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Welcome    “Time Now to Gather” (Horman) 

 

Prelude  

Call to Worship: (Joel 2, Ps 126)         
Leader: Come with hearts overflowing in gratitude. 
People: God has done great things for us. 
Leader: Be glad and rejoice. 
People: We rejoice in God’s gifts. 
Leader: Sing praises of joy. 
People: Our mouths are filled with laughter. 
Leader: Shout with thanksgiving, in sunshine and rain. 
People: Praise God for our lives, for harvest and food. 

Opening Hymn   “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”    UMH 694 

1. Come, ye thankful people, come,  2.  All the world is God’s own field, 

raise the song of harvest home;       fruit as praise to God we yield; 

all is safely gathered in,        wheat and tares together sown 

ere the winter storms begin.       Are to hoy or sorrow grown; 

God our Maker doth provide       first the blade and then the ear, 

for our wants to be supplied;       then the full corn shall appear; 

come to God’s own temple, come,      Lord of harvest, grant that we 

raise the song of harvest home.       Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

     3. For the Lord our God shall come,  4.  Even so, Lord, quickly come, 
         and shall take the harvest home;       bring thy final harvest home; 
         from the field shall in that day       gather thou thy people in, 
         all offenses purge away,        free from sorrow, free from sin, 
         giving angels charge at last        there, forever purified, 
         in the fire the tares to cast;        in thy presence to abide; 



         but the fruitful ears to store        come, with all thine angels, come, 
         in the garner evermore.        Raise the glorious harvest home. 
Open Prayer (Joel 2, Matt 6)  
Giver of life, 
for sunshine and showers, 
we give you thanks; 
for food and drink, 
we give you praise; 
for clothing and shelter, 
we bestow our gratitude. 
Gather our worries and our burdens this day, 
and shelter us from fear and despair. 
Help us rest assured in your arms, 
knowing that your loving care is enough. 
It is enough. 
It is enough. Amen. 

Special Music   “Now Thank We All Our God” (arr. Jones)  

Community Prayer 

Gracious Lord, we thank you for the blessings that you have given us personally, and as 
a community this past year. We give you thanks for those who have served in the 
community to protect, provide, and heal us like those who have served in the Fire 
Department, the Police Department, the hospitals, the New Windsor Food Bank and 
Blessings Closet, also those who have served as community leaders, our mayor, 
teachers, and all other community positions. May You bless each and everyone of 
them, and us as we gather to give you thanks and praise. Lord we ask you to be with 
those who will be hungry, lonely, suffering, ill, and those who do not know the hope of 
your Son Jesus. We pray all of these things in His name by saying these words…   

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading       

Gospel Reading Matthew 6:25-33 

25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing?  

26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  



27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?  

28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 
like one of these.  

30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  

31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What 
will we wear?’  

32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things.  

33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.  

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon:    “The Blessed Birds of the Air”                Rev. Shari McCourt 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all of you and your families!  
Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays. 
I love to get together with family, and sometimes friends to celebrate God’s goodness, 
and faithfulness. 
I enjoy sharing and hearing the blessings of those around the table.  
The focus on our needs, and so many of our wants, being met by our Lord and Savior, 
does my heart good!  
I also love the colors of this season, and enjoy the falling leaves.  
The crunchy sounds of foliage going back into the earth to nurture the soil is pleasant 
and familiar of this time of year.  
Brightly colored pumpkins, the delicious treats from the harvest, and the aroma of family 
favorites as we celebrate all the Lord has done for us; makes Thanksgiving special! 
 We when get to this time of year it is often a time of reflection as we think back 
as to what the Lord has done in our lives all year long.  
We don’t have to wait until now to thank the Lord, and hopefully we haven’t waited.  
It makes me wonder why we ever doubt that our Lord will provide for us. 
 Our text for today from Matthew 6:25-33 should really begin with the previous 
text. 
Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.” (NRSV) 



It is crucial to remember who you are serving. Who you are and whose you are—are 
key! 

When we find ourselves in places of insecurity, and vulnerability, we may 
question how our basic needs will be met. 

 
We may wonder how we will find the fortitude to cope with certain circumstances. 
 
We may doubt that God will actually provide for us, care for us, and love us. 
 Jesus was instructing those present regarding authentic faith in our Lord. 
When serve God, and God alone then we have nothing to fear or worry about, because 
our Lord will take care of us.  

