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Johnsville United Methodist Church 

Union Bridge, MD        

 

Our mission is to nurture the members of the congregation in developing a personal relationship with 

God and to share His word and His love with the larger community. 
 

PRAISE, WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION 

          Third Sunday of Easter 

                                                           May 1, 2022            
            

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS     
                                                                                                     
PRELUDE                      “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” UMH 158                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
Opening Hymn        “Open Our Eyes”    TFWS 2086 

Open our eyes, Lord, 
we want to see Jesus, 

to reach out and touch him, 
and say that we love him. 

Open our ears, Lord, 
and help us to listen. 
Open our eyes, Lord, 
we want to see Jesus. 

 

Call to Worship: (Psalm 30, Revelation 5) 
Leader: Lord, we come before you in joy, clothed in the majesty of your glory. 
People: We come to sing your praises. 
Leader: Like the myriad faithful of old, we proclaim the Lamb to be worthy of blessing, honor, and 
glory. 
People: We fall down before you in worship. Amen! 
 Opening Prayer (Psalm 30) 
Compassionate, glorious God, you hear our cries, and our pleas for help. We may enter the 
dark of night with weeping, but we wake in the morning with joy, for you hear our petitions 
and come in our hour of need. As we gather here in the name of your Son, be with us we pray, 
that we may know the dawn of your mercy, and the sweet taste of your favor. Amen. 
Special Music                                                                                      

 
 



2 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
God of Forgiveness, 
hear now the confession of our sins. 
Our greed and our lust for power 
create enemies where we should find friends. 
We fail to offer comfort and aid 
to those who are afraid and beat down 
by the burdens of life. 
We are as blind and willful as Saul 
to the pain and the destruction 
of our wrongdoings 
and our well-meaning crusades. 
Forgive us, merciful One.  
Heal those who suffer, and grant wisdom to those who lead. 
Give us sight to see with your eyes, 
that we may bring hope peace to our world. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                          

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Hymn      “And Can It Be That I Should Gain”    UMH 363 

1. And can it be that I should gain   2.  ‘Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies! 
an interest in the Savior’s blood!   Who can explore his strange design? 
Died he for me? who caused his pain!                In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
For me? who him to death pursued?  To sound the depths of love divine. 
Amazing love! How can it be   ‘Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; 
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  Let angel minds inquire no more. 
Amazing love! How can it be   ‘Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; 
that thou, my God shouldst die for me?  Let angel minds inquire no more. 
 
3. He left his Father’s throne above  4.  Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
(so free, so infinite his grace!),   fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
emptied himself of all but love,   thine eye diffused a quickening ray; 
and bled for Adam’s helpless race.  I woke the dungeon flamed with light; 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,   my chains fell off, my heart was free, 
for O my God, it found out me!   I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,   My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
for O my God, it found me out!   I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
 

5. No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine; 

alive in him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine, 
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bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Hebrew Scripture Lesson:        Psalm 30 Psalter Reading             UMH 762-763 

Psalm 30 

1I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, and did not let my foes rejoice over me.  

2O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.  

3O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me to life from among those gone down to the 
Pit.  

4Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name.  

5For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for the night, but joy 
comes with the morning.  

6As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I shall never be moved.”  

7By your favor, O Lord, you had established me as a strong mountain; you hid your face; I was 
dismayed.  

8To you, O Lord, I cried, and to the Lord I made supplication:  

9“What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your 
faithfulness?  

10Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper!”  

11You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with 
joy,  

12so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever.  

Epistle Lesson: Acts 9:1-20 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was 
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to 
the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5He asked, ‘Who 
are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the 
city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ 7The men who were travelling with him stood speechless 



4 
 

because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes 
were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For 
three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 11The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called 
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 
praying, 12and he has seen in a vision* a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 
that he might regain his sight.’ 13But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the 
chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ 15But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I 
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’ 17So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul* and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared 
to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then 
he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim 
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’  

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon   “Looking Through the Lens of Jesus Love” Pastor Shari McCourt 

Let us pray. 

God of resurrection and life, it’s still Easter! The lilies may be gone, but the stone is still rolled away, 

the tomb is still empty, and you are still breaking down walls of division, and building your church. 

Help us discern how you are still at work in the world, and how we might be part of your grand story. 

Amen. 

Today’s lesson from Acts is a conversion story. It is the conversion of Saul. Conversion stories 

can be interesting. They can be stories of very ordinary people with very simple lives. They can be 

stories of extraordinary people with everything except what truly gives meaning to life until they fall to 

their knees being reborn from above. They can be stories about people who have a past that makes 

them seem like an unlikely candidate for the hope of Jesus Christ. The interesting thing about most of 

the stories is that it is by God’s grace through God’s Holy Spirit that we might all have this hope. 

