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Await. 
Psalm 25:1-5... Day 5 of Advent from Spirit in the Desert  
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“You are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.” Psalm 25:5b 

 

One of the blessings of our Advent wait is the endless entertainment that comes 

from the Christ glimpses that come regularly in the course of every day. When we 

least expect it God breaks through the ceilings and walls of our hearts with signs of 

salvation and hope. It can happen in the kind words or smile of a stranger, the 

fragrance of pines in the wind or sage in the desert, the regular kiss of love from a 

spouse or a friend, or in the antics of the dog we’re taking for a walk. We might not 

have always called these little moments signs of the Divine Presence, but what else 

could they be? God works in all and through all, and we should expect to see 

evidence of that constant presence from dawn to dusk, and even in our dreams. We 

might not be able to see or define God, but when God blows through our lives, 

branches bend and leaves rustle--and we know that the wind of God has come near. 

  

I wonder...when I will next see the signs of God’s presence in me. 

 

  

https://spiritinthedesert.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=935e32c26c20fa9e0a750e319&id=6162a70d4f&e=e9d98cbdfb
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During this Advent, a season of anticipation and light, catch glimpses of God’s love coming alive in the world and 
participate in acts of mercy and justice as empowered by God’s Spirit. This devotional, offered by the BWC's 

Advocacy and Action ministries, uplifts themes of justice and hope for the season through bold and faithful voices 
for your reflection and response. You are a brilliant blessing and we give thanks to God for you this Advent. Let 

us be light! 
 

Second Sunday in Advent: Dec. 5 - Pursuing Peace   

 
Opening Prayer 

Lord, we pray for world peace as we remember those impacted by conflicts in different parts of the 
world. We pray for mothers who struggle to feed families and look for safe places to lay their babies 
to sleep when night comes. We pray for those struggling and running away from violence. Gracious 
God, hear our prayer and, in your love, answer. 
 
Scripture: Luke 3:1-6 
Reflection: 

In today’s Scripture, we read about the colonial occupation authorities represented by Pilate and the 
Herodians. This colonial occupation was by violent force. Palestine was under occupation and the 
colonial control of Rome and its emperor, Caesar.  
It was during an oppressive colonial occupation when John the Baptist called people to repentance, 
baptism, and the forgiveness of sins. John’s message called to all people, those who held the political 
and religious powers and those who were struggling under the heel of occupation and colonialism. 
John called them to a way of living that promoted real life. His message was clear: we are preparing 
the way of the Lord when we make paths straight, when we level the ground for all, and when we 
smooth the rough ways. Peace can only come when we repair the ways that have become obstacles 
for people to fully thrive. 
Our world is struggling with injustice, systemic racism, political and religious conflicts, and social 
manipulations. For example, countries like Zimbabwe have been experiencing political and economic 
conflicts since 2000. 
We can join the citizens of Zimbabwe in praying and working for shalom  to help to rebuild a better 
nation that focuses on growing the economy and improving living conditions for many people. Due to 
the political and economic challenges, there are more than three million Zimbabweans living in the 
diaspora and many are political and economic refugees. Their basic human needs must be 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A1-6&version=NIV


addressed by the church and by nations that receive them. There are paths to be straightened out. 
Our societies must recognize the different needs that must be met for different people. Every person 
is precious and all of us can make a difference. 
If we are honest in this season, our churches also need some leveling in our structures. We need the 
smoothing of our rough ways as we journey through understanding our history as a church. The 
United Methodist Church, as a global church, needs to restructure to reflect its worldwide nature. 
Through an equitable restructuring, we will be able to make mountains low and enable valleys be 
filled so that we can be a true global church. This will help us to pursue peace in the world.  
As we prepare for the coming of the Lord, we need to work on reforming our own power relations, as 
well as political and religious structures. 
Those struggling under the heals of colonial powers and structures need to receive an awakening that 
the day of the Lord is nearby. We are all God’s children, and we all need grace and mercy. We are 
being called to repentance. The Good news is there is forgiveness of sins, and there is baptism. 
 
This Week's Question 
What structures in our society and in the church need to be straightened out, what rough ways needs 
to be smoothed? What has been crooked in our church that needs straightening and what valleys 
need to be raised and hills lowered? 

