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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

      Easter Sunday 

April 17, 2022              
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS     
                                                                                                     
PRELUDE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
Opening Hymn    “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”     UMH 302 

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!         2.  Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!        Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!        Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!              Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 
3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!        4.  Sour we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!        Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!         Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!        Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
 

5. Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!        6.  King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia! 
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!         Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!         Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia! 
Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!         Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 
 

Call to Worship:   
Leader: Shout for joy. 
People: The tomb is empty. 
Leader: Clap your hands. 
People: Death is cheated. 
Leader; Dance and sing. 
People: Christ is risen. 
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Leader: Christ is risen. 
People: Christ is risen indeed.  
  
Opening Prayer  (Psalm 118) 
Leader: We can hardly believe our eyes and ears—the Lord is risen! Let us pray. 
People: Mighty God, you have become our strength and our salvation. With Christ, you have 
raised us from the dead. With Christ, you have freed us from the chains of death. The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone of our lives. We marvel at your 
amazing love, Lord. We are delirious with joy! Hear the praises of your people on this day of 
days! Amen. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Hymn      “Up from the Grave He Arose”    UMH 322 

1. Low in the grave he lay,   Refrain 

Jesus my Savior,    Up from the grave he arose (he arose) 

waiting the coming day,    with a mighty triumph o’er his foes; (o’er his foes) 

Jesus my Lord!     He arose a victor from the dark domain, 

       And he lives forever, with his saints to reign.  

       He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 

2. Vainly they watch his bed,    3.  Death cannot keep its prey, 

Jesus my Savior;     Jesus my Savior; 

vainly they seal the dead,    he tore the bars away, 

Jesus my Lord!      Jesus my Lord! 

Refrain       Refrain 

 
THE SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS                                                                                       

 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Resurrected One, 
during your final days, 
we turned away from you, 
even after you shared table with us, 
offering us the bread of heaven 
and the cup of salvation; 
in your hour of greatest need, 
we fell asleep while you prayed in the garden, 
even after you urged us to keep the faith 
to avoid the time of trial. 
We are here now, dearest friend, 
remembering what it cost you 
to know the joy we feel today. 
May our lives reflect 
the depth of our gratitude 
to be known as your disciples.  
 
We thank you for the many joys in our lives. 
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We ask for your healing touch on those we have lifted up, and we thank you for your son Jesus who 
taught his disciples to pray by praying this prayer… 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Special Music 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson:  

Epistle Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:1-18 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find 
the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why 
do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, 
while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they 
told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to 
them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 
happened. 

Response to Scriptures: 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Sermon   “Inspiration from the Women at the Tomb”     Pastor Shari McCourt  

Today is a day of great rejoicing! Christ our Lord is risen!  Christ has triumphed over sin and 

death! Our risen savior who has gone to be with his Father who is our Father, his God who is our 

God.  We have much to celebrate today!   

It is the third day, early in the morning, when it was still dark Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 

the mother of Jesus, and James; and the other women who brought spices to anoint the body, travel 

by foot to the tomb. It was the women that prepared the bodies for burial. But, when they went to the 

tomb they found the large heavy stone rolled away. The women entered the tomb to find two 

men/angels dressed in white sitting on the right side.   

The women were terrified, and bowed their faces to ground, and the men said to them, “Why 

do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here. He has risen.” The angels reminded the 

women that Jesus was to be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the 3rd day he would 

rise again. The women went, and told the apostles but they were not believed.  Their story was 

treated as idle gossip. Peter ran to the tomb to see for himself, and found the linen cloths by 

themselves, and went home amazed at what he had seen. 

The question that the angels had for the women is a question for us to ponder. Why do we look 

for the living among the dead? In what way do we look for the living in the midst of our old ways that 

do not lead to life? To be raised with Christ means that we must also live with Christ. To live as 

people of the resurrection, we are called to live lives of those who are resurrected from our old ways, 

our old ideas, our old unhealthy behavior patterns. As those who are raised with Christ we are called 

to leave all of those things behind. I was reminded by several people this past week how difficult 

change is, even if it is for better quality of life. 

 Let’s look to the women at the tomb for inspiration and wisdom. 

1. Love for Jesus at all cost. 
These women loved Jesus, and followed him from town to town.  
 
They stayed with him and watched from the hill as he was crucified, and died. They did not 
abandon him. 
 
They were the first ones at his tomb while it was still dark.  
 
As sad and greatly grieved as they were when he died, they went to the tomb to prepare his 
body for a proper burial of anointing his body with spices.  
This dedication to honor him in all things demonstrated their love. 
They inspire us to remain steady in our love and dedication of Jesus no matter what life brings 
us. 
 

2. These women were faithful servants. 
 
Their love and faith in Jesus led them to live faithfulness. 
 
These women used everything that they had to support Jesus’ ministry. 
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They witnessed to others from town to town as they followed him.  
They made the gospel message known to all they met. 

Like these women, we are to be faithful to Jesus and tell others, around the world about Him.  

We ought to give ourselves to the work of the gospel until the day we leave this earth.  

As faithful servants of God, we can give of ourselves to living for the Lord.  

