of the world,    4.  Hope of the world, 
afoot on dusty highways,    who by thy cross didst save us 
showing to wandering    from death and dark despair, 
souls the path of light,    from sin and guilt, 
walk thou beside us     we render back the  
lest the tempting byways    love thy mercy gave us; 
lure us away from     take thou our lives, 
thee to endless night.    And use them as thou wilt. 
 

 

5. Hope of the world, 
O Christ o’er death victorious, 
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who by this sign didst 
conquer grief and pain, 

we would be faithful 
to thy gospel glorious; 

thou art our Lord! 
Thou dost forever reign. 

 

Call to Worship:  (Psalm 130) 
Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, O God. 
People: Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication! 
Leader: I wait for you; my soul waits. 
People: In your word I hope, more than those who watch for the morning. 
Leader: Let us worship God.   
 
Opening Prayer (Ephesians 4) 
We come to you, O God, eager to be refreshed by song, by word, by the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in this gathered community. Come to us, we pray, not just to comfort, but also to 
challenge us to better lives, to move us toward your will. Be with us in this hour. Amen. 
 
Special Music 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
In hard times as in good times, 
guide us, O God. 
When feelings flare: 
among family, friends, or strangers, 
cause us to pause, to wait upon you. 
Let malice and bitterness 
give way to that which builds up. 
Even in deep loss, 
let anger be healthy, but let it never possess us; 
let blame be sparing, and never let it stand. 
Grant us words of love 
and feed us from the Bread of Life. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn         “The Fragrance of Christ”    TFWS 2205 

 

Refrain     1.  I will thank you, Lord, 
Lord, may our prayer   with all of my heart, 
rise like incense    you have heard the words of my mouth. 
in your sight,     In the presence of the Lord 
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may this place be filled   I will bless you, 
with the fragrance of Christ.  I will adore before your holy temple. 
      Refrain 

2. I will thank you, Lord,   3.  All who live on earth 
for your faithfulness and love,  shall give you thanks 
beyond all my    when they hear 
hopes and dreams.    The words of your voice. 
On the day that I called   And all shall sing of your ways: 
you answered; you gave life  “How great is the 
to the strength of my soul.   Glory of God!” 
Refrain     Refrain 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Psalter Reading: Psalm 130  

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  

2Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!  

3If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  

4But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  

5I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  

6my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch 
for the morning.  

7O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to 
redeem.  

8It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.    

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

Rules for the New Life 

25 So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members 
of one another.  

26 Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not make room for the 
devil.  

28 Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as 
to have something to share with the needy.  

29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up,[a] as there is need, 
so that your words may give grace to those who hear.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A25-5%3A2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29285a
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30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of 
redemption.  

31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all 
malice,  

32 and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven 
you.[b] 

 5 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children,  

2 and live in love, as Christ loved us[c] and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: “Making no Room for the Darkness” Pastor Shari McCourt 

Last week we talked about spiritual gifts. We need to continue to give thanks and praise for the 

spiritual gifts of our community. We also need to pray for discernment as to how to use the gifts for 

the glory of God and for those who God will send to us with gifts. 

Today we continue with the instructions from the book of Ephesians as to how to live our new 

life in Christ. How many of you would like a do-over or a make-over? 

Today is your opportunity! 

The new life you have in Christ gives you a make-over. 

1. We are to no longer walk in our old ways. We walk through life in new ways, Jesus ways. 

Our intention is everything. 

We are to walk physically, mentally, and   

Spiritually with Jesus. 

 

2. We are to begin to look at our lives for impurity. 

Impurity of thought and behavior. 

Evil desires, unhealthy sexual desires, greed, and be aware of the 7 deadly sins. 

3. We are to see ourselves as made new. 

Envision what newness looks like for you. 

4. Reject your old ways, and attitudes. 

This is a place to spiff up your devotional life. 

