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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
September 19, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE     
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Lord I Want to Be a Christian”     UMH 402 

1. Lord, I want to be a Christian   2.  Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart, in my heart;         in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian        Lord, I want to be more loving  
in my heart. (in my heart)            in my heart. (in my heart) 

In my heart, (in my heart)           In my heart, (in my heart) 
in my heart, (in my heart)           In my heart, (in my heart) 

Lord, I want to be a Christian        Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart. (in my heart)         in my heart. (in my heart) 

 

3. Lord, I want to be more holy   4.  Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart, in my heart;         in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want  to be more holy        Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart. (in my heart)           in my heart. (in my heart) 

In my heart, (in my heart)           In my heart, (in my heart) 

in my heart, (in my heart)         in my heart, (in my heart) 



2 
 

Lord, I want to be more holy        Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart. (in my heart)           in my heart. (in my heart) 

Call to Worship:  (James 1:22, 25) 
Leader: Let us be doers of the word and not hearers only.  
People: For those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, 
being not hearers who forget but doers who act— 
Leader: they will be blessed in their doing. So may it be for us. 
 
Opening Prayer (James 1, Mark 7) 
Life-giving God, it is so easy to confuse our righteous indignation for the true demands of 
your justice; it is so easy to assume our anger is your anger. Forgive us when our unbridled 
tongues speak evil and render our religious fervor worthless in your eyes. Teach us the 
difference between our human precepts and your life-giving word. Help us to be doers of your 
word, that we may be disciples in more than name alone. Amen. 
 
Special Music 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

We live in a world, O God, that looks for wisdom in the wrong places. You teach us that charm is 
deceptive and beauty is fleeting, yet we strive for these things above the virtues of industry, mercy, 
gentleness, and service. When we strive for worldly recognition and the accolades of power and 
wealth, forgive us. When we allow ourselves to be blown around like tumbleweeds in the wind, plant 
us by the water of your mercy and grace. When we follow the advice of the wicked and sit in the 
seat of scoffers, lead us back to the paths of life, through Christ our guide and guardian. Heal those 
that we lift up to you this day…heal us from our self- inflicted wounds. May us all whole and one in 
and through your son, Jesus who taught his disciples to pray… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn      “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”    UMH 629 

Refrain      1.  As when the shepherd calls his sheep 
You satisfy the hungry heart        They know and heed his voice, 
with gift of finest wheat.         so when you call your family, Lord, 
Come, give to us, O saving Lord,        we follow and rejoice. 
the bread of life to eat.         Refrain 
 
2. With joyful lips we sing to you   3.  Is not the cup we bless and share 
   our praise and gratitude,         the blood of Christ outpoured? 
    that you should count us worthy, Lord,      Do not one cup, one loaf, declare 
    to share this heavenly food.        Our oneness in the Lord? 
    Refrain           Refrain 
 
4.The mystery of your presence, Lord,  5.  You give yourself to us, O Lord; 
   no mortal tongue can tell;        then selfless let us be, 
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   whom all the world cannot contain       to serve each other in your name 
   comes in our hearts to dwell.        In truth and charity. 
   Refrain           Refrain 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 
them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus 
observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash 
it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about 
you hypocrites, as it is written,  

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”  

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is 
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For 
it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.”  

Epistle Lesson: James 1:17-27 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he 
gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and 
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to 
save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for 
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who 
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers 
who act—they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their 
tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon  “Loving the Little Boy with the Sign About the Apples”      Pastor Shari McCourt 

I want to be first! I want to sit in the front seat of the car! I am a better helper than either my 

brother, or my sister! I want the bigger piece of cake! I want the last brownie! I want my way this time! 

How many of us are either living through it or remember what it was like from being a child, or raising 

our children? The “Gotta-have-it!” is a terrible disease! The “Iwanna” for some of us, we never grow 

out of it. “Gotta-have-it!” shapes the way that we look at everything, and how we feel about those 

closest to us. It can be a contagious spiritual illness. Whole families can come down with this Spiritual 

illness. It can come upon us at any age throughout our lives. 

I was working with a family whose mother, the matriarch of the family was weeks from passing. 

I entered the hospital room to visit the matriarch, let’s call her Trixie. The adult children were very 

noisy talking with one another in the room. So much so, that Trixie said, “I can hardly hear myself 

think. Can you do anything about this?” I thought of this passage from Mark when I called the adult 

children over. The kids who were in their late 50’s and 60’s gathered around the bed. I asked them to 

share with me, if they could, briefly, the issues they were experiencing. After the kids shared, Trixie 

looked at me and said to them, “Enough! You are still acting as you did when you were children!” She 

asked me to pray for the spiritual wellness of her family. 

When Jesus and the disciples has passed through Galilee, he was trying to help the disciples 

prepare for his passing. He knew his time was coming soon. Out of love for them, he tried to describe 

the purpose that God had for him to come, teach, and take on all the sin of the world; that all who 

believe in Him may have new life through Him. They were arguing with one another over who was the 

greatest and who should be first. We can only imagine the childish behavior.  I don’t mean to sound 

as though I am singling out the disciples like an arm chair quarterback. As we all may be guilty of this 

behavior, once in a while. This disciples were so busy arguing that they missed the point of the 

preparation that Jesus was lovingly providing. 

