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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
October 31, 2021             

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE      
                                                                                                                            
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn         “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”         UMH 384 
 
1. Love divine, all loves excelling,   2.  Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
joy of heaven, to earth come down;  into every troubled breast! 
fix in us thy humble dwelling;   Let us all in thee inherit; 
all thy faithful mercies crown!   Let us find that second rest. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion,   Take away our bent to sinning; 
pure, unbounded love thou art;   Alpha and Omega be; 
visit us with thy salvation;    end of faith, as its beginning. 
enter every trembling heart.   Set our hearts at liberty. 
 
3. Come, Almighty to deliver,   4.  Finish, then, thy new creation; 
let us all thy life receive;    pure and spotless let us be. 
suddenly return and never,    Let us see thy great salvation 
nevermore thy temples leave.   Perfectly restored in thee; 
Thee we would be always blessing,  changed from glory into glory, 
serve thee as thy hosts above,   till in heaven we take our place, 
pray and praise thee without ceasing,  till we cast our crowns before thee, 
glory in thy perfect love.    Lost in wonder,  love, and praise. 
  
Call to Worship:   

 Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
     People: And also with you. 
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 Leader: Come to worship in simplicity and sincerity. 
  People: We vow to serve God in our daily life as we say our prayers in this company. 
 
Opening Prayer              
Divine Provider, we confess that we sometimes doubt your provision for us.  When we start 
scraping the bottom of the barrel, we cut back our sharing with others who have already run 
out and are hungry or in need.  Forgive selfishness and independence that prevents 
interdependence and working together to solve distribution problems in the use of the 
resources of your good earth, through your compassionate Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Special Music 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may 
seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 
hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Lord of All, you sent your Son 
Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you have 
sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. We thank you that in all parts of 
the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their prayers and labors, and that in 
every place your servants call upon your Name; for the kingdom and the power and the glory are 
yours forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn                                 “I‘m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”        TFWS 2153 

1. I’m gonna live so (live so)    2.  I’m gonna work so (work so) 
God can use me          God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! (anytime!)       anywhere, Lord, anytime! (anytime!) 
I’m gonna live so (live so)         I’m gonna work so, (work so) 
God can use me          God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,) anytime!        Anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,) anytime! 
(anytime!)           (anytime!) 

 

3. I’m gonna pray so (pray so)   4.  I’m gonna sing so (sing so) 

God can use me          God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, anytime! (anytime!)       anywhere, Lord, anytime! (anytime!) 

I’m gonna pray so (pray so)        I’m gonna sing so (sing so) 

God can use me            God can use me 

anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,) anytime!        Anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,) anytime! 

(anytime!)           (anytime!) 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
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Hebrew Scripture:  Psalm 146: 1-10 

1 Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 

5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7 

    who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8 

    the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10 The LORD will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 

Gospel Lesson:  Mark 12: 28-34 

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The 
first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and 
besides him there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, 
and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more important than 
all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon      “Sometimes it Seems My Heart has a God-sized Hole” 

     Brenda Meadows-Director of Shepherd Staff 

Good Morning, 
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It’s wonderful, an honor and humbling--all at the same time--to be here with you this morning. 

   

The selection of today’s hymns truly hit home with me.   

 

Upon opening the email that Pastor Shari sent me outlining today’s service, I was a bit taken aback 

as I read the scriptures and hymns for the day.  Particularly the reading from Mark and the opening 

hymn, “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.” The first verse truly resonates with what we strive to be at 

The Shepherd’s Staff.  If you’ll indulge me as I share the first verse with you:   

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heaven to earth come down. 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 All thy faithful mercies crown; 

Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

 Pure unbounded love thou art, 

Visit us with thy salvation 

 Enter every trembling heart.” 

 

If these aren’t words to guide us, I’m not sure what they would be.  For me this ties nicely to this 

morning’s reading in Mark 12, where one of the scribes asked Jesus, which commandment comes 

first.  Of course, we know Jesus replies that we should love the Lord our God with all our heart, with 

all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength.  And, then He goes on to tell us that the 

second is like it, that we should love our neighbor as ourselves. 

