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       Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 
November 7, 2021              

            
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         Jesus, the Very Thought Of Thee” 
                                                                                                                             
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “For All the Saints”    UMH 711 

1. For all the saints,     2.  Thou wast their rock, 
who from their labors rest,    their fortress, and their might; 
who thee by faith     thou, Lord, their captain 
before the world confessed,   in the well-fought fight; 
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.   Thou in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Refrain      Refrain 
Alleluia, Alleluia!     Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

3. O may thy soldiers,    4.  O blest communion, 
faithful, true, and bold,    fellowship divine! 
fight as the saints     We feebly struggle, 
who nobly fought of old,    they in glory shine; 
and win with them     yet all are one  
the victor’s crown of gold.    In thee, for all are thine. 
Refrain      Refrain 
Alleluia, Alleluia!     Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
5. And when the strife    6.  From earth’s wide bounds, 
is fierce, the warfare long,    from ocean’s farthest coast, 
steals on the ear     through gates of pearl 
the distant triumph song,    streams in the countless host,   
and hearts are brave    singing to Father, 
again, and arms are strong.   Son, and Holy Ghost: 
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Refrain      Refrain 
Alleluia, Alleluia!     Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Call to Worship          BOW 414  

    Leader: Grace to you and peace from God who is, and was, and is to come.  Amen.  

    People:  And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the first born of the dead, and ruler 

of kings on earth.  Amen. 

 Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.   

 

Opening Prayer           UMH 713 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship, in the 

mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord. Grant us grace so to follow your holy saints in all 

virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys, which you have 

prepared for those who sincerely love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Special Music 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
A Litany For the Church and for the World       BOW 495 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, almighty God,  

That all who confess your name may be united in your truth, 

Live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   Silent prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and all of the nations,  

In the ways of justice and peace;  

That we may honor one another and serve the common good.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,  

That we may use its resources rightly  

In the service of others and to your honor and glory.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours,  
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And grant that we may serve Christ in them,  

And love one another as Christ loves us.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   Silent prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;  

Give them courage and hope in their troubles,  

And bring them the joy of your salvation.  

Lord, in you mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer.  

We commend to your mercy all who have died,  

That your will for them may be fulfilled;  

And we pray that we may share with all your saints  

In your eternal kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  Silent prayer. 

We offer these prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying…   

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn      “This Is a Day of New Beginnings”    UMH 383 

1. This is a day of new beginnings,  2.  For by the life and death of Jesus, 
time to remember and move on,   God’s mighty Spirit, now as then, 
time to believe what love is bringing,  can make a world of difference, 
laying to rest the pain that’s gone.   As faith and hope are born again. 
 

3. Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring,  4.  Christ is alive, and goes before us 
step from the past and leave behind  to show and share what love can do. 
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving,  This is a day of new beginnings; 
seeking new paths, and sure to find.  Our God is making all things new. 
 

5. In faith we’ll gather round the table 
to taste and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings; 
our God is making all things new. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Psalm 127 

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, the 
guard keeps watch in vain.  

It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives 
sleep to his beloved.  

Sons are indeed a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.  

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the sons of one’s youth.  

Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them. He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with 
his enemies in the gate.  

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Psalm 127 

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, the 
guard keeps watch in vain.  

It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives 
sleep to his beloved.  

Sons are indeed a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.  

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the sons of one’s youth.  

Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them. He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with 
his enemies in the gate.  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 12:38-44 

38As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places 
of honor at banquets! 40They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long 
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”  

41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 
rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are 
worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out 
of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon      “Two Copper Coins”                          Pastor Shari McCourt 

 This story has always been interesting to me. The contrasts, and comparisons are astonishing! 

This story follows the story of Jesus giving the most important commandment. It is listed in Mark 

12:30-31, “you shall love the Lord your God with all of heart, and with all of your soul, and with all of 

your mind, and with all of your strength. The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” A religious scholar came up to Jesus to ask him what was the most important 

commandment. The scholar came from a group of hostile scholars, who were trying to expose Jesus 

as a false prophet. This scholar was different, because he believed that Jesus had good and sound 

answers. Jesus’ reply to this man was consistent with the teachings of, ‘loving God and neighbor’ are 

more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. Jesus was also pointing out that ritual 

practices, and sacrifices, for the sake a required religious checklist over purity of heart; does not 

address the needs of justice for the poor. 

 Our text from Mark this morning, begins with Jesus warning the crowd of those who claim to be 

very religious, but whose hearts are not in the right place. Jesus described the scribes, as an 

example. He instructed not follow those who walk around in long robes, or clothes that distinguish 

them as better than others, regarding their connection with God in public places.  They are also 

depicted as those who must have a seat of honor in the synagogue, or banquets. We get the picture 

of those who must be seen by others, to show off their importance. They say lengthy public prayers, 

but do not mean a thing by them. Jesus claimed that they would not fight for the justice for those who 

struggle, such as widows. 

 We can think of people that we know who make grandiose gestures to impress others, but 

would not dream of getting their hands dirty to help someone in need, unless it directly benefitted 

them. Jesus went a step further, by stating that they would sell a widow’s home right out from under, 

her making her homeless. Jesus banned the disciples from accumulating wealth in his ministry. He 

did not want the disciples to seek honor in serving, but to serve out of love for God, and God alone. 