Jesus said, in Matthew 6:25-27, “25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  

26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  

27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?” 

This holiday we celebrate the thanksgiving that we have for our Lord who provides for 
us in all times.  

Thanksgiving is a time of vacation from worry. 

No matter who you are, or what is going on in your life, this is a time to praise the Lord’s 
holy name. 

 Jesus asked an important question in this text regarding whether or not worrying can 
add a single hour to one’s life. 

Scientific research indicates the worry, not only will not add a single hour to our lives, 
instead it will take away hours, days, even years of our lives.  

I was serving at a free community meal one day, when a client approached me.  

She was wearing baggy, gray, sweat pants, sweat shirt, with layers under her clothes, 
and a new navy blue coat with a hood, and hat stuffed in the pocket. 

Her hair was long, and gray, and framed her sweet face. 

She had the most beautiful blues eyes and smile on her face. 

I smiled at her as she came closer. 



This beautiful child of God wanted to thank me for serving that day. 

She shared how our God was so good to her.  

 She described briefly that she had been through many losses. 

Her son died serving our country. Her daughter was taken in a car accident. Her 
husband became very ill and passed.  

The medical bills during her husband’s illness caused them to become behind in their 
payments. 

Eventually, after her husband passed, she lost her home, and everything that she had. 

She said that at other times in her life, she had served others, and loved it. 

She shared that it never occurred to her that she would need to be served. 

Her eyes widened, as she told me that she never worried about how God would care for 
her. 

She claimed, “God has been with me through all things, and will never forsake me.” 

She said that those who worked the local shelter are kind, and good. 

She showed me her new coat, and matching hat. 

This grateful woman, expressed belief in a God who provides exactly what she had 
needed, just when she needed it.  

She said, “God knows my needs—all of my needs! I will praise the Lord all of my days!” 

 I learned from her how she lived this gospel text.  

One of the men working the meal that day, told me that he was glad that I had 
experienced talking with her. 

He said that she was always praising God in all things. 

He and his wife invited her to their home for Thanksgiving dinner the year before, and 
had a wonderful time. 

Their family had been so blessed by her, and they were thankful for God working 
through her. 

Her gift of thanks to them was a drawing she made on a piece of computer paper.  



The drawing was beautifully colored birds, flying in the air.  

At the bottom of her picture she wrote, “Matthew 6:26, ‘Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,  

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.’ Thank you for being the Lord’s hands and 
feet, may you be blessed as you have blessed me.”  

This Thanksgiving, may we truly profess our thankfulness to our Lord who has cared, 
and provided for our needs, and so much more. 

May we bless others, as we have been blessed to the glory of our God and savior! 
Amen. 

Community Offering-This evening’s offering will go the New Windsor Community Food 
Bank 

Presentation of Gifts 

DOXOLOGY      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”              UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below: 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Offering Prayer  

Gracious Loving God, we thank you for meeting all of our needs and some many 
of our wants.  You bless us even when we are undeserving.  You keep your 
covenant with us always and love us with your grace upon grace.  We ask that 
you bless the gifts that they may be a blessing to others in your Son Jesus name.  
Amen. 

Closing Hymn    “For the Beauty of the Earth”            UMH 92 

1. For the beauty of the earth,   Refrain 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth   Lord of all, to thee we raise 
over and around us lies;    this our hymn of grateful praise. 

2. For the beauty of each hour   3.  For the joy of ear and eye, 
of the day and of the night,    for the heart and mind’s delight, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower,   for the mystic harmony 
sun and moon, and stars of light;   linking sense to sound and sight; 

Refrain      Refrain 



 

4. For the joy of human love,   5.  For thy church, that evermore 
brother, sister, parent, child,   lifeth holy hands above 
friends on earth and friends above,  offering up on every shore 
for all gentle thoughts and mild;   her pure sacrifice of love; 

Refrain      Refrain 

6. For thyself, best Gift Divine, 
to the world so freely given, 

for that great, great love of thine, 
peace on earth, and joy in heaven: 

Refrain 

 

Benediction  

Greet the world with joy in your hearts. Let peace and dignity lead your every step, 
knowing that God abides with you always. Go forth in praise and thanksgiving for our 
God, who cares for all of God’s children.      

Postlude    “Give Thanks” (Smith) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