The distance between Galilee to Capernaum is about 38 miles, which they traveled on foot. 

We can imagine the disciples possibly hot, and maybe a little tired, and Jesus would have been too. 

By the time they were in Capernaum, Jesus had them sit down to ask them why they were arguing. 

They did what kids usually do when a parent asks the same question. They were silent. Jesus knew 

that they were arguing about who was the greatest servant of all. Now, when we look at this 

situation…it is almost laughable as they were grown men, and ego was in their way. 

These two churches are the only ones that I have ever been associated with, that I have not 

heard tales about the kitchen. Most church kitchens have tales told regarding who is the cleanest in 

the kitchen, who has the best recipes, who has the best timing for church meals, and who has the 

best set up. These “bests” would be fine, if there was not a competition connected with it, and all were 

working as one. I hear more working as ‘one’ here, Praise be to God! The competition is part of the 

spiritual illness of “Gotta-have-it!”. 
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Jesus was very clear in His teaching that, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 

servant of all.” We might wonder what does this mean? If we are to be first of all, then we must put 

first those that are sometimes the most vile, villainous, and oddest characters, and remember that 

they too are children of God. All must be treated as precious children of the Lord. We are called to 

care for those who are the forgotten. I don’t find this an easier than many of us do, when someone is 

treating us like we are less than the dirt, beneath their shoes. 

Jesus, not getting anywhere with the disciples, took a little child, and put it among them; taking 

it in his arms said, (Mark 9:37) “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 

who ever welcomes me, welcomes not me, but the one who sent me.” We should be looking at the 

child within our brothers, and sisters to love them, and serve them as we would serve Jesus himself. 

Our challenge is to seek God’s wisdom so that we are not troublesome children of God. 

James provides much wisdom, as he ‘calls it as it is.’ James 3:16-17 says, “For where there is 

envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom 

from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a 

trace of partiality or hypocrisy.” 

I often talk to people who have trouble sleeping. Their mind is always going, or they cannot get 

comfortable. It is often described to me that they lack a sense of peace. It is believed that, we 

humans complicate life. We want too much, which takes our peace. This appetite for ‘having’ causes 

bitter envy, and selfish ambition as listed in James. 

Many people want recognition for their place in society, or respect given them for their age, 

and or accomplishments. There is an old Chinese Proverb that goes like this: “Be careful of your 

thoughts, for your thoughts become your words. Be careful of your words, for your words become 

your actions. Be careful of your actions, for your actions become your habits. Be careful of your 

habits, for your habits become your character. Be careful of your character, for your character 

becomes your destiny.” Both of the texts today contain wisdom from God regarding the child within all 

of us, needing to be loved, and cared for; first by prayer, reading scripture, and becoming Christ 

centered in all things. We are to submit ourselves to God first, before all else. 

In a Catholic school cafeteria, a nun placed a note in front of a pile of apples, "Only take one. 

God is watching." Further down the line is a pile of cookies. A little boy made his own note, "Take all 

you want. God is watching the apples." Sometimes we are all the little boy who hopes God is 

watching the apples who needs to be loved unconditionally. Sometimes we need to be stretched to 

serve the little boy who made the sign about the apples, and needs the example that we are called to 

live loving as Christ loves us. Amen.  

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

Offering Prayer  
Prayer (James 1) 
God of light, every generous act of giving and every perfect gift is from you. As you gave birth 
to your word of truth, that we might bear the first fruit of your Spirit, may our offerings be 
evidence of this harvest, to testify to your glory. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.   
         
Closing Hymn                       “The Lily of the Valley”            TFWS 2062 

1. I have found a friend in Jesus,   Refrain 

he’s everything to me,    He’s the Lily of the Valley, 

he’s the fairest of     the bright and Morning Star. 

ten thousand to my soul;    he’s the fairest of 

the Lily of the Valley,    ten thousand to my soul. 

in him alone I see 

all I need to cleanse 

and make me fully whole. 

In sorrow he’s my comfort, 

in trouble he’s my stay, 

he tells me every care 

on him to roll. (Hallelujah!) 

 

2. He all my grief has taken,   3.  He will never, never leave me, 

and all my sorrows borne;    nor yet forsake me here, 

in temptation he’s my    while I live by faith 

strong and mighty tower;    and do his blessed will; 

I have all for him forsaken,    a wall of fire about me, 

and all my idols torn     I’ve nothing now to fear, 

from my heart, and now    with his manna 

he keeps me by his power.    He my hungry soul shall fill. 

Though all the world forsake me,   Then sweeping up to glory, 

and Satan tempts me sore,   to see his blessed face, 

through Jesus I shall    where rivers of delight 

safely reach the goal. (Hallelujah!)  shall ever roll. (Hallelujah!) 

Refrain      Refrain 

 

 BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Choses and beloved of God, go forth to pour out God’s extravagant love on all you meet. Keep your 

eyes on the prize—the call of od to new life in Christ. Go out rejoicing and declaring God’s praise in 

all things, Amen. 
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 POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 