Our story begins with Saul. Saul is a character who was casting threats of murder against 

Jesus’ disciples.  He played a minor part in the execution of Stephen, but he was on the wrong side 

none the less. He went to the High Priests to ask for letters from the synagogues in Damascus to 

have the disciples bound and brought to Jerusalem. As he was traveling toward Damascus, a light 

shown from heaven and flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ Imagine how scared Saul have been? Saul asked the voice, 

“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came to him, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But get up and 

enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” There were a couple of men with Saul they did 
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not see the light but they did hear the voice and were freaked out, and speechless. When Saul got up 

from the ground, he could see nothings. His eyes were open, but he could not see a thing. The men 

lead him by the hand to Damascus. For three days Saul could not see, and also did not eat, or drink 

anything. It is amazing how very quickly this ruthless threatening man to Jesus disciples was changed 

to helpless and blind. 

        Ananias was in Damascus when the Lord called to him in a vision. The Lord called him by name. 

Ananias answered him, like Samuel did when he was a child, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord instructed 

him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 

named Saul.  At this moment, he is praying and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come 

in an lay his hands on him so that might regain his sight.” Ananias tried to explain to the Lord Saul’s 

horrific reputation as one who is evil, and works against the Lord. 

     This story is one of God’s will over what we might think that we understand. Because the Lord 

instructed Ananias, “Go for his is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the 

people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”  Ananias 

did has the Lord told him to do. I wonder how difficult this might have been for Ananias to follow these 

instructions. He knew Saul’s reputation, and yet the Lord said that he would take care of Saul’s 

instruction. I wonder how many times we get in the way of the Lord’s work because we feel as though 

we should take charge or take control of a situation. The Lord had the plan. 

     Ananias came to Saul laid his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who 

appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with 

the Holy Spirit.” This story of healing in the midst of Saul’s conversion is a typical story of healing with 

laying on of hands, words, and the action of the Holy Spirit. Saul had an immediate healing as 

something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Saul got up, and was baptized. 

Like most baptism there was a meal and after he ate he regained his strength. 

      Saul stayed with the disciples for a few days in Damascus and then began preaching, and 

proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues by saying, “He is the Son of God.” The irony of Saul being 

chosen by God as instrument defines what our minds can take in. He hated the disciples, and did 

everything to work against them. Then after Jesus spoke to him directly, and he was literally made 

blind then began to change. The conversion was not overnight. Jesus told Ananias that he was 

praying at that moment. This story amazes me at how God was at work in each of the lives of the 

characters. The transforming work of God’s Holy Spirit does not sleep in this story, and is every 

present where we least expect it to be. Saul’s conversion was not just until his sight was restored, but 

he was born a new, baptized into the faith.  Saul had a total reversal of his purpose, and intension 

from trying to destroy Jesus’ work, and Jesus disciples, to a powerful advocate of the faith. 

     There are times in our lives when our eyes are covered with scales toward others or the Lord’s 

calling of us to move forward in a new way. During our faith journey, most of us have also had 

moments where we felt like we were being led by the hand into unchartered territory of our faith. It is 

scary to step out in faith, and risk all that we think that we know, if even we really don’t know anything 

at all. The ‘supposed’ known is more comfortable than feeling blind, and helpless. For most people 

the times of greatest spiritual growth are also times of feeling blind, helpless, doubt, and then feeling 
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filled in all of our empty places with the Holy Spirit on our knees before the Lord. The Lord heals our 

spiritual illness, and makes us whole in Jesus. The new sight is looking through the lens of Jesus 

love, so that we might see the truth. Today is a good day to review your own life looking for the 

moments of conversion or praying for the transformation into a life that leads to life in Jesus name. 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD     
 
DOXOLOGY         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                        UMH 94      
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Offering Prayer  (Psalm 30) 
Lord, accept these offerings, given with joy as a token of our praise, that they may be used in 
service to Christ. Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
        
Closing Hymn                          “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”                            W&S 3104 

1. Amazing grace how sweet the sound  2.  ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
That saved a wretch like me         and grace my fears relieved 

           I once was lost, but now I’m found        How precious did that grace appear 
Was blind, but now I see               The hour I first believed 

           
      Chorus       3.  The Lord has promised good to me 
      My chains are gone          His word my hope secures 
      I've been set free          He will my shield and portion be 
      My God, my Savior has ransomed me       As long as life endures 
      And like a flood His mercy reigns 
      Unending love, amazing grace        Chorus (2 times) 
 

4.  The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 

But God, Who called me here below, 
Will be forever mine. 
Will be forever mine. 
You are forever mine. 

. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                              

Go forth from this place with your eyes wide open 
as you journey into the wider world. 
Love God and see Christ in each person you meet. 
Give thanks always 
and do not withhold love from any, 
for we do not know who may yet turn to the light. 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/chains
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Savior
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ransomed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/flood
https://www.definitions.net/definition/mercy
https://www.definitions.net/definition/amazing
https://www.definitions.net/definition/earth
https://www.definitions.net/definition/dissolve
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forbear
https://www.definitions.net/definition/called
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forever
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forever
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forever
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POSTLUDE                                     “Spirit Song”   UMH 347                                                                                                                                

                                                                                        


