
                        
Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

                  Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2021              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE                                     “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”                                                                                               

 

OPENING HYMN                                   “Joy to the World”     UMH 246 

 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  2.  Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 

Let earth receive her King;    Let all their songs employ; 

let every heart prepare him room,   while fields and floods, rocks hills and plains 

and heaven and nature sing,   repeat the sounding joy, 

and heaven and nature sing,   repeat the sounding joy, 

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,           4.  He rules the world with truth and grace, 

nor thorns infest the ground;   and makes the nations prove 

he comes to make his blessings flow  the glories of his righteousness, 

far as the curse is found,    and wonders of his love, 

far as the curse is found,    and wonders of his love, 

far as, far as the curse is found.   And wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Isaiah 9, Psalm 96, Luke 2) 

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
People: Celebrate the coming of the Light. 
Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song, God’s salvation is at hand. 
People; Celebrate the coming of Salvation. 
Leader: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us. 
People: Celebrate the coming of the Prince of Peace. 
Leader: I bring you good news of great joy for all the people. 
People: Celebrate the coming of Christ! 



OPENING PRAYER                   

God of mystery, God of revelation, God of joyful sound, we worship you with the most profound 

devotion, and with the simplest wonder at the foot of a manger bed, singing in the Spirit so that 

our joy may be received as true worship; in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

Lighting of the Advent Candles: The Christ Candle 
 
Candle Lighting: On this most holy day we light all four candles in our Advent wreath, and we are 
reminded of the Expectation, Preparation, Proclamation, and Revelation of His coming. Now we light the 
Christ Candle, we rejoice that the promise of God has been fulfilled in the coming of the Baby born in a 
manger.  
 
Prayer: Gracious and Mighty King, we celebrate your goodness to us as we join the triumph and 
joy of Christmas. As your love has been reveled in all of its fullness, we pray that love may 
abound in our hearts during this special day. Grant us the spirit of Christ that we may live in the 
fullness of his character every day. In His name we pray. Amen.   
 

Special Music  

 

Pastoral Prayer   
God of Joy, 
we come to celebrate again the arrival of Love Incarnate 
here in our very midst. Your glorious arrival 
is enough to cause the forests to sing for joy, 
yet we still find reasons to complain and sigh. 
Your light of salvation is bright enough to illuminate 
every corner of our lives, yet we still find ourselves shrouded 
in worry and doubt. Your gift of Love is big enough for the whole world, yet we still find ourselves 
resentful, that your love extends to those whom we deem to be unworthy. God, you invite us into the 
light of the stable where the overlooked and forgotten have gathered to celebrate the miracle of your 
love. Give us the strength and courage to join you at the manger. 
Help us to remember to give you thanks for the joys in our lives.  
We ask for your healing touch for all who are hurt, are oppressed, experiencing injustice of any kind, or 
are ill. We thank you for the healing of your Son, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

 

HYMN        “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (vs. 1-2)                          UMH 230  

 

1. O little town of Bethlehem,   2.  For Christ is born of Mary, 

how still we see thee lie;        and gathered all above, 

above thy deep         while mortals sleep, 

and dreamless sleep        the angels keep 

the silent stars go by.        their watch of wondering love. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth       O morning stars together, 

the everlasting light;         proclaim the holy birth, 

the hopes and fears         and praises sing to God the King, 

of all the years are met in thee tonight.      and peace to all on earth! 

 



GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2: 1-20                HB 832  

Reader 1: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went 
to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.  

Hymn      “What Child Is This” (Vs. 1-2)                    UMH 219 

1. What child is this     Refrain 
who, laid to rest,     This, this is Christ the King,  
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?    Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Whom angels greet     Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
with anthems sweet,              the babe, the son of Mary. 
while shepherds watch are keeping?  
 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, 
for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. 
Refrain 

Reader 2: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

Hymn      “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (Vs. 1-2)       UMH 220  

1. Angels from the realms of glory,   Refrain 
wing your flight o’er all the earth;   Come and worship, come and worship, 
ye who sang creation’s story   worship Christ, the newborn King. 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

2. Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant light: 

                   Refrain 

          



Reader 3: 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them.  