Accept the gifts you have been given, and look to use them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A25-5%3A2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29288b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A25-5%3A2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29290c
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Sometimes we fight with ourselves, and the Spirit of God not wanting to believe that we are 

gifted or that we are too old to use our gifts anymore. 

Our text from Ephesians calls us to look at our lives with new eyes, eyes of faith, and living 

our belief, like a thief giving up using his hands for stealing, and instead dedicating his 

hands to serving those who are in need. 

5. We are to let no evil talk come out of our mouths, but only use what is useful to build up the 

Kingdom of God. 

Sometimes we think that we are helpful, when we point out things that we see as wrong, or 

need improvement. We all know someone who opens their mouth with the intention of being 

helpful, but instead is destructive. In every church I had served there has been at least one or 

more individuals, who speaks out of turn at every chance. I remember a woman whose intention 

was always the best, but always said things in such a way that hurt, aggravated, frustrated, and 

even caused people to leave the church due to her lack of sensitivity to others. This same woman 

had been talked to by many people regarding her harshness. It made it very difficult to place her in 

ministry, so that she could use her gifts and graces. She never affirmed another person’s gifts, 

she just complained loudly. 

We need to prayerfully consider how we say things to others, so that the first thought 

that comes into our minds does not come out of our mouths. We are meant to be the mouth 

piece of God’s grace used to build up the family of God. 

This text also encourages us to look into our lives to see the places, where we need to learn to 

forgive. When we struggle to forgive, we can call on the Holy Spirit to help us, or call upon a brother 

or sister in Christ to pray for us. When grudges are held, darkness can grow in our hearts. 

Forgiveness is a gift that we give ourselves, and the community that we are called to serve. 

6. Ephesians 4:26-27, says, “Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 

anger, and do not make room for the devil.” 

Many of us remember someone in our families quoting this verse from Ephesians. It is 

good wisdom! 

7. We are to put on a new attitude, and way of living as we are clothed in righteousness. Our 

Lord clothes us. We are to wear his Spirit on the inside and outside. 

 

8. Live out the new creation that you have been called as imitators of Christ. 

How many of us remember WWJD, or “What would Jesus do?” 

We need to think and pray about what Jesus would do in the various situations of our lives. 

We are gifted by the Holy Spirt to serve in His Holy family as one in Jesus Christ. 

We here at St. Paul and Johnsville are to be living sacrifices. 

When I was a kid, my Dad had many things that he said that would drive my Mom nuts. That big 

Texas man would say, “I am smellin’ sweet.” That meant that he was doing the right thing, or doing a 
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good job. When we are living out our discipleship in Christ Jesus, using our spiritual gifts as directed 

by the Spirit, then we bear fruits of the Spirit, and have the fragrance of Christ. Let us hold one 

another accountable for our Christian discipleship by living the word of God, and allowing no 

darkness into our minds, hearts, or behaviors. Let us be fragrant in the community and in this world. 

Praise be to God for all that God has and will do in Jesus name through us. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD       
 

OFFERTORY                   
 

      DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  (Ephesians 4) 
May these tithes and offerings, O God, enable ministry through your church in places of need 
near and far. May the very act of giving be a ministry to us as well, conditioning our hearts to 
daily generosity of word, spirit, and action. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
     
Closing Hymn      “We Are Called”         TFWS 2172 

1. Come! Live in the light!    Refrain 
Shine with the joy and    We are called to act with justice, 
the love of the Lord!     We are called to love tenderly, 
We are called to be light for the kingdom  we are called to serve one another, 
to live in the freedom of the city of God!  To walk humbly with God! 
 

     2.  Come! Open your heart!    3.  Sing! Sing a new song! 
         Show your mercy          Sing of that great day 
         to all those in fear!          When all will be one! 
         We are called to be hope for the hopeless      God will reign, and we’ll walk  
         so all hatred and blindness will be no more!      With each other as sisters and brothers 
         Refrain            united in love! 
             Refrain 

 

BENEDICTION    

Be kind and tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Go in peace.                                                                                                                           

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 
 