 

We work hard at Shepherd’s Staff to model this lesson.  Daily we see our neighbors at what is 

perhaps one of the lowest moments in their lives.  Daily we work hard to provide them with the 

compassion and unbounded love of Christ.   

 

So, what does this look like?  Look no further than right here in Union Bridge and New Windsor with 

the Food Pantry and Blessings Closet hosted at St. Paul, as well as the gifts of school supplies, 

coats, stockings and funds provided by the congregations of Johnsville, St. Paul and the whole of the 

community.   

 

These gifts are offerings of sorts, given to lift our struggling neighbors, some homeless, some working 

families and some seniors just trying to get by on Social Security.  Most, if not all, never expected to 

be in the position they find themselves in.  An example of that, and how we are able to help follows: 

 

As I walked into the office one morning, there was a Mom and her 4 children, all in their 

pajamas, sitting in the outreach office.  They were running from a domestic violence situation and 

escaped with nothing but the clothes on their backs and the van they arrived in.  We provided the 

family with clothing and a plan and within a two weeks’ time the Mom had a job as an assistant 

manager and had found an apartment.  Her words follow, “After coming into the office in Pajamas and 
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living in a car with four kids.  I was in shock at how fast things turned around.  Ms. Velma and the 

other Staff helped me to get clothes and the support I needed to push forward.  My children and I 

were able to stay in a hotel and after only a week I am now reaching a point that employment and 

stability are all a reality.  I am incredibly grateful to Shepherd’s Staff for all of their help, 

encouragement, love and support.  My children are smiling again and I have the strength and 

resources to move forward.”   

 

She is settled now and remains totally self-sufficient.  All she needed was “compassion and 

pure unbounded love,” and a little help financially to get her settled and on her feet.   

 

That’s where you come in…everything mentioned here—the clothing, hotel stay for a week 

and getting settled into a new place came from the community.  Our comfort and caring program 

provided the clothing and shoes needed as well as supplies to get her set up in her new place.  Our 

emergency financial assistance program provided the gas for her to look for work and the cost of the 

hotel stay.  When she found an apartment, the landlord worked with her, waving the security deposit 

and we, or I should say you, the community, provided the first month’s rent.  Her family is now whole 

and fully self-sufficient.   

 

 And then there are the folks that we can’t make whole, but leave an indelible impact on our 

lives.  I will never forget the interaction I had when I had just started at The Shepherd’s Staff and I 

stopped to speak with a homeless gentlemen on my way into the office one morning.  His only 

possessions were the clothes on his back, a small dog, and a duffle bag with one item in it.  In some 

ways, he was much like a savant with amazing pockets of information, but he did not have the social 

skills required to function in our society.  He shared many facts about baseball and he then asked if I 

spoke Spanish.  I don’t.  At that point he asked me to wait while he retrieved his duffle bag.  He 

dashed over to our Shed, where he had stored is belongings, and he returned with the duffle bag and 

he reached in and brought out his Bible.   

 

The Bible was printed in Spanish and he began to translate it to English.  He said it was easy 

to teach yourself – that it took him only 7 years.  He told me what Pastor to talk to should I want one.  

And, it was at that point in the conversation that he seemed to withdraw a little from the conversation.  

I was so worried I that I had said the wrong thing.  It was my first experience engaging with one of our 

guests.  And, then he apologized for the condition of his Bible—the cover was missing, it was dirty 

and the pages were tattered and torn.  I told him that it was the most beautiful Bible I’d had ever seen 

-- that too often our Bibles are just put on the shelf in pristine condition never to be used.  Shortly 

afterwards, the conversation came to an end and I went inside to begin my work.   