 

St. Paul UMC is selling RADA Cutlery.   Not only do they sell cutlery but they also sell soup and 

party dip mixes, seasoning blends, marinades, no bake cheesecake mixes, cheeseball mixes, baking 

pans, and cookbooks.  With the holiday entertaining season coming soon, you may wish to check out 

all the items RADA has to offer. 

During the last 70+ years we have earned a reputation for remarkable quality and tremendous 

value. Our employees and their families appreciate you choosing to use Rada Cutlery in your kitchen!   

This can all be ordered online.  The link is https://radafundraising.com?rfsn=4880802.adaee2 

 

 

 

 

The annual Strawbridge Shrine Advent Worship Service on Advent III, Sunday afternoon, November 

12th at 3:00 p.m.  See the attached flier for more information. 

 

 

https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=4880802.adaee2


 
 
 
Bible Study Sunday mornings @ 9:15 St. Paul UMC 
Rev. Ron Runkles will teach on Romans. One and all are invited including children and youth! 
 

 

 
Johnsville UMC Soup Sale is accepting orders now for quarts of Chicken Corn Soup or Vegetable 
Beef Soup.  Quarts are $7.00 each and orders can be placed by calling Karen at 410-775-7627 by 
January 9.  Soup can be picked up at the church Social Hall on January 17 from 2:00 to 5:00 pm.  
See attached flier for more details. 
 

     
 
 

Prayers for Those in the World and Community 
 

• Prayers of healing and peace for our World  

• Prayers for the homeless in our community and world  

• Prayers for the young people in our community  

• Prayers for healing, guidance from the Holy Spirit-Deana 

• Prayers for healing Dixie’s Aunt Betty Leatherwood  

• Prayers for healing Carl Welsh  

• Prayers for grieving for the family of Bob Eyler  

• Prayers for healing Claudette (Ronda’s sister)  

• Prayers for healing Tasha (Ronda’s loved one)  

• Prayers for healing Ronda  

• Prayers to be found-Families on mission trip  

• Prayers for healing George Piscano  

• Prayers for healing Amy Lentzner and her brother, Andy  

• Prayers for healing Irene Wallace recovering from surgery  

• Prayers for healing Theresa Hahn (Friend of Donna Downs) 

• Prayers for healing Sam Hoff  



• Prayers for Wally and Karin grieving the loss of Wally’s brother  

• Prayers for Sarah Paulson’s healing from surgery, (Step-sister of Wayne Trout)  

• Prayers for healing/grieving Rev. and Mrs. Dower  

• Prayers for healing Carissa, Seth’s wife  

• Prayers for Bill’s business  

• Prayers for healing and peace for Susan  

• Prayers for healing Andy Spurrier  

• Prayers for grieving Zelma Shelton  

• Prayers for healing Diana (Rebecca’s friend)  

• Prayers for the Huffman Family recovering from a house fire (Kelly’s co-worker)  

• Prayers for those who are incarcerated especially K  

• Prayers for healing Jennifer, sister of Dale Allen  

• Prayers for healing Sharon Almany, mother of Sarah  

• Prayers for healing Ruth Lease  

• Prayers for healing Ruth’s son, Andy  

• Prayers for healing for Robert Hauff  
 

Ongoing Prayer list 
 

• Jean Fitschen  

• Prayers for healing Trudy Jo Snader  

• Phillip, son of Becky and Mel Gress  

• John, Tiffany, and Jen, cousins of Amanda McCourt, for healing 

• Prayers for healing for Patsy Eyler  

• Prayers for healing Larry Younkin’s Family  

• Prayers for healing-Louise Grabill  

• Prayers for healing-Chuck Coles  

• Prayers for healing  Frank Potee  

• Prayers for Jack Reese-healing (Kit’s nephew) 

• Prayers for Lisa-peace and hope  

• Prayers for healing-Riley (Kit’s great niece) 

• Prayers for healing Martin (Florence’s son) 

• Prayers for healing Larry and Linda Thompson  

• Prayers for healing Jim and Jill (friends of Sena)  

• Prayers for healing Valerie and Charles  
 