2 Corinthians 5:15 tells us that Christ died for us, that we should no longer live for ourselves, 
but for Him. 

3. It is important to have an intimate relationship with Jesus. 

When Mary Magdalene was crying at Jesus’ tomb, He appeared to her, and she was 
overjoyed. She went and told the other disciples that she had seen the risen Jesus. – John 
20:18 

Jesus longs to have an intimate relationship with each of us.  

He died for us so that through Him, we would be reconciled to God, and have fellowship with 
Him every day.  

To have an intimate relationship with God, we have to spend time with Him daily, and get into 
His Word.  

This is sometimes hard during our busy days, but if we truly want to grow in our relationship, 
we need to make it priority.  

In truth our life depends on an intimate relationship with our Lord, and Savior. 

4. The women gave of their resources for the work of ministry. 

The women who were at Jesus’ tomb used their own personal resources.  

They understood that those who travelled with Jesus needed food, shelter, among other 
things.  

They gave from the resources they had, and ensured that everyone was comfortable. 

They served behind the scene for his glory.  

When they went to the tomb, they had prepared spices and ointments for Jesus’ body.  

If you read in John 19:39, you would have seen that Nicodemus has already used 75 pounds 
of myrrh and aloe.  

Yet they still went to give their share.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205:15&version=AMP&src=tools#_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020:18&version=AMP&src=tools#_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020:18&version=AMP&src=tools#_blank
https://thinkaboutsuchthings.com/gold-frankincense-and-myrrh/
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This is a beautiful picture of giving, sacrifice, and devotion.  

In the same way, we can give our resources, and time for the Lord.  

Many ministries give to the poor, send missionaries to other countries, build churches and 
schools, and they need finances for that.  

But even beyond finical giving…God wants us to give of ourselves.  

When they prepared those spices, they didn’t hire someone to go anoint Jesus for them.  

They went, knowing that it would a hard task emotionally.  

Sometimes, the greatest resource we can give is ourselves. Our time, energy, emotion, and 
strength.  

We can give as the Lord has blessed us. 

When God blesses us, he gives us an abundance so that we can bless others with the extra 
that we have.  

The women who followed Jesus were glad to support his work, and we should have the same 
gladness of heart as we give in all ways. 

5.   They remained loyal to Jesus. 

These women were loyal to Jesus, and were always at His side.  

Even at the very end when they were going to anoint His body. 

You can imagine the challenges that Jesus faced as He moved from town to town.  

Some people insulted Him while others chased Him away. Through it all, the women with Him 
never walked away.  

Even when many of His disciples walked away, those closest to Him did not.  

The women and his disciples remained until the end. 

We can also be loyal to Jesus today, despite the circumstances we face today.  

The women at Jesus tomb teach us that we can hold on to Jesus for life, because he gave his 
life for us.  

Our faith in Jesus should stand the test of time, even when we are persecuted because of Him.  

These women inspire us to grow our relationship with Jesus, and know him intimately. 

https://thinkaboutsuchthings.com/generosity-in-the-bible/
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By the grace of God we are given not only a better quality of life, but a new life, and new ways 

of faith with our new life. New life is unexpected, when we have just seen the darkness of death. 

Because Jesus lives, death has no victory over us. Our victory is in Jesus’s death, and resurrection 

that gives us the hope of resurrection of new life, and new faith. When Jesus was raised, he did not 

return to a normal life. We are not called to return to a normal life, but an extraordinary life of God’s 

love, and God’s grace. We celebrate a new life with our risen savior who claims us for himself to be a 

part of God’s family. This morning we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and the hope of our own 

resurrection, and also the resurrection of those that we love. Thanks be to God through Christ that we 

all have the hope of new life.  Amen. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
OFFERTORY                   
 
DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Offering Prayer (Acts 10) 
God of grace and God of glory, pour your power on your people this day, that our lives may 
reflect the gift we have received through the resurrection of your Son. 
Truly we see that you show no partiality, offering abundance of life and fullness of grace to all 
who turn to you in their need. With deepest gratitude for your many gifts, particularly the gift 
of your Son, we offer you our tithes and offerings this day. In the name of the resurrected one, 
we pray. Amen.  
 
 

Closing Hymn      “He Lives”     UMH 310 

 

1. I serve a risen Savior,     Refrain 
he’s in the world today;     He lives, (he lives), he lives, (he lives) 
I know that he is living,     Christ Jesus lives today! 
whatever foes may say.     He walks with me and talks with me 
I see his hand of mercy,     along life’s narrow way. 
I hear his voice of cheer,     He lives, (he lives), he lives, (he lives) 
and just the time I need him,    Salvation to impart! 
he’s always near.      You ask me how I know he lives? 
        He lives within my heart. 
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2. In all the world around me    3.  Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, 
I see his loving care,     lift up your voice and sing 
and though my heart grows weary,   eternal hallelujahs  
I never will despair.      To Jesus Christ the King! 
I know that he is leading     The hope of all who seek him, 
through all the stormy blast;    the help of all who find; 
the day of his appearing     none other is so loving, 
will come at last.      So good and kind. 
Refrain       Refrain 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

As we go forth with resurrection joy, may we bring Christ’s living presence with our words, our 

actions, and our love. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                                                             


