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Accept. 
Philippians 1:7-11... Day 11 of Advent from Spirit in the Desert 
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“(May) your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 

to help you to determine what is best...” Philippians 1:9-10b 

 

The chief weapon of the Spirit in the lifelong process of change that comes to 

followers of Jesus is love. It may not be, as the popular song puts it, that “all we 

need is love,” but love certainly is the engine that energizes and supports our minds 

and bodies as we figure out how to live in the world. We didn’t get instruction 

manuals when we were born (neither did our parents) and it’s often hard to figure 

out what is best for ourselves and for our neighbors. Choices are difficult! 

Sometimes we don’t even know what to give our spouse for Christmas! So life takes 

a bunch of praying, a lot of studying, and a full portion of wisdom ~ and in Christ 

all of that will be supported by love, love for God and love for neighbor. And as we 

continue on the journey of faith, as long as our choices are grounded in that love, 

we can be sure that one day goodness will triumph and all will be well. 

  



 

I wonder...what important choices I’ll be called on to make during this 

holiday season. 
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During this Advent, a season of anticipation and light, catch glimpses of God’s love coming alive 
in the world and participate in acts of mercy and justice as empowered by God’s Spirit. This 

devotional, offered by the BWC's Advocacy and Action ministries, uplifts themes of justice and 
hope for the season through bold and faithful voices for your reflection and response. You are a 

brilliant blessing and we give thanks to God for you this Advent. Let us be light! 
  

Forth Sunday in Advent: Dec. 19 - Celebrating Love 
 

Scripture: Luke 1:39-45 
Reflection: When Love Breaks Through 

I’ll never forget the day when I met Bishop Felton May, who was my first bishop while I served 
in the Susquehanna Conference as a young local pastor deciding whether being a pastor was 
my call or not. He met me at a very notorious corner of the Allison Hill community where my 
first appointment would be.  He told me, “This is the Titanic, and you are looking in your hands 
and only seeing a stick of gum to keep it from sinking.” I thought, “this is off to a great start.”  

Then he said the phrase I will never forget and that has sustained me throughout my entire 
journey as a pastor.  Bishop May said, “But I believe that you have to learn to love the hell out 
of people, and that is your secret weapon.” He emphasized again, “I mean you have to love 
the literal hell out of people.”  

It seemed incredibly difficult, nevertheless, Bishop May’s words have been true in my life and 
in my ministry.  Making space for love to impregnate one’s heart and soul can, in turn, infuse 
and transform the trajectory of the people that you meet, and with it an entire 
community.  Elizabeth’s spirit was released in joy at the realization that Mary had said yes to 
God’s call, and that Mary not only said yes, but walked in  faith -- that though she was only one 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE+1%3A39-45%2C+46-55&version=NRSV


small voice looking up at the Titanic with only a stick of gum, she moved forward because 
sometimes love compels us to dream impossible dreams.  

I don’t necessarily believe that Mary’s choice to become the “theotokos,” or God-bearer, was 
the only thing that Elizabeth felt that day when they met.  I believe it was that Mary chose to 
believe that God’s love, that now she so simply and powerfully embodied, was part of the 
incarnational ministry of Jesus.  The gestation taking place within her body was, in fact, the 
beginning of Jesus’ final victory over death, and that love would literally capture the keys of 
death from the jaws of hell to bring forth the kin-dom of justice, equity and peace. 
Recognizing the hell that most people in our communities face and live in everyday is the way 
I believe we start to love people out of it. Acknowledging that there are so many people, who 
are doing the best they can with what they have received, is paramount to the work of sharing 
God’s love.  Some of the people we encounter will have layers of caked on hatred, prejudice, 
biases, pain and even abuse perpetrated by the hands of Church; and until we are willing to 
recognize this, we will never be able to truly love the communities we endeavor to serve. 

However, if we allow the love of God to jump-start our hearts, which is one of the ways the 
Greek, eckipthcen (leap or jump in vs. 41) can be interpreted, we might be able to hope again 
as Elizabeth hopes and proclaim as boldly as Mary does.  
 

 

 

St. Paul UMC is selling RADA Cutlery.   Not only do they sell cutlery but they also sell soup and 

party dip mixes, seasoning blends, marinades, no bake cheesecake mixes, cheeseball mixes, baking 

pans, and cookbooks.  With the holiday entertaining season coming soon, you may wish to check out 

all the items RADA has to offer. 

