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Johnsville United Methodist Church 
Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

            Epiphany of the Lord 

   January 2, 2022              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PRELUDE         
                                                                                                                         
WELCOME                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn     “We Three Kings”     UMH 254 

1. We three kings of Orient are;   Refrain 
bearing gifts we traverse afar,   O star of wonder, star of light, 
field and fountain,     Star with royal beauty bright, 
moor and mountain,    Westward leading, still proceeding, 
following yonder star.    Guide us to thy perfect light. 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,  3.  Frankincense to offer have I; 
         gold I bring to crown him again,       Incense owns a Deity night; 

King forever, ceasing never,        prayer and praising, voices raising 
    over us all to reign.         Worshiping God on high. 
    Refrain           Refrain 

          4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume   5.  Glorious now behold him arise; 
              breathes a life of gathering gloom;       King and God and sacrifice: 
              sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,       Alleluia, Alleluia, 
              sealed in the stone-cold tomb.       Sound through the earth and skies. 

    Refrain           Refrain 

Call to Worship:  (Isaiah 60) 
Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come! The glory of the Holy One has risen upon you! 
People: Our spirits soar at the dawning of the light that illumines our darkness. 
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Our hearts rejoice at God’s abundant grace. 
Leader: Lift up your eyes and look around, for God has pity on the weak, and redeems the oppressed 
from violence. 
People: Come to Bethlehem with the magi, following the star of God’s glory, and proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus, who is the Christ. 
Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come! The glory of the Holy One has risen upon you! 
People: We shall see with eyes made new. We shall see and be radiant!  
 
Opening Prayer (Isaiah 60, Psalm 72) 
Holy Light of all the nations, shine upon us and upon all humankind. Fill us with your Spirit, 
that we may be beacons of hope to all the earth, bringing the peace of Christ to everyone we 
meet. Amen. 
 
Special Music 

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Eternal God, we celebrate the courage of kings who left their homelands and their own people to 
follow a star; we marvel at their quest to honor a child whose power was announced in the heavens 
above. We would do anything to be part of their story—as long as it requires little effort of sacrifice 
on our part. Forgive our feet of clay, O God. Open our shut-up hearts to the mystery made known in 
Christ, that other may behold in us the blessings to be found in journeys worth taking. Heal those 
that are in need this day, and bring your peace to this world. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn        “The First Noel”    UMH 245 

1. The first Noel the angel did say   Refrain 
was to certain poor shepherds   
in fields as they lay;     Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
in fields where they     born is the King of Israel. 
lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night 
that was so deep. 

 

      2. They looked up and saw a star   3.  And by the light of that same star 
          shining in the east, beyond them far;       three Wise Men came from country far; 
          and to the earth it gave great light,        to seek for a king was their intent, 
          and so it continued both day and night.       And to follow the star wherever it went. 
          Refrain           Refrain 
 

     4. This star drew nigh to the northwest,  5.  Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
          o’er Bethlehem it took its rest;        full reverently upon the knee, 
          and there it did both stop and stay,       and offered there, in his presence, 
          right over the place where Jesus lay.       Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
          Refrain           Refrain 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For darkness 
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory 
will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift 
up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from 
far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be 
radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels 
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and 
shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men astrologers; Gk 

magi');"  from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, in the East'); and have come to pay him homage.’ 

3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah the Christ');" 

was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

6“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd rule');" my people Israel.” ’  

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men astrologers; Gk magi');" and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, in the East');" until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

10When they saw that the star had stopped, saw the star');"* they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road.  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon     “The Star of Light and Joy”                   Pastor Shari McCourt 

Today is Epiphany of the Lord, Sunday! Epiphany means the manifestation or appearance. In 

our church calendar, this is the Sunday, we celebrate the coming of the Magi. As a side note, our 

opening hymn this morning, “We Three Kings,” was written in 1857, by John Henry Hopkins Jr.  At the 

time it was written, he served as the rector of Christ Episcopal Church in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.  

Hopkins wrote the carol for a Christmas pageant that took place in New York City. “We Three Kings” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Henry_Hopkins_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Episcopal_Church_(Williamsport,_Pennsylvania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Williamsport,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_play
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
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was the first Christmas carol to have widespread popularity in America. This hymn helps us to have a 

better understanding of the connection between the birth of the Christ child at Christmas, and the 

significance of His birth for the world. 

It was originally thought that there were twelve Magi to denote the twelve tribes of Israel. We 

just don’t know how many Magi or wise men. We do know there were three gifts. The gifts point out 

who Jesus is, as the Messiah, the one who was prophesized to come to bring the people out of the 

darkness into the light. The book of Matthew is the only place that this story is found. Matthew has a 

tendency to proof out God’s fulfillment of God’s word. 