Hymn            “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Vs. 1-3)        UMH 234   

1. O come all ye faithful,     Refrain 
joyful and triumphant,     O come, let us adore him, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  O come, let us adore him, 
Come and behold him,     O come, let us adore him, 
born the King of angels;    Christ the Lord. 
 

2. True God of true God,     3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
                Light from Light Eternal,          sing in exultation; 
                lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;        O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

     Son of the Father,          Glory to God 
                begotten, not created;          all glory in the highest; 
      Refrain            Refrain 

HEBREW LESSON Isaiah 9: 2-7                            

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of 
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the 
day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 EPISTLE LESSON Titus 2: 11-14      

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while 
we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  

RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURES         

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.        

     People: Thanks be to God!        

       

SERMON     “Celebrating God’s Love Came Down at Christmas”     Rev. Shari McCourt 



Recently when I was talking with a colleague, we were discussing about what it is that we are 

really celebrating at Christmas time. He talked about how interesting it is that we celebrate Jesus birth 

this time of year, when in truth we are not sure when Jesus was born. So we know that it is not our 

birthday, but it is most likely not Jesus either. So what are we actually celebrating? He and I agreed that 

we are celebrating God’s love for God’s people through Jesus, and the new life that we have through 

him. This new life we are not thinking about only ourselves, but also our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

and those who do not know him. 

We believe that our God is everywhere, all omnipotent, all powerful. God’s love for humanity drew 

God to send the answer to our prayers. God’s love for you, sent Jesus to earth in order to restore us. 

God’s love is what brought the Savior, brought the way for us to be redeemed, that brought us out of the 

clutches of sin and death, and into God’s presence. The Apostle Paul states it this way, “But God 

demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8) 

The incarnation, the birth, life, death, and resurrection, is the revelation of God’s love for you, and all of 

us. 

 God’s love for us goes much further than any love we have experienced. There are signs, and 

symbols of God’s love for us especially during this season. We see lights represent Christ brought the 

light into the world. We sent cards to one another of God’s love has come to us, and many other 

reminders. Many of us give gifts as a token of God’s love for those in our lives. 

We try to remember to live as God’s people who have new life. Reading the newspaper there has 
been “Holiday Hope” this is a fundraiser for various non-profit organizations in Carroll County. People 
have been practicing alternate forms of giving for their friends, and family members that help others. Our 
churches have collected items to help the young, the old and everyone in between, as Jesus hands and 
feet. These are actions in response of the celebration of God’s love for us through Jesus, and our new 
life in him. 

When we meditate on the unconditional love that God has for God’s people in sending God’s only 

son, it is difficult to understand this overwhelming love. My favorite nativity scene depicts the hands of 

God, giving the little baby Jesus to the world. I sit with it every Advent, and Christmas seasons thinking 

about the humility of Jesus as he entered into this world as a tiny, helpless infant. 

The examples are many as to how to live this new life. In the gospel text from this evening, Mary 

teaches us to serve him in all that we do, and in all areas of our lives. Joseph was a good father, 

husband, and obedient to the Lord out of love.  When we see the symbol of story of Jesus’ birth from 

Luke chapter two, on Christmas cards, in our homes, and Christmas ornaments, they are symbols to 

inspire us in our faith, so that we might open our hearts to Jesus’ rebirth in all of us. 

 God’s love looks beyond our failures. God’s love looks beyond all the times we’ve betrayed the 

love that God has for us. It looks beyond all the times we followed our own selfish desires, instead of 

following God. God’s love is forever. It is without fail. It is there even when we act, and believe that it is 

not real. God’s love is steadfast. Titus 2:11-13 says, “11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 

salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 

lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” We are encouraged as Jesus is 

born again in our hearts this Christmas to lead a life worthy of our new life in him. 

When I was growing up, my dad did not talk much about his faith in Jesus Christ when I was 

growing up. I do remember one Advent when I was about 16 years old, he decided that he was not living 



a life that demonstrated God’s love for him. He had been in church one Sunday in October when the 

words were read from John 15:9-13 were read, “9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 

in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” My dad did 

things that he had never done before.   