During the last 70+ years we have earned a reputation for remarkable quality and tremendous 

value. Our employees and their families appreciate you choosing to use Rada Cutlery in your kitchen!   

This can all be ordered online.  The link is https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=4880802.adaee2 
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Christmas Eve Service at St. Paul United Methodist Church, 200 Main Street, 
New Windsor, MD will be Friday, December 24 at 5:00 pm. 

 
Christmas Eve Service at Johnsville United Methodist Church, 11106 Green 

Valley Road, Union Bridge, MD will be Friday, December 24 at 7:00 pm. 
 

Christmas Eve Services will also be available virtually 
 

 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday, December 27 and will reopen on Monday, January 3. 
 
 

 
 

 
The Bible Study will be taking a break from the study on Christmas and New Year Sundays 
(Dec. 26 and Jan. 2). It will start again on Sunday, January 9 at 9:15 am. They will be studying the 
Passion Narrative in Mark’s Gospel, chapter 11 through to the end. 
 

Bible Study Sunday mornings @ 9:15 St. Paul UMC 
One and all are invited including children and youth! 

 
 
 

 

 
Johnsville UMC Soup Sale is accepting orders now for quarts of Chicken Corn Soup or Vegetable 
Beef Soup.  Quarts are $7.00 each and orders can be placed by calling Karen at 410-775-7627 by 
January 9.  Soup can be picked up at the church Social Hall on January 17 from 2:00 to 5:00 pm.  
See attached flier for more details. 
 
 



     
 
 

Prayers for Those in the World and Community 
 

• Prayers of healing and peace for our World  

• Prayers for the homeless in our community and world  

• Prayers for the young people in our community  

• Prayers for healing Carl Welsh  

• Prayers for healing Claudette (Ronda’s sister)  

• Prayers for healing Tasha (Ronda’s loved one)  

• Prayers for healing Ronda  

• Prayers for healing George Piscano  

• Prayers for healing Amy Lentzner and her brother, Andy  

• Prayers for healing Theresa Hahn (Friend of Donna Downs 

• Prayers for Sarah Paulson’s healing from surgery, (Step-sister of Wayne Trout)  

• Prayers for healing Carissa, Seth’s wife  

• Prayers for Bill’s business  

• Prayers for healing Andy Spurrier  

• Prayers for grieving Zelma Shelton  

• Prayers for healing Diana (Rebecca’s friend)  

• Prayers for the Huffman Family recovering from a house fire (Kelly’s co-worker)  

• Prayers for those who are incarcerated especially K  

• Prayers for healing Jennifer, sister of Dale Allen  

• Prayers for healing Sharon Almany, mother of Sarah Lowman  

• Prayers for healing Ruth Lease  

• Prayers for healing Ruth Ridgley’s son, Andy  

• Prayers for healing Steven Kit’s nephew  

• Prayers for healing Sharon, Irene’s sister  

• Prayers for healing Nancy Tracy  

• Prayers for healing Abbott (Lisa Barton request) 

• Prayers for healing Mark, Karen Hevner’s brother on his upcoming surgery  

• Prayers for healing the O’Brien Family  

• Prayers for healing Theresa and Robert  

• Prayers for those in Kentucky and the mid-section of our country 

• Prayers for Frank Potee’s Pop in hospice care 

• Prayers for peace and healing for Octavia (Paul McCourt) 

• Prayers for healing officer shot duty, Quena Holly  

• Prayers for healing Jesse Inskeep  

• Prayers for healing and hope Jeff and Sage  

• Prayers for healing Dale Lowman’s brother-in-law  
 

Ongoing Prayer list 
 
 

• Jean Fitschen  

• Prayers for healing Trudy Jo Snader  



• Phillip, son of Becky and Mel Gress  

• John, Tiffany, and Jen, cousins of Amanda McCourt, for healing  

• Prayers for healing for Pastsy Eyler  

• Prayers for healing Larry Younkin’s Family  

• Prayers for healing-Louise Grabill  

• Prayers for healing-Chuck Coles  

• Prayers for healing  Frank Potee  

• Prayers for Jack Reese-healing (Kit’s nephew) 

• Prayers for healing-Riley (Kit’s great niece) 

• Prayers for healing Martin (Florence’s son) 

• Prayers for healing Larry and Linda Thompson  

• Prayers for healing Jim and Jill (friends of Sena)  

• Prayers for healing Valerie and Charles  
 
 