 

The next morning when I arrived at the office a Staff member shared that my friend had 

stopped by for a visit.  At first I wasn’t sure who the friend was, as I had gotten so fully engaged with 

my work, in my mind I had set the interaction aside.  And, then it dawned on me.  But, not only had 

my friend returned, he left his Bible as a gift – his only possession -- leaving a powerful message 

behind.  I don’t believe I’ve ever received a more meaningful gift in my life.   
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The funny part is, he moved on, heading north a few days after this interaction.  How do I know 

this?  Because he mailed us a post card, telling us that a State Police officer picked him up in 

Pennsylvania and drove him to the New York State line.  In his note he shared that he was headed 

further north and that he was okay.  I often wonder where he is today. 

 

You might ask what we were able to offer this gentleman.  We offered compassion, eye 

contact and a listening ear.  Something that he probably didn’t get often because of his overall 

appearance and his transient lifestyle.  We were also able to offer shower and laundry facilities.   

 

 I once saw a billboard that read, “My heart has a God-sized whole.”  It’s stuck with me for 

years.  It’s amazing the actual experiences in my life that seem to work to fill it.  The experience of 

actually providing the gifts of compassion and unbounded love are gifts we all can provide to our 

neighbors and these gifts have been the biggest blessings in my life. 

 

 The gifts of compassion, listening and eye contact are things we can all offer…if fact, you are 

offering that gift to me right now and I as I said earlier, I consider it a blessing.  The other gifts we 

offer are the ability to offer hope and to help empower our neighbors with the tools to transform their 

lives. 

 

As far as tangible gifts, we offer many in-kind programs.  Our Blessings Closet provides 

personal care essentials monthly—as needed.  This year we provided over 1,600 students with all the 

back to school supplies needed to start the school year off right.  We are now collecting new coats 

with the hope that we will be able to distribute some 500 new coats to those in Carroll County.  This is 

in addition to many other programs like stockings and senior sack distribution for Christmas, as well 

as hosting a Friday noon meal in Westminster and a Thanksgiving Day Dinner.    

 

 A bit tougher for us is the Emergency Financial Assistance program that requires actual funds 

vs in-kind donations.  These gifts are used to fund prescription assistance, emergency home / auto 

repairs, insurance, gas to get back and forth to work, help with work attire, nursing and other types of 

certificates, just to name a few.   

 

 Why is this a bit tougher for us?  Because we are a privately funded organization, which 

means we do not apply for or receive federal, state or county funding.  Why is that important?  It’s 

important because we can serve folks above the poverty level that have had a rough patch and are 

unable in most instances to receive assistance elsewhere.  We strive not to duplicate services and 

refer individuals and families requesting assistance provided by other agencies to our partners in the 

community. 

 

 I’d like to end with a note we received for a gift that recognizes your gifts—we are merely your 

hands and feet, “I came to Shepherd’s Staff years ago when I was down on my luck.  They were able 

to give me food and clothing.  But more importantly they gave me HOPE!  They showed me how 

people really care about you.  I was not judged or looked down on.  I’m now employed and in a much 

better place in my life today.  I often think back to the help and the kindnesses I received at 
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Shepherd’s Staff and a smile comes to my face each time because this was the place where I 

received HOPE from again.  Thank you to the Staff and to those who donate to make this possible.  

Forever grateful.” Pure unbounded love, Amen     

     

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     

 
DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
God of justice and love, transform these tithes and offerings, that they may be gifts of justice and love 
for a world in need of hope and help. Let love flow through these offerings, that they may become 
gifts of love for the world. Amen.  
       
Closing Hymn       “Give Thanks”     TFWS 2036 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he’s 
given Jesus Christ his Son. (sing 2 times) 

And now let the weak say,  
“I am strong”; 

let the poor say, “I am rich  
because of what 

the Lord has done for us.” (sing 2 times) 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s 

given Jesus Christ his Son. (sing 2 times) 
And now let the weak say,  

“I am strong”; 
let the poor say, “I am rich  

because of what 
the Lord has done for us.” (sing 2 times) 

Give thanks! 
BENEDICTION     

Go to love God and neighbor. Go to welcome the stranger. Go forth in the love of God and live as 
God’s love for the world. Amen.                                                                                                                          

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           
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