He started that fall working a couple of Saturdays at church. He gave my brother and me long 

lists of chores that he usually did. We found out much later in the New Year, that he had cooked large 

pots of his famous blue flame chili that had been sold at the church bazaar, along with some of his wood 

working projects. We didn’t have a lot of money, but he got donations from area grocery stores, 

hardware, building, and supply companies for the materials needed to raise money to help those in need 

in our area. 

My Dad had never been like this in his life! That crazy old thing worked in secret, my mom didn’t 

even know what he was up to. He gave a lot of time, and helped others with their projects. 

Dad, and I, always talked about matters of the heart. He shared with me that on one of his 

business trips that fall, he was driving home on a snow covered Rocky mountain road, when the wheels 

of his car slid over the edge of the road. He thought for a moment that he was a goner. It was then that 

he described God’s merciful, unconditional love for him. He said, “Shari, I don’t deserve the life God has 

given me; and I have wasted my God given gifts and talents. I have been unfaithful to Jesus Christ who 

gave his life for me. I need to get myself right with God, and it will take all of my life to do it.” 

Dad was the one who decorated for Christmas each year. He loved   Christmas! That year 

constructed a huge cross. It was about 20 feet by 12 feet. He covered it in sheets of aluminum, and 

more lights than you can imagine. He used his tractor to hang it on the outside of the house, so that 

those driving on Interstate 5 could see it. He hung it up every year that we lived in that house.  

 One year, we received a Christmas card in January from a truck driver who was drifting off to 

sleep while driving in the fog. He was depressed that year, and wanted to end his life. The light of that 

big cross hanging on our house awakened him, and turned off the interstate into a church. He said that 

that symbol of suffering, and shame, saved his life. The man prayed to God that he was sorry for 

thinking, and acting the way that he had. In the midst of his prayer felt forgiven, and loved. The man 

shared the importance of God’s mercy despite all of his failures, he understood that he was loved by 

God through Jesus. The note was a thank you for the symbol that brought him back from sin, and death 

in the darkest time of his life. 

I will never forget that Christmas Eve. We all worked the service together as a family, which was 

new for us. During the candle lighting Mary’s Song or the Magnificat was read, and I watched tears roll 

down my dad’s face. That bigger than life Texas man cried. 

Tonight we celebrate God’s unconditional love has come down to us in the tiny infant child, 

Jesus. We celebrate living our new life in Jesus, as his hands and feet that all may come to know his 

unconditional love. 

Let us pray. 



Lord Jesus we pray that you will be reborn in us this evening. Help us to move our egos a side to 

prepare him room. Use us to bring the light of your unconditional love to our friends, family and to the 

world in need of such hope. Help us all to change our ways to your ways, Lord, and help the change to 

be for the rest of our lives. We pray all of these things in your Holy name. Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD  

                  

DOXOLOGY                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                  Praise God, all creatures here below: 
                                    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
OFFERING PRAYER (Luke 2) Do Not Print Prayer 
Dear God, we cannot thank you enough for the gift of your Son. Through your grace, you have given us 
everything, including our very lives. On this night, we celebrate the miracle of Christmas! But when the 
candles are blown out, when the ringing of the bells has ceased when the angels and shepherds have 
gone home, may we continue to shine your light into the world through the giving of these offerings. And 
so we offer you yet another gift: our partnership to build your reign here on earth. Amen.    
 
HYMN      “Silent Night” (with the lighting of candles)                      UMH 239      

 

1. Silent night, holy night,    2.  Silent night, holy night, 

all is calm, all is bright    shepherds quake at the sight; 

round yon virgin mother and child.  Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Holy infant, so tender and mild,   heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

sleep in heavenly peace,    Christ the Savior is born, 

sleep in heavenly peace.    Christ the Savior is born. 

  

3. Silent night, holy night,    4.  Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light;   wondrous star, lend thy light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face   with the angels let us sing, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  Alleluia to our King; 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,    Christ the Savior is born, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.    Christ the Savior is born! 

 

BENEDICTION       

Go forth and shine light in the darkness. Go and bring peace into our troubled world. Proclaim hope in 

the midst of despair. Go with God’s blessings—for a child has been born to us, who is Love for the 

nations and Light for the world. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE     “He Is Born” 
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