King Herod had heard of the coming of the Christ child and was sacred. He wanted to find this 

child and have him eliminated so that his kingdom would not be threatened. He sent the astrologers 

of the day, very wise men, to seek out the Christ child, and let him know where he was, so that he 

could pay homage to him. The wise men, being wise men, were warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, left their own town by another road. 

In just this little bit of the story we can see how God always provides a way in the darkness for 

the light to prevail. This story provides many God sightings. Let’s go back to the gifts of the wise men. 

Their first gift was a gift of vision that God provided them through the study of heavenly bodies such 

as stars. They followed the star that brought them to this great light that came through this tiny infant 

child. There were three physical gifts that they brought. This gifts pointed out that Jesus was the one, 

who had been prophesied to come, as the Messiah. Gold is to point out Jesus Kingship, and 

frankincense, Jesus’ priestly role. Frankincense also has medicinal purpose of healing though 

inhibiting inflammation, so this valuable herbal remedy was given to the one who came to heal us, 

and make us whole in him. Myrrh, is a prefiguring of his death, and embalming. Jesus was born to die 

to pay the price for us all. 

The wise men show us an example of those who used their spiritual gifts to follow the light, 

and rejoiced that the light had come into the world. They shared their gifts both spiritual, and material 

gifts to honor our Lord, and King of Kings. The wise men looked for the sighting of God that came 

down in human form. The story of the wise men is an excellent story for Epiphany! We too should be 

seeking to use our spiritual gifts and be the vessels that others might see the light. 

I am called to share examples of God sightings at work, by Tim Ryan. 

  “5 examples of “God sightings” at work: 

1.  You connect with another person who is anxious to share her faith. 

2.  Somebody offers you encouragement when things aren’t going well. 

3.  You’re nervous about finishing some task on time, and just when you’re about to 
panic, someone steps up to help and it all comes together. 

4.  A co-worker has wronged you and you’re feeling anger and resentment. God is 
present when you offer love and forgiveness in response. 
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5.  You were passed over for a promotion and your ego took a beating. God is present 
when you respond with humility. 

God sightings frequently occur in painful events. Those can be the most difficult times to 
recognize them.  

Remember that God is with us as we endure our individual crosses; it’s up to us to trust that 
God’s guiding hand is in any situation.  

As Paul writes in his powerful letter to the Romans, “We know that all things work for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Rom 8:28)  

God is working miracles every day in our lives; if we pay attention, we can see them all around 
us.” 

I have been looking for God sightings! I was at the store one windy, cold, rainy day, when an 

elderly man on a walker struggled to with his grocery basket and groceries. Before me, I saw a young 

man, running across the parking lot toward the man. I overheard him ask to help the man. The older 

man asked why he would want to help him. The young man replied that because I can. The young 

man placed his groceries where directed, returned his grocery cart and helped the man into his car. 

He went a step further he asked if he would like for him to follow him home to help further. The older 

man talking rather loud said that he did not understand why anyone would help him. He shared that 

his own family what was left of it would not visit this holiday season. So why would this young man go 

out of his way to help him? The young man said that in his church, they all try to help others in Jesus 

name. The random act of kindness, is a simple example of how through random acts of kindness, we 

may use our spiritual gifts, and graces to become the light to others. 

In Jesus name we are called to be the light into the world. We are called to look for God 

sighting, and be God sightings. A child was born to lead the way for us all to experience the light of 

his love and grace. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
                 
DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Offering Prayer  
(Isaiah 60, Matthew 2) 
Maker of all things, wisdom of God, light of the world, you fill our hands with abundance and 
our hearts with hope. As the magi brought their treasure to the infant Jesus, we bring these 
gifts to you with joy, that you may use them to bring light and peace to our world. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn       “What Child Is This”    UMH 219 
 

1. What child is this     Refrain 
who, laid to rest,     This, this is Christ the King,  
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?    Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Whom angels greet     Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
with anthems sweet,              the babe, the son of Mary. 
while shepherds watch are keeping?  
 
2. Why lies he in such mean estate   3.  So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
where ox and ass are feeding?   Come peasant, king, to own him; 
Good Christians, fear,    The King of kings salvation brings, 
for sinners here     let loving hearts enthrone him. 
the silent Word is pleading.   Refrain 
Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Like the Magi who followed the star, let the light of God shine through you and in you and all around 

you. Go in peace to serve the world. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 
 