 This religious scholar, most likely, picked up on the contrast of what Jesus expected from his 

disciples, and the behavior of the scribes, and scholars of the day. Jesus’ words undermined their 

authenticity in their religious practice. Jesus’ points were good for the time, and good for today, but 

would not win a worldly popularity contest. 

 Jesus was sitting across from the offering box where collections were taken. He watched as 

people placed or tossed money into the container. I often wonder what he was thinking, as he 

observed the very wealthy, tossing large sums of money, so that all could see their donation. It was 

but a miniscule, fraction of what they had. Jesus would too soon, give his very life, so that all could be 

saved and have new life in him. All the while these people were more interested in what others 

thought of them, and their presentation of piety, without true, and right hearts. 

 There was hope in the midst of pretense. We imagine this poor widowed woman, sitting alone, 

listening to Jesus teachings. She was probably dressed in old clothes that were afforded, prior to her 
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husband’s passing. She may have been somewhat dirty, as it costs money to be clean. Her hair 

might have been tangled, hanging straight down from her head, covered with an old piece of cloth. 

We don’t know her name, or age, but we imagine being poor, had made her feel older than her years. 

The burden of poverty, and not having the basic needs, makes many feel unwanted, and older than 

they are. 

 The woman heard Jesus words of hope for all people. That meant hope for an unwanted 

person like her. Jesus cared for her, and loved her. She was important to him. Just as she 

was…Jesus offered God’s unconditional love for everyone. Her wounded heart opened wide for the 

possibility of new life through Jesus, which could start right then! In hearing his words, she was able 

to get up from where she was, to make her way through the crowd. She was nobody, until she heard 

Jesus words that she was worthy to be, someone, as his follower. The widow wanted this ‘hope’ to be 

available for everyone who felt as down as she felt. 

She did not have much, only two copper coins. In Luke’s version of this story, the widow has 

what is referred to as the ‘widow’s mite.’ Two of these coins was worth, the smallest Roman coin. 

These coins might not be worth as much as a penny in our currency. This is all that the widow had in 

the world. She did not have other means of money.  

The widow had undeniable faith in Jesus, as she made her way through the crowd to give 

everything that she had. I imagine her giving with such gladness in her heart, as she had something, 

anything to give that would help others. Maybe she had a smile on her face that came from a sense 

of peace that passes all understanding, and explanation. She gave back because she loved the Lord 

with all of her mind, heart, soul, and strength! She did not worry for her next meal, instead, she 

trusted in the Lord. The widow’s offering would not impress anyone, but it was not for show, but for 

love! 

Out of all who gave in this crowd, the one that Jesus saw give, was a gift from one who was 

unseen by everyone. This story is a glimpse of what the ‘mystery of faith’ really means. Jesus was 

moved by this no named widowed woman. Mark 12:43 says, “Then he called his disciples and said to 

them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 

treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put 

in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 

 This text challenges us to look at how we live our Christians lives. Would we give it all back to 

God, to follow Jesus? Are we giving from the heart? Are we giving from our soul? Are we giving 

ourselves as a living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering for us? 

 As we celebrate All Saints Sunday we celebrate the lives of those who have gone on before 

us. Those who gave of themselves, so that we have been able to grow in our faith into our new life if 

Jesus. Our challenge this week, is to spend some time this week, asking God to guide our hearts to 

be one, with God’s son, Jesus. This is a challenge to look at what motivates our actions, in 

relationship with our Lord, and savior. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD       
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DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Offering Prayer  
O God, creator of all that we have and all that we are, no one can utter all your mighty deeds 
or declare all your praise.  Yet accept these gifts, we pray, both as tools of the work of the 
gospel, and as signs of our pledge to be coworkers in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

Since this is All Saint’s Sunday, let us have a special prayer remembering the everyday saints who 
have gone before us in this past year. 

Gracious Lord, 

Renew our communion with all your saints, especially those who we name before you – 

Faye Reese 

And the names of persons who are not mentioned out loud but are on our hearts. 

We give you thanks Lord for those that we love but, see no more. We are grateful for the ways, that 

you have used your everyday saints to teach, and inspire us on our spiritual journey. We thank you 

for everything about them has helped to shape us into who You call us to be today.  

We thank you that through the love of your son Jesus we remain connect in love. 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, strengthen us to run with perseverance 

the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. By your Spirit 

make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes 

in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is your 

almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Closing Hymn    “Rejoice in the Saints”      UMH 708 

1. Rejoice in God’s saints,     2.  Some march with events 
today and all days;      to turn them God’s way; 
a world without saints     some need to withdraw, 
forgets how to praise.     The better to pray. 
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Their faith in acquiring     Some carry the gospel 
the habit of prayer,      through fire and through flood; 
their depth of adoring,     our world is their parish; 
Lord, help us to share.     Their purpose is God. 
 
3. Rejoice in those saints,     4.  Rejoice in God’s saints, 
unpraised and unknown,     today and all days; 
who bear someone’s cross     a world without saints 
or shoulder their own.     Forgets how to praise. 
They shame our complaining,    In loving, in living, 
our comforts, our cares;     they prove it is true: 
what patience in caring,     the way of self-giving, 
what courage, is theirs!     Lord, leads us to you. 
 

BENEDICTION  

May we go forth inspired by the Spirit of God present in all of the Lord’s everyday saints. As we 

have been blessed, may we live as blessings to others in Jesus name. Amen.    

                                                                                                                          

POSTLUDE                       “God Be With You ‘Til We Meet Again”                